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freedom, and the city was waging war with the baronial castle for civic and
corporate indopendence. The New Testament—and, as we learn from inci-
dental notices, portions of the Old—coming at this juncture, in a language
understood alike in the court as in the camp, in the city as in the rural ham-
let, was welcome to many, and its truths obtained o wider promulgation than
prhaps had taken pl -esince the publication of the Vulgate by Jerome.

After passing a certain time in the school of the barbes, it was not uncom-
mon for the Waldensian youth to procced to the seminaries in the great
cities of T.ombardy, or to the Sorbonne at Paris. There they saw other cus-
‘oms, were initiated into other studies, and had a wider horizon around them
than in the seclusion of their native valleys. Many of them became expert
d.zlecticians, and often made converts of the rich merchants with whom they
traded, end the landlords in whose houses they Indged. The priests seldom
cared to meet in argument the Waldensian missionary. .

To maintain the truth in their own mountains was not the only object of
this people. They felt their relations to the rest of Christendom. They
gought to drive back the darkness, and re-conguer the kingdoms which Rome
had overwhelmed. They were an evangelistic as well as an evangelical
Church. It was an old law among them that all who took orders in their
Church should, before being eligible to a home charge, serve three years in
the mission Seld. The youth on whose head the assembled barbes laid their
hands, saw in prospect not a rich benefice, but a possible martyrdom. The
ocean they did not cross. Their mission field was the realms that lay cat-
spread at the foot of their own mountains. They went forth two and two,
concealing their real character under the guise of a secular profession, most
commonly that of merchants or pedlars. They carried silks, jewellery, and
other articles, at that time not easily purcnzsable save at distant marts, and
they were welcomed as merchants where they would have been spurned as
missionaries The dooyr of the cottage and the portal of the baron’s castle
gtood equally open to them. But their address was mainly shcvn in vending,
without money and without price, rarer and more valuable merchendise than
the gems and silks which had procured them entrance. They took care to
carry with them, concealed among their wares or about their persens, por-
tions of the Word of God, their own transcription commonly, and to this
they would draw the attention of the inmates. When they saw a desire to
possess it, they would freely make a gift of it where the means to purchase
were absent,

There was no kingdom "of Southern and Central Europe to which these
missionaries did not find their way, and where they did not leave traces of
their visit in the disciples whom they made. On the west they penetrated
into Spain. In Southern France they found congenial fellow-labourers in
the Albigenses, by whom the seeds of truth were plentifelly scattered over
Dauphiné and Languedoc. On the east, descending the Rhine and the
Danube, they leavened Germany, Bohemia, and Poland with their doctrines,
their track being marked with the ediaces for worship and the stakes of
martyrdom that arose around their steps. Even the Seven-hilled City they
feared not to enter, scattering the seed on ungenial soil, if perchance some of
it might take root and grow. Their naked feet and coarse woollen garments
made them somewhat v _arked figures, in the streets of a city that clothed it-
self in purple and fine linen ; and when their real errand was discovered, as
sometimes chanced, the rulers of Christendom took care to further, in their
own way, the springi.z of the seed, by watering it with the blood of the men
wha had sowed it.

Thus did the Biblein those ages, veiling its majesty and its mission, travel
gilently through Christendom, entering homes and hearts, and there making
its abode. From her lofty seat Rome looked down with contempt upon the
Book and itshumblebearers. Sheaimed at bowing the necks of kings, think-
ing if they were obedient meaner men would not dare revolt, and so
she took little heed of a power which, weak as it seemed, was destined at a




