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Tîtus the sacred regarr;a lauuî iavenrlhe prescnibed
coutrse ta thie iiî-îaniiuuu .. LaS îg tilt barges, tht priesîs
'vert niar%îalîed înr.i.a vast prot-tsatusi. At tilîead tiîuved
te truîipters, thaîir instrniiuents paitLlitîl ta a îvaiîing key,

anîd giving fortil long and iîianotonuîuas notes, They wvere
fnllîoted by ailiers. carrying tl varions articles thuat wene ta
bc offéred. 'l'ien càîîie tilt living sacrilices. About tht
parants wlît,%vers: bringmiig al heir t-idîdrers tu the god, the
singing îrests inrnicd a LcIa, e.andl drnwiieil the te eping la
the funder prasse tlîey s-hiîîutud to a Ial. Thethirone ai tht
king was placed tipon an optn platforiut, and, wVith itS royal
occupant, was barrie tiposi te shiaulders aif te rost noted
ai thteIierarrhIy Ite ieophytt Ilanno bcîng hoaaoured wth
a place by ils sida, antd wthi a wvaid ai authîorty as ont ai
the dîrecrars af theriaitriiony.

During the paLssag.e ra ibhelandihng îplateta thea hresence
ai the idul, te tîtûpt wattalloaed totalook upan their
vacanianas sacrifice. Al i atred in-! wrath i had given way ta
te better nilations of reverence, gratitude, and affection.

Thie crowd prc>sed as close ta thtelite as the priesrly atran.
dants would permit, arnd tnre thinew rfîtni!etveî upon rte
ground, kissing tht spot thear aangs fonm iad shiaowed,
and gatheringr up ha.,nditals olf tli: dust for eacned meaiorial.
Hc was now thear possessicn as thîey had neyer thaught
'vhcn thîey called bun thein king ; for liteivas thecir subsituta,
upon whonî%vers: laid ail ilteir waoes andi (cars ; and soon bc
was ta bc thear god, whien, thro-agri fte mysicry ai thie fire.
uliering, lit woutdi pass ia otha suoliaiter nîysterîes ai the
ghory of Baal.

A huIti way ta tht rani of tht adal hîad been erccted a
silkcn pavilian, coverad nirl devices and unotts ai religiaus
iniport, wluch %vers: elabor.ateîy wrougbt waîh needle-.wotk,
upon uts loaing walis ai crianson. »rhis %vas tht Haly l'lace,
inra which the great atancr, lcavtng bis ihrone, ratrrd (roin
tht gaze ai aUl, thti n secres.v ie miigit prep.îne hinstîf for
tht final offcraîtg ; ihat, as E gbal-is i.îd saud, liii saut înight
first pass inta, and bie absorbed by, tht very being ai deîty,
before bis body shauld bc givc.1 tn tht uutwvard irnage ai the
Unknawn. Mis: bîgri piesi Iiad deiared ihat sa ihonougli
was tht acqurescenro f tflickng in lis wn immolation

taben ha sbould conie fardsi (roui the sacrcd pavilion and
pcedta the lamnes, Ili: vou1d nat bc a montaI, but only

the semiblance cf bis former self ; lts glary shieldad as a
chaud shields tht soin, lest tht sighit shou.d blind te beholderq.

As the cutins (cIl, secitiding -Hiram i itrihe sacred
pavillon, ligbalus kissed the spatote the victinm s fout
ast tcuchec thie autr ar thî. *agether %wt4. tht attendant

pnîcsrs. hi he. rctircd fro:n tht P:-O.%m.ry of filelent, leaving
a broad space about il unaccupiefi by a hiurnan being, but
penettated b>' the gaze aifttaueanis.

A long silence feIt upon tiîaniultitude. A strange, oppres-
sive awc ai wvhat inigrit bc înanspînîng iviiian stitltd tht very
breatbîng cf thte waiung thnongs.

Then, suddenly, tht hiare ai a Iiundntd trumpers gava tht
signal for tht present.îtîon ai tht auTenngs. Tht inanimata
gifrs wert first plâced in lituge piles upon tht arms nif tht
gcd, which, being lawered, dropped ihern int tle lames
beneaili. N theri living animais cf smatl size wcrc laid
bouuad tn bis hands. 'lne hanse and buit %vers: firsi slaun,
th1ur bluod pnured aven tht arms ai the idal, ihesr hearts
tînusti mue bus open jalv, untit, shrunken by tht heat, tht>'
fel nia tht pir, and wcrt cansumcd with the remaining tlesh.

Then follotved a stilîness as ai Sheol itsehf, broken cnly
by tlt soahbing ai tht wvomen wbo aprroachtd tht image,
cach bearîng ien ch:uhd in lier arns. uine, avercame bv bier
conîcnding emtons, ilit la:nting, but a priest insiantl>'
seized trie cbid, and laidsit upon te hat hands that shook
ut ia tht larneb. Sanie stajgcred an with closçed cyts,
guided and goaded by tht attendants. Samae sang, in haill
craz>' tcstcy, the witd refrain of temple hynns, swaying tlcir
babes ta tiite wth tht rhythmt, and, wuithîout asstcinnca,
asccnded te steps and prestnicd iter sacrifice. As babae
airer babae disippetrcd through tht simok, ntw wavcs ai
excitcment poured aves tlt ro%%d hot waves ai delirium,
burning ou ur ntaru instincts, and fling iha: rage cl beasus
whàc is laient in ail nien. Tht cnowd yeled in frenzv.
The pruesis, -with thir i-.ng kaîves, iz.slucd their bodies, and,
tilhing tlr i mutrisv. ih ihtir onvn itn> blaod, spît il forth
-%gaiîn in tie ditc..Itui ni the gant.

Titan, as thl;hat balle wa.s on«ecJt, the grand expeciatian
brought th îlîuitttude a i'ncc Egbaîus approached tht
bal>' pavîion. lie raised bis hand. Tht note aifa single
truttîpe:, fîner, sweter, Vi sadder than any other, flcattd
aven the throng. Il was repeatted, uiibh oudan souni andi
titnepnntonged. Again sta ran.g fort iih (luhIblasi, and was
.nswarcd by anc banne overthbc w.ien (rni tht Temple cf
MehIckrth in tht îsland cdry. Titan the hiïh priest staod wiib
upli(rcd hanfis. Il seeîned man>' miînutes te th* people,
wftse excitement %was s<atrcel enduiratble.Tuînning Io whena
tht foîding cuttaîn undicattîl tht enirance ta tht pavillon,
Egbalus cried uîvttb tud vaice-

ICome foth, O %boit acccpîed ofi ;aal
lit nsianti>' prostnated himsi on tht ground. Tilt

hîiests in tht front ro-i' af spectanos tehI prone uipon their
faces. It tht crowil cvery neck was sirclchcd and ail cyts
stratned in catch tht finsitgliui.pse aif the îaa.iflciai hern.

But the cutan oi the pas-aaéon ddnfot to,,îvc. Vasnnai
tht victams pr.rayc Vet-uinllced 2? Vas Iit se absorbed i n
cotmmunion wath bis nal iat lit bâti bcama abliviousti
what was auiward ? Or d;d it lunch note ailti fatal nstant ?
Pcerhaps tht gad lad bacome ]lis oana pries: and sirîckcn

sior sweetly drawnv. bis cainsircraied spirit lrom his body 1
Was tc aiready deadl?

E gbalus rase îiawly (nom tht graunal, L-epinr, bis ayes
upon thtea-urtain to ncte tus first -louter. etgain le struck bis
noiit u-,.isttti,.iiet. andl repraed c linvocation.

T I-E CANADA PRESI3YTERiAN.

Il Cone forth, thon acceptcd o azi1 l 
H-e prostratcd bimiseLf as before. IBut sutîl there %vas no

response.
The bîgh priest rose agaîn. lie advanLcd, and touchedl

fle urtain, but, evidently overcome by a feeling that it weresacrilg1 or p-ipsb icded of some nsystery beyond
bis solution, or saine gbostly power raised by his word, but
net anienable to jr, and that wvould not down at bis bidding,
lie iwîthdrew. Hec beckoned the dîgnitaries next in rank to
hîmiiscll, among thern Hanno, and with tlicm beld a consulta-
tion. They were evidently as puzzled as hie.

A third time the solemn invocation was pronounced, but
%vith lietsanie futile result. Egbalus then, witb pretence of
bold exercise oi bis office, but with manifest ttepidation. laid
his band upon the curtain. Hcsitatingly hie drew it aside.
For a moment hie starcd ino the shadows. He advanced a
step, then suddcnly retreated. He looked about him as one
bewildered and uncertain how to act. He motioned ta the
nearest pricsts. 'lhey came rcverently, answering mfe
perplexed face of the high pricst witli looks of equal curiasity
and alarm. One by one tliey looked into tht pavillon. Then
thcy raised teir hands ab if Hecaven alone could accounit for
what tliey saw.

Tite R1k/y 1'lace 7was ienipyl
IIThe god ! the god lias taken him ! said Egbalus, in

half-dubious, half*credulous voica.
.%The god has taken Minm1 I shouted Ifarneo, and ranto wards the crowd, wildly throwing bis arms. IlLet tîs die

%vitli hini!"
He grasped for bis priest's knife. Ih uaad (allen fro i is

belr. Uc beat bis breast. and fcIl in convuîlsions ta the eartb.
Sonie of the people lainted with fright. Others covercd their
bcads with thcir manties, as i.i tr shut ont sine stupendous
apparition.

At this terrible moment a new portent occurred. The
colossal image of Bfaal shook. Its meral folds crcaked one
upon another. The ground trembled as if fromn the convulsion
of some 'jbterranean spirit. The idol tottered, and felI balf-
way ta tte anth. The priests, wilJ with terrer, ravi shrieking
into the Erowd. Panic scized tIhe multitude, wlîu trod upon
one another ini their haste ta get away frein tce dread
proximity. bMany wcre maîmed as they feIl among the grcat
stones of the old ruin that covercd trhe ground, and some
were crushed beneath the trampling [cet, or smothened under
the accumulated miass of helpless buianity piled above tleie.
Only wlîen they had rcachcd a distance did the fleeing meni
pause to look back. Egbalus atone remained nar the
pav.l. He seenied to have been transformed into a
statue. At length hie îovcd, flot to follow the awe-stnicken
fugitives, but to enter the pavillon! Such halting staps did
lie takze that one mnigbt bave iniagined hlm dnawn by somne
invisible power wlîich lie was trying ta resist.

" The god bas taken the ichgh priest also ! II.». td Hanno,
wba had recovered suffircient self-posçession to raise lis head
and tootk but, horror-stricken by the 5iglit, hie buried bis face
in the dust.

A venerable priest advanced fromntthe cowering throng
midway the open space, and naised bis L-nifc *th a loud cry:

I 1to'), %ould come ta thet, O Baal ! I
He plunged the gleaming bllde into is own heart.

Si.ores ai knivcs tlashed in the hands of thie deniented priests
about bîm, as if they, aiso, were waiting the audible summons
ta folUows.

Suddenly Egbalus reappeaned. Ht beckoned those near-
est. He called for Hanno, but tbe new enthusiasin had
provcd too much for the neophyte, untrained ta such deep
emaotions, and lie lay a heaving btap of uticonsciaus devotion.
Egbalus selected two attendants, and witrî theni re-cntercd
the Holy Place. WVould tht god have more? Na , Baal was
satisfied ; for, sec! the thnc!e priests emerge, not ane af
theni blasted ta a walking cinder, nor ascending in a flame
of fire. They talked excitedly. Eglialus lifted bis hand.

Suddenly the long blanc of a trumpet announced thie ter-
mîinatton of tht secrifice. Tht crowds were not allowed ta
rt-enter thie enclosure, but berook theimstlves. saime ta Tyre
or to thair ships, saime aven the bUIs ta tht inland villages,
atbers along the caast-on foot, in litters, on mules and
camels and stately steeds-aIl scattering, ta astound the world
witb their reports of :he miracle.

Tht setting sun flashed uts red rays upon the leaning
figure ai Baal, that seemed ta bow in obeisatice ta tht goC of
day. Only thc priests remained ta w.itcb unit Astaite,
smiling in the crescent moon, wrotelber benedictio.i with the
silveny beanis she thnew aver the scene.

CttAtTER xi.
Had King Hinani vanishtd inta the mystcry aifIBaal?

Na. Ho had vanished tinder a mystery ai Han no.
When Huliam cntered the sacre'l pavilion tht place was

exceedingly dark by Tason of the bcavy curtains ihai
enclosed it. and the glane ai thteoenter light that hie had jusi
Icir, for tht instant, prevtnied bis cyts (romn adaoîing ihemn.
selves ta their new cnviranment. 13y degrees is powetr ni
vision was regained. He abservcd that thet îap!stried walls
were wraught wiîh tht various synmbols cf worship . tht sun
oi Baal, the moon cf Asiarte, the fish ai Dagon, the star ai
Adonis, and tht lîke. lieneatri bis feet lay a rug oi stîken
sbreds, pure white. He thntwr himistll down upon ibis ta
caltetr is thougbrs ; ta gather up bits srcngth for tht firal
-ict in ibis terrible tragcdy. Surely Hanno's hopeful words
hadl been miartly ta cl:eer hlm ; îbey meint nottýing, an bis
iritnd's plans for bis rescue had miscarried. There vwas now
no escatpe.

Ut prayed ; ta wbam ? He knew not ; but stilI bie
prayed. For what ? Net for blîn self; it was too laie fon
ibat. lie prayed for Hanno ; ihiat, in tle desperatian of bis
love, lie inigbî flot attempi ta niake Caod bis pltdge ai dying
vith is king; that lit migbt bt restrxined fram making a

ustless assault upon tht priests, or frani thro%çing hîimself in.
ta tht ilimes Then hie prayed for bier who was moreta u h
than life-for 7.,llah. HI- gaîhered nu is whole soul tnaa
lovtng tbought ofaier, and laid il-whei ? Upon tht bighest

iattrin tht highast lhavent, if thare wcrc any such place
Iwherc puty for niortals cxisted. Tht;, as the sweet face af
iis beloved ont fllled bis imagination, a tear feil-tht flrst
1duning ail îhese days cf agony; for the bodily humours

semadi ta have been dried by the bat fory of bis grief. Tht
itar fcIl upon bis hand. He bawed te kiss kt, becatise it fell
for lier. As lie did sa, bis eye caught a spot afi zlcmisag ted
in the white rug. Mcchnnically, without definite purpose ini

doing se, he traced the rcd line as it nan ihrough tht silkcn
nap. il took shape. A wing l-and a circle 1IlI was only
a balf.canscious thougt-Il The Winged Circle," sucb nis was
used as a religiaus device by tht Persians, and ivas also
canved on the stone architraves of some temples of Astarte.
Then tîe full tîtouglit flasbed upon bin, "lTht mark ofithe
circle 1 I Hanno's sign 1 Was il desipned ?

Ht raised the rug. A similar mark was rudely scratclîcd
upon a hroad scone that lay jrîst beneath it. He felt ire edge
of the stone. hi moved. A turting stone 1 He liircd it a
little. A cooi and daok air ruslîed out. This, surcly, was
a door inzo sanie passage!1 By a litti n exertion lie was able
ta swing the stone upon its cdge. Adjusting the rug aver it
in such a way that it would again caver thic stona' when
restored ta its horizontal position, hline hirascf % irefttîly
down through the apening. Sa stro.ig tvas tlîe drauglît af air
that lie scarccly needed ta (iccl lus way by toucbing the wall
on cither sida, but guided hitnsclivery mucli as lie had sanie.
timtes donc wbcn, on a dark, nigbt at sea, hae liclîîîed lus ship
by feeling the wind against bis check.

Hc thougbt of this just for an. instant, but it was long
cnougb ta rhink of Hanno too, as, in their last sail, tbay had
stacred the crafr together. Hc could flot nestrain a subdrîed
cry ai gratitude.

Il Noble fellow 1 Thy hand is on the other aar, as thon
didst pledge. Thou art the only god that îs left ta me 1 "

For a littIe way hie crawîed over and around the débris
that obstructcd tht Iabyintb. Then hae felt the space
cnlarging. A smootb pavcement ivas bentath hinm. ith
cxtendcd bandsbe hurried forw..rd. He lîtard the roar aiflrire
and kncwv that lie was passing near ta the pit beneath tht
image ai Baal A bot gîcani sîtot througli a crevice. Ir
reveaaed a door af bronze coverine an aId entrance inta tht
pit, tbnaugh whicîî aociently the priests had been accustomed
ta (ced the lames. The door mov'ed as hie touched its bot
surface. He upened il a Jitte, that thc light inight illumine
tht passage. In tht glane lhe saw several stout pieces ai
tumber standing upright. These had been rccently put in
ta brace the great idol, the foundation ai whicb had given
way on that sida. Hirami took this in at a glance-he bad
time only for a glance. for tht flames burst forth upon hlm
and drove bum away bafore ha could close tnt door. Thtelrire
caught tht timbers, and, a little lat.en, consuming themn, top.
pled tht iniarne aboya. But of this lie knew nothing, as
taking advantagc )f the light, hie plunged on thnough several
hundred cubits cf openi way.

The passage lie had (ollowed ended in a sniall chamber
inra which struggled a ray ai daylight. Herc lay a coarse
skuli.cap ai Icather and a raggcd chiton -a merc bag witb
hales at tht bottoni for tht head and anms, tht anly garament
worn by tht poorest herdsmen. 13v the ,idt afil~ was» a club
of hieavy wood, knobbed with great spikes at ont cnd-he
ordiriary weapon with whîcb the herdsnian defended hini-
self and bis flocks (rani prowling beasts. A lîtrle walltt con -
tained dried dates and thin cakes of black bread ; anothter
was filled with smalî coins.

Toi divest hiself cf ais princely clotaing, don tht chiton
and tic tht bags about bis waist beneatb it, was trie îask ai a
moment. Then on hie wenr, working bis way like a miole
between the great stanes thar, in canfused nain, would have
blocked bis pragress, bad bieflot been guided by bis faitli in
tht pravision af lis fiend Marina.

GraduaI»' the air became purer. It reuived bis sirengih
and courage. Ligbr came int îrough ani apening which was
screened beavil>' b> a clunip cf bushes beyand it. These
guardcd the nothern enîd of tht passage raini the inspection
af any ana wthout. Crawlîng through a cravice ln tht rock,
hie emerged cautiausly, conccaling hiniseli amid tht dense
toliage. The bushes grew in a little cleaned space about
wbich wcre piles ai stona, which had an.ientl>' walled a
portion cflint temple. Ha crawhed like a lizard ta thetotp cf
tht stones and raised bis bead. He was fan beyond tht
crowd, whose faces watt aIl turned i tht opposite direction,
wvaiching with absorbed attention for bis reappearance f rani
tht sa,;rcd pavillon. Over tht stilness lie heard disrîncrly
tht shrill voice cf Egbalus, as it cried. "ICeme forth, thoti
acccptcd aiflBaal ! " Mis impulse for fligbt was cbecked by
tragic curiosity. Tht contagion ai tht gencral excitement
cauglit hlm and hcld bu r1most spellbound. Danger always
had for bun a fascination j ai thîs moment he felt il rein-
forced by a sudden passion for revenge. WVhy nat join tht
crowd, wark bus way tbraugh it, dash into tht clemrced space,
smire tle bigli priasite thte aroh, and hurl bis haied carcass
ino the lames 1 VJhat if tht pria-sis then cut hlm ie ten
thausand pieces ? I wauld bc wotb dying for. WVhy flot be
a Theseus ta bis people, and slay tht Minctaur in tht persan
ofilis most devilish represciative ? Mis brain rccled with
thethobugbt.

A wild cry ai tht multitude recalled hlm te his niant cati-

ios judgment. The people surgcd backr The great image
roppled. Ah 1 bow grimlv ha gutsscd tht reasan !

Tht crawd turned un bis direction. %Vas it un flgbi? or
had le been poited out, and were they cuting off bis escape i
He griped bis club ta brain tht first who shculd clinîb the
stanc tacap behind wbich ha bad taken refuge. As some
camne ian lie noitd ihecir trror-siricktn faces, and knew thai
îbey were flot sccking him la îhis direction, but fleeing
frain i hlm ynder writrc ie vas a superstitious embodiment
of their (cars. Then a fiendish humour came upons 1dm.
lit touk the dinty c-tp tram bhis haad, and, bowing tawards
tht dis*ant figure oi Egbalus. said : -

«'I obe>', O piesi cf Baal ! La, 1 have came forth 1"
Ht climbed dawn tht farther side of tht pile of tuins;

paused a moment ta rub handfuls cf dint aven bis liain and
face, bis clean.skinid legs and (cet ; tien swinging lus
htrdsman's club, le tan away, cutsinipping thteniait cowxtrdly
fugitive mcom the dread scene.

Ht looked for tic ntw mark ai tht circle, for tle country
was well hnawn ta hinm. Giren had he dasbed oecr these
felds an his horst airer tht fox. Here as a boy, he had
practised tht sling ai tht running jackals. Vnder lay tht
taad to Sidon, aven whicb, in princely compan>', le had
ganetot discbarge sanie duty ai siate, or more frcquently te
joiri in aris.ccratic rcvelry witb the young nababs who livcd
ta favaur aI Prince Esmanazar. Thtis rond lie date net tai .

Ta the etatttoise tht mouniains ibar walled se narawly
the plain te tht sta. In ît m wcre hiding-places, but îhey
wauld bc speedil>' searched.

I3tyond tht lirt range, btwen tht Lebanori;, a braad
valley awas opened ta the nartb, but iliai was a higltway of
trafl'uc. Tht caravans «erc pîissing up and dcwn il. He

flAstiAity 6th, isg


