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P~astor a31b Ie

Song o! tbe ocean ivavee,
soir, as tlîe sote.%t slaves.

Oratorios îîla)-eul Iy fiugers un.eei
Keyltoar, nil gold, or sils-er, or star rays
iephlyrs andm deîonaimg roundlays

Iiinte accensts out ofo gluuîi, and ofl gleani.

No worcls intonated,
But sinas trainsîaieti,

Fioni zones and frocis eas, ecîtoco ut o! 'iýl t
lreezts. and stcin clntiý, wociter!ul cadenccç,
lending soumnis ic i sclileçs alliances:

Titrilting tlie mîusic ever voiced ini tle blaIst.

Surprising synmphonies
Wondeulul liainsoniesa

Azure 'homne o! cniiecîral, lit wtb tîte suen,
Or the nîcon, or counthess slimimteing stars,
Else palli'clli styvean nighît. anIdtbIack liais,

Floor witb scutle tdesigns, and i leckings c! loaîss

Unceasinuzly hcaîircg,
Actvancing, ietre.iinr,

NVeqlicig bllis inigng out their joyos recfrain.
Rilufles o!fhomse fle, siicshîinc ami shoisers,
Btusinessso igshîctîi, ilten tire sky I,,vers,

Restless .cicices cbanging again.

Feil crimîe îsili iis 501mw,
To.clay'ant Iomcmomm,,v

'l'o,%cl amiât tsurge, -irte litilss siori
I)erelict, %vriliirucîrer Lune, anti sais mcii.,
I Icîplesl>- htrled 'giinst rocky bt,:ilnienî,

Desiute, !orsaken, vile sui-ject for scorn

Roîl o! tbe solensi wave%,
Over aIl lociely graves :

Dirges for lost ones, ini the tteacherous qeâ
Sudt wailings o! shrite formF, oit o! the îe,
Rising front rolling waves. ioliîng ihe kcidl,

Sard sobbi ng cadences, framn under ", tîe Ite"

Lost historie n-ittics :
The tîclîs o! drcwned ciues

B;riit days o! the ages, convuîlsionis 1 )ng past
Upieuvals, submerges, niouitiairis oer'hrowci

-Ficce fice, rain, sunk forcsts. ire andthce storni,
Al teard ici the burticane hursî o!fte blat 1

Redemption's inysterv,
Glory of tîstory !

Christ ni God, ascuning fleh, man o! the race;
Subtlcst wtispers, out o! tte silences,
Roar o! oceais waves, music, devices,

I'ze-eminent service o!fnîarvelloscs grue

Sonps o! tbe roling wave.
Oh the wide world tey lave

Marvellous orchestra, soundîng God s glcry
Signifieo zephyrs, sealing lîke odours.
Wa.cs and lsea îoaring, subtili7eil worslers

Maichless sal'.ation, grandest doxoîogy
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Thte life cif the oinister is expose In icimny evils, sincrg
wicb this cime stands forth pre eiient bardness-tlîc barri
ness o! mere officialism. Me lias dutues ini perforin, and be bas
been set apart tn that end, andI sci ie sfldes mcci cthe dning ci
them as a malter o! cours2. Me does thcm ici a perftinc
tory way, 10 geltbrougb witb item. Because o!fte repetition
o! the aci ite ]oses bis living interest ici il, and il loses ils
attraction for bim A deadciess sieils ici ti-it m'tikes it a pure
ly niechanical act. This is a truly alarming position to be ici,
but it is borre into existence o! tbe necessary routine o! a
miîister's life. Thte warm -ind tender spirit of symnpaîty is
gone ; tbc mellow sensitiveness of soul is absent , te kecp
ig ini toucit with the trutit as a fresit andi new revelation

titrilling wiit ricit discrivery is wanbicig - te mian bas gciî out
o! te ministerial spirit andi becomie bard. As te day is
baketi by the Auguot sun so is thte cian o! Goti tardene inic
te fierce heat of wcriliness, shetber o! sciciety or politmcs or

business. Engrosseti of any o! tliese lie cannot esc-ipe te
contagion and thte consequent oss cif fine spiritual feeling

Tkîen, il is irksomne to tins Cci think of, or to do tite reai
work that is bis. He sbrîiks from dealîng cîoely ivuit souls
Eternity, icnte pciwer o! whicb be shoulti live, b.cs fallen
back out o! sîgbr, andt ime filin tIse scene. Worldiy position
and temporal ativactage are tbouglit o! mnainly, andtihtt sal-
vatioa o!fien fromn sin andi teatb etercial bas-e scant cocisider-
ation. Te bardeneti ieart o! a mîsinster is a terriLle evil.
How caci Goti use sucit an onc? Mosv can sucit an one be an
example o! gotiliness 10 tbe flock ? Titis spirit nectralixes al
gooti influences anti is a positive evîl agecicy. The valure o! a1
poem lies flot alocie ici the lofty sentmentl anti profocînti
IhouRitI that are incili, but also ici tbe deptit o! truc feeling i
embodies ; titat is ils principal power. The endurung nerest
o! a story is flot founti 50 ciuchin icils icgenicus plot or nisas-
leriy trealment as ic Ils itumari synîpatlsy and bt.nder touches
taittrill te ieart of tite reader. The beauîy o! a biograpby

is not in thte skiil o!ftie wriler ici thc use o!fte naterial ai
his disposai, but is in thie revelatuoci ie makes o!flteiteart anti
soul c!fte icdividuai be pîurtrays. In every case te main
titin is ttc living soul throbbicig andt ptilsiig troug thlie
work, witever il mnay be. One wit cdals îib meni, s of no
consequecice if be have flot a beart, a true, sensitive-, sympaîhe-
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tic soul-that us îocihd by ailmtu affects lits feIliovs. A
man sut h as Terentc <elineates in a sentence, -lfl àW,' ,,,
humaiui ni/dl a ine t<c/inim (o"Augustîine tells us thit on
liîaning thcse words of the pciet, the theatre rcsoundcd w.th
:ipplarise. No miarvel. That is tlie key.note of ail effective
wvorl, amiong mien sud for men.

But tire question arises, 1mnw nay onme rid hou i;eli of tire
incuhuis when it bis settled Jown uipon him ? W'e aîîswcr, by
tire rultivatiici ci a devotional habit. 13y exercising oncescif
tînto godlincss, by realizccîgfltce meaning of Christ's dleaili, tIhe
vaslieof scins, tire perd cin vbich i men are, tire possihility of
saving thenii, snd lthe seed of a truly synipathetic spirit tri
itcconiplisît this. Men are not rescueci tnylîio%. Tîtere are
derite lines along whicb tire siving proctsses inve. W'J
usîust agrez wîîhth ese. Usually Got enisploys imen wlvho arc
tiitiiirit liart tci Ilnself-isen of intcgrity. lHalf-bearted-
ness i a great sin ici Mis eycs. The ijîiister rnut kcep free
of thrit.

The Rev. Thomas Ilinney, of the \Veigh Ilouse Chapel.
Locndon, dclivered an addrcss before the Congregaticinal
Union in !S.i5 on "l'le Closet and the Church " whiclî is
flfilitmcli needeci coucisel, suitable to every pericil of the
Cliîrclis life. We cul! a few miemorable sentences Irons this
grand discurse. He says. " A mniîster cannot live on bis
ciwcioficial acts-bis puiblic prayers, lits public preachîng, bis
mieditation on tire Sr'iipture or preparatory to that --the ini.
pressions o! truth aiud the gushes of! ensintion that he may
obtain or enioy in ttre discharge of bis duties. *rhesc are isot
the things by which alcine, or even pýincip.%lly, lits personal
religion car bc tîpbeld or grow. If coiîÇinedi to these and
depemîdent uipciî thenu, s will langii and die. He must
enter hîs closet, and sîitut lte door, and be with lits Father iin
secret, freqcîently and long ; reading the Scrîptcires withot
îhouglit of the peciple or the pulpil- praying for lighit, grace,
strengih -seeking instruction anti exercising faith, as if he
%vas alcine in the wvorld seols God. It is one of the most try-
ing and difficult things, for one ccinstantly required to conduct
wvorîhilp and to preacli to cithers, to pray in privite wîth sim-
plicity and fresliness, or to ifieditate on the Bible withouit tire
intrusion of distracting tbougbî mecldling svith the soul, hy
detectîng ici the pnrticon o! trutb it shotild enjoy, tets for dis-
coturse acnd topccs for discussion. But the spiritual life and
prosperity cof a ininister depend very much on lits beîng able
to civercome bis besetting teniptaîcon ; atid just, therefore, in
proportion to the diffiýuliy, is it requisite for bâts to osake the
attempt." He dec-lares that the wanî o! this devotional spirit
poisons everything. And goes on in this incisive style-

1'Tbey bave great abilities, hu'tbchy do flot pray. They
are ministers ni Christ accordîng te ciutward order, but they
do not pray. They are gond and. perhips, even great. preich.
ers, but tbey do ot prav They are fervent, putngent. persua-
sive, convincing, but they do nfot pray. They are zealous andi
enter prisi ng-lcaders ici the usoveinents o! public ,tct!vity--
the first and foreînost in popular excitenent-frequent ini
their appeals-abundant in 'heir labocrs-working zealously in
varions modes and divers places-bot tbey do flot pray. They
aire mnen of! integrity. puiîy, brnevcilenc-ý but they docinmt nraV.
And this <iNF riiiNfl'-tbeîr restrains-ig prayer,' their

flnot calling uipon God,' tbeir ' ot seekzing after ' nor 1 stir-
ring up theriselves to taký hold o!' Mir.-,hus, lîke tbe want
of! love in the Chriscian charaçter, ' saîrs the glory ' o! cvery
thing else-it rentiers wnrtbless their geniuns, talents, and
acquisitions ; obstructs their own speriîîîal prosperîty ;usn-
pedes tbeir usefulness and blasts their cuccess. Tbougli a
minister were ani apostle. and did flot pray, bis ' speech and
bis preachîng ' would flot be witb the dernonstration of the
Spirit and o! powver."

Thomnas Binney toubces the nerve of îbis icusîter. Prayer
lessness leaves a man defenceless, and the heart hardens.
And i is Teally according toi wbat the aposcle declates of it-
tbe bardness is the outcoine of tbe cvii beart nf unbelief in
de rtng from the living God. IIeb. iii 1: 13. He wbo bas

e wîth God baq pciwer with man. He 'vbcise beart is
open to God, ill flot be clcised against man.

P>ains mcust be taken to keep oneself iin tbe love of God
50 that the heart rnay be tender, sympatbecîc, grat 4ous, then
there %icl! corne a rich rne]owness of spirit imb bth voice, the
movernenîs, the character. It wili suflise ail.

The Rev. F. W. Robertson, of Brighton, ici one of bis let-
ters indîcates tbat be bad been caugbî cin the cursent o! %vorld-
lîness and was desirous o! cscaping. He says . " 1 wîll tell
yciu of a want 1 arn beginning to experience very distinctly.
1 perceive more than ever the neccssity of devotional reading,
1 mean the works o! eminently holy pr.rsons, whose tone was
flot merely uprîgbtness of! character and higb-mimdedness,
but communion-a strcing sense of personal and cv-er-living
communion-witb God, besides. 1 recollect bow fat more
peaceful my mind used to be wbcn 1 was in the regular habit
of reading daily, with scrupulous adlierence to a pl-in, works
of tbis description. A strong sbock threw me off the habit -
partly the external circumnstances of my life-partly tire per-
ception cif a tros,,inmportant !act, that devottonal feel.ngs are
very distinct from uprigbtness and sourity of file. .- . Our
affections must bc nurtured si). the hig4pst, or else our wbole
lite flags and droops."

This is an experience flot at aIl uncocmon, only the sanie
care is flot always takcen ici recoiver onescîf out o! it. Tbe
p!lan adopted by Mr. Robertson is oise that is bigbly coin-
mended , it is communion wîîb a boly mars b quicken the
appetite andi prepare the way for fellowsbip witb God.

IJuNR 13t, 1892.

l'le lRev. Josiablictull speaks tir many wben be says . -
ha.,ve ;il wys foctsi Ilth e liveststdex pet ieiiccs of gr eat andl guod
men to do rite more gond than any other books, except thse
Bible. rie lîves (,i learned a.nd boly unen arc the nsost pro.
fitahle of aIllbooks to a miinister."

Robert Murray MINcCheync svas a man o! sainîly character,
1lits vords wevc armiet with poiwer. He toucbcd msen deeply

atcle tleitoCrs.The secret o! tbis lay ini bis de-
voticinal habit. Mlen lie was travelling in P'alestine with I)c.
A. A. llonar lie ivas as ciefrîl o! the contdition o! bis own
socîl as syheus lie vvas lit home among bis people.

Dr. Blo'ar says : i' 1vas oftcn reproved by is unalbated
attention to personal holuness ; for this care was uever absent
from bhis mind, svbether lie ias lithonme in bis quiet cbansber,
or on tbe sen, or ici the clcsert. Holiness in bim was mani.
fcsted, not by c'forts to pel forcis duty, butt in a svay so nattîral,
that you recognuzeti thereiti the outflowing of the indwelling
spirit. The tuntain springîng up imbc everlasting life (John
iv. 14) in is soul, welled forth ts living water alîke in the
fansiliar scenes of bis native Scotland, aînd tînder tbe olive
trees of Palestine. lrayer and iieditation on the word wce
neer forgotten ; and a peace the world could flot give kcept
lus beart and niisd."

What a testimony I Would that it coulti be truly given olaîl1
nmnsters o! the Word ni God1 Ve so ofien forget the truthi ime
preacli tu others. If ordinary Chrîstians nced tu waîcb and
pr.sy, bov iîcchi mtore (îI we ? If eacb mtember of tîhe Cbut%.ý
is tu0" be filled iatIste Spirit," bow v tscc more do wc wbo aie
the teacliers in the Cburchl need to be. 1IfaIl the faitlîfîl are
tu lccp tseiselves in the love of Gud, bow niucb more sbould
vvc ? Paul's înîunctîon tu bis Ilown son ci the ftiîh,"
Tiîisothy, " Takec heed touîlîy self," conses tu us to-day rims
phasized a thotîsand!old by the e.xperiences o! nintteen cen.
turies o! minîstcri:dlfe. It is tbrocîgh communion wîth God,
througb a sîncerely devotiociai habit o! bcart that God maltes
kcsosvo bis secret to the soul. As Mattbew Henry observes,
II Devotion is a llîing ise ougbt to be constant ini. Oter
doues are ici season, novv and tbeti; but wie miust pray
always." Ah, yes, prayer keeps the door open by wbich the
Lord of glory enters unto our nsid-cotîage, and unveuls tcisrus
1-lis glory, anîd breathes upon us Mis powver, 50 that wve are
properly qucalified 1u be Hîs wîîîîesscs.
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Imagine public profession of! Chrîsîîanity 10 bc stiddenly
macle penal-suppose denîli 10 bc the pcînîshment o! attend.
ance rit boiy commnunion ; 1 ask you, wlicb of us would be
ltund, lîke Danicel, shod sitb the sandals o! preparation,
reatiV withuut ac moments besîcation to make Our stand,
ready tu defy the powers that be rather tban prove ourselves
ashameti of Christ, andiafraidt 1 obey HMis clearest comnsacids?

Oh, what a biftîng scîch a decrec as i bave iosagined
wotilt prove ? Mciv many wbo îoday have no misgîvings as
Ici their siate belote Goti would discover tat îhey hitin
root vhlievtr un thensselves, and that wbat tbey nissk for
religion was only a respectable inherîteti babit o! neutral
tint, wvisîcli i tted tiiens cmlortably and cosîtbem notling-
to bc put on and caken off witb titeir Scînday clotes ; icitact
uitile ruse lier baps cîsan the patronage, at one service per
week, il as insucli as ilcat, of a cunveniecit churcit or an en-
terrains g preacher ? Ah 1 we are transporteti bo an atunos.
phere very cînike that o!fcicr easy-going Cbrîstianîty, ort
lazy patronage of religion, wheci we study the conduct of
titese olti martyrs to h.!e îîuîb o! God 1 Theirs was no
superfir ial cocfimsîy ;îhey vwere flot mere creatures of reli-
gious habit j îhey were not living upon a venture, but upon a
decply leit reality for the sake o1 wtsîch they were ready to
bear anyîlsîng.

,And thîs bas been the attitude of God's truc servants
everywitere andi alwvays, and in our hearts wc know it %vell.
WVe kciow that the holti o! îrutb is flot to be measurei by
profession, but only by the sacrifices we are preparedti
make for it. Andi su the revelatîin comes clown to uis,
accredîteti andi consecrateti frons the first by stiffering and
sacrifice. WVhat was the death wbuch redeemeti the world?
It was, above aIl elbe, a trîbute 10 the eternal worth and
dîgnity o! trutb ; il was a deflance, for the sake of trutit, of
the powers o! Ibis worid, and against these, sbrougli blciod.
shedi andi tribulation: t bas had 10 wîn ils way 1ItI was
fougbt for by men lîke Peter and John, wto cried belore lte
mîgltiest tribtunal : I'Wbctbcr î bc rîgitt icilte sightîo! God
ta itearken unto you more than unto God, îudge ye ; " or
lîke Luther wben brought to bay," Here 1 stand, 1 can do
naught else. God be sny belper 1" As their splendid ex-
ample nerveti many a Chîristian martyr ici face wititout fear
the wild beasîs ici tbe heatben arena, so tbere is flot a soutier
wto has reati bis Bible amid the jeers o! the barrack-îoomn;
tliere is flot a ýoung man wto bas daredtu t resent tite utter-
ance o! fluth and blaspbemy ini bis presence, miore boîly titan
be ivoulti resen: a personal insuit ; titere is flot a scitool-boy
wbc inicthecevil days wticb, titank Goti, are gone, bas kcielt
down aniid bullying cowards and said bis prayers openly at
bis betiside instcad of smuggling tcem over ini bcd icitise
dark ; there is flot ont o! us wito bas ever torcsta sbreds the
devilisit sopitistries witich avail moral cowards, andi singlY
defleti somne evil custom, or singlybattled for te rigit-witî
itad flot tad causa 10 thank God for thc courage and deliver-
ance of Daniel.-Canon DuckworlA.


