
I

UJNIVERSITY OP OTTA4WA REVIEWi 97

this city find themselves vohi.ntarily drawn to, the home of oui
governing bodies.

\Vhile ascending the wide paved Dathway whieh leads to the
main edifice on Parliaxnent Hill, Nv2 observe the niagnificent
architectural display which sta.ads before us. Those three large
buildings are of Gothie structure, and are built with beautiful
quarried sandstone. On approaching tuie main entranee of the
largest building, we admire the niagnifieent pillars of polishied
marbie, supportiug red arches, and the skillful carving adorning
them.

The entrance ]eads us into a larg>. rotunda beautifiully faced
wiith white inarbie. The floor is inlaid with les of niany colors
in whieh are enibodied the coats-of-armis of Canada and of lier
different provinces that -%vere in the Confederation in tlie year
190-4. T-wro stair-ways, one on the right and t1ic other on the left,
lead to the -Senate and thie Iloue of Commoue respectively. ]3y
mounting, eitiier of these staircases %ve would coueic uto long

hlayon the -%v.alis of whviceh aie hiung the portraits of Can-
acla's lcading politicians. Twvo sinail doors. on one side of the
Commons lobby, give access ta the tower Eou c. These are
guardled by arrned policemen, stanmdingr at attention. wvho permit
only the mnibers and eivil servants to pas3. Aertiss the hiall
fromn tiiese private portais %ve find a marbie staîrway and
elevator by way cf -%vliei -we reach the public galleriesq.

The inteýrior of the 1-buse of Comnuon- is in lieeping wvith
the rest of this iagnificent h)u;lding. ils dimensions beiug- eîglhty-
two feet long hyv forty-:fve feet -wide. The e.*-ingii is foriucd in
pieces of glass of va,ýrlous desiglis. This adiuits a brighit lighit.
which othierwise would lie slhut out by the dark eolorcd glass of
the windows. At the ends of the chianiber ;.re large portraits
of their Majcsties, KCing rEdwvard VIL. ýaid Que.en Alexandra.

A full ie of the proceedings umay lie hiad froin the large
gallerie-s -which liave leen c.)nstriitc-d to accoinuxodate the
publie. Froin hiere we can look down upon -%,id hear the '.linis-
ters and the 'Mcnibers of Parliameut zn: they drawi up the laws
for our countryv.

The S,'peaker's chair. the most noticeable in the buse, is
enthroned on a dais about the centre of the ea-st side of the room.
It loka dowvn upon a large table nt nliih are seatcd the Clerk
of the bouse and bis assistants. Upior this table is plaeed the
niace. a gilit embkux of the authority of the Ilouse.

One hundred and ten seats are arrangd on each side of
the chamber. all faeing this ensign of authzarty. The Govern-


