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T HE CANADA PRl:.bBYl leAN

aboy shose temptatwn has beev strunges than his
virtue, to listen to consuience and .o restore lost pro-
perty. This box contained one mourning “a pen
knife, an apple, picces of coppes moncy, lump of to-
bacco, a packet of licorice from a illage grocery,
and an obscene sung, obl.\mml no one could tell
where.”
MUMBLEK FRESENT—AND ANIECEDENDS,

The number of boys present at one time varics
from 7oo to soo, the greatest number bemg from
jarge aties, Fans alone supplying onc-fifth of the
whole. \When 1 was there the buoks showed that
thirty-one were comnutted tor the serous crimes of
murder, wounding and arson ; forty-eight for ** quah-
tied * robbery ; 447 for steahng ; twenty-cight for
mmoral pracuces ; 183 tor vagabendage and mendi.
ciy.  Uf these 140 were allegitimate ; six only were
children of parents in casy circumstances ; 4o7 were
sons of laboucers ; 217 of parents without any pro-
fesston—-mendteants, vagabonas or prosututes ; 134
were the ssue of cnimunal parents; 347 had lost
one of their parcnts ; tnehve were brought up
foundling hospitals. A thud of the whole, there-
fore, had had a deplorable example of vice, and
five-sixths had recerved no moral or nellectual edu-
cation, but what tended to evil.

THE EXPENSE

is of course large, but no estiiate of receipts and dis.
bursements is given in the annual reports. The in-
come is derived from private subscriptions, and by as-
sistance from the Government, at the rate of 8o cen-
times a day per head, which leaves 46 centimes to
be supplied from other sources, each boy costing
for food, clothing, etc., 1 franc 26 centimes per day.
Of course the proceeds of the farm and workshops
amount to a considerable sum. For some years at
first the Government gave annually 50,000 francs
1310,000), diminished afterward to 25,000 francs.

THE INFIRMARY

is superintended by a man trained for the purpose,
but he is under the control of two sisters of charity,
who have charge both of the infirmary and the dis-
pensary. A physician from Tours makes daily visits.
The colopy has always been free from epidemic dis-
cascs.  Still there are always some suffering more or
less. When a lad who has left takes ill in the neigh-
bourhvod he is not allowed to go 1o the hospital, but
is sent for and brought to the infirmary, where he is
kept until completely restored.  Mettray is regarded
as a homg, the first many of the colons everhad. An
old ininate having been severely injured by the kick
of a horse, and fecling that he could not survive,
begged to be taken to Mettray, which was not far off.
He was carried in 2 cart, and, though his suffering
was great, he seemed 10 forgetit in his desire to reach
\lemay to dic “in his family,” as he said, and be
buricd in the quiet cemetery tended by r’ralcmal
hands, * Quicker, quicker,” he cried, “1 shall be
too late,” and no sooner was he placed upon the hos-
pital bed than he eapired, with these words on his
lips : * 1 did not wish to die among strangers.”
Toronto, May, 1887. T. H.

ECCLESIASTICAL CO OPERATION,

MR, EbiTor,—Pernnt me to present a few facts in
reference to Ecclesiastical Co-Operation for the
consideration of my brethren, especally for those who
are so cnamoured of this movement. I am very an-
xous that this subject should bhave accorded to it
the fullest possible consideration, and that all facts
available should be before the commissioners to the
General Assembly, as its effects unon religious hfe
and work will be far reaching and difficuit to deter-
mme. Itis a well-known fact that (g) thereis quite
a variety of opinion on the subject ; (&) that there 1s
abroad a good deal of vapid sentimentalism in refer-
ence to union and co-operation ; (¢) that those minis-
ters who are opposed to this movement are con-
sidered by many as holding extreme views., I am of
opinion that it will be found that those who oppose
this mcasure are in reality the true friends of the
Church, and on stating this {reely § give those who
favour the Scheme credit for honesty, but they do not
know or do not take ‘ntu consideration all the facts of
the case.

This matter has received a good dcal of attention
since it was brought before the Church some years
ago, and I have carefully looked at it from various
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standpoints, and, aftes due Jdeliberation, I have come
to this conclusion, viz, 1 think such Ecclesiastical
Co operation as is proposed in the resolutions of
last General Assembly is neither necessasy nur pos.
sible, and or the following reasons.

Ecclesiastical Co operation with other Chuiches in
mission work cannot be had with the Episcopal,
Baptist, Congregational or Roman Catholic Churches,
hence we are limited to co operation with the 3etho-
dist Church,

l am vpposed to the Scheme for these reasons .

The Presbyterian Church has always been va
lmnt for the truth, and cannot in any way counte.
nance ecrror in any furm directly ot indirectly,

2. 'The teaching of the Methodist Church is Ar-
minian in regard to ** Gud's sovercignty " and the
* Perseverance of the Saints“§and contains in it
the clements of decay inherent in all suth teaching.

3. Because we as a Charch would be recreant to
our suriptural position and our high and bloud bought
privileges were we, even in thinly settled districts, to
abandon cven a few families of sur people to Metho
dist teaching.

4. Because such a LOlll’bc of procedure as is recom-
mended in the * Resolutions on Co-operation” {As
sembly Minutes, page 59) would, if carried out, work
to the great injury of our beloved Church, and even.
wually cripple her daily-increasing work at home and
abroad.

If the General Assembly legislates in the linc of
these resolutions, it will be injurious te our Church.

1. Our people will say (some think so now) it is
of no consequence which Church (Presbyterian or
Methodist) we attend.

The opinion, * it is of no difference which Church vie
attend,” is very widespread, and has been assiduously
canvassed by others to the detniment of our Church
in many localities, to my own personal knowledge.

2. In a place hke Emerson, with a small population,
where Church work at present costs considerable, if the
General Assembly legislate in this direction the result

‘will be in all likelihood absorption into the Methodist

Church—a consummation, in my view, not 20 be
desired.

3. Even if, on well-defined principles, such co-
operation were arranged for, we could obtain no
guarantee that matters would be carried out with
fairness to our own Church. While ministers and
members, though apparently friendly to us, keep up
the practice of proselyting, 1, for one, could place no
reliance on any arrangement that might be made for
co-operation,

Our ministers all over the Dominion, with few ex-
ceptions, know the facts of the case as above indi-
cated. I have a wide acquaintance with our minis-
ters all over the Church, and in the majority of cases
their experience 1s similar to my own. During the
past fourteen years in every charge I have had, I
have been subjected to these proselyting influ-
ences. We have exchanged pulpits and work with
Methodist ministers, and have been on the most inti-
mate terms with them, still frequently cases of this
kind Rave occurred, and are taking place daily (when
necessary 1 can give details),

4. The advantages of this Scheme will be found
more imagmary than real. Indeed it will be found
that the advantages will be on the side of the Metho-
dist Church, and they know it.

It will do us no real good.

It is ¢he expectation of the Methodist Church in
some places that'they will eventually absorb the Fres-
byterian Church.

This Scheme is a step in that direction—a step],
for one, do not intend to take. Itisnot possible ; the
question with me is not, Would such an arrangement
save men and means? but, Would it be right, holding
the truth that we do, to give over any of our, people
to a Church which is distinctly Arminian’in her
teaching? -

We have no right, as a Church, to enter into an
alliance that will place error on a level with truth.
We must hold fast the form of sound words. .

Such co-operation is not necessary.

We, as a Church, are able to do ali our own work,to
look after our own peoplc. Let us have faith in our
God ; faith'in our people. God has blessed us abun-
d:mtly, and our people are responding liberally to all
our appeals.

Let “ systematic giving ” be more generally taught,
and bedpme the habit of our people, and the Lord’s
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ticasury wili be ainays replenished,
aganst taking a backwacd ship.

Our peuple dte not unubservant as to Church woik,
mcthods and the  wndetlying punuples. 1f th,
Scheme becomes part of our Church maclunery, do
nut be sutpnsed of i a short ume you discern a
shtinkagein the funds of the Chuich, and our aggres-
vt usswnasy wurh, nuw su spurtant, at a stand-
still?

What, I ask, is to prevent our people reasoning in
this way, “if Methodist teaching is good enough for
a few families, for whuse benefit the Church did not
deem it necdful to employ even a catechist, why
may not Metholist teachung do well enough in our
case? ™ Itisall .ery well 1o talk about liberal views,
et.. I am asliberal in my views as any on the other
side of this question, but I canuot advocate hiberal
views at the cxpense of Bible truth and the distines
tive teaching of iesbyterianism, which is Bible truth
formulated. Presbyterianism as a scheme of doctrine
is either right or wrong. If it is right (scriptural}, let us
adhere ta it, and work it along the divine lines clearly
1aid down for our guidance, and God shall bless us,
and all the ends of the earth shall see His glory. Let
cach Church Jo her own work for God. This is the
only satisfactory way. James C, QuINN,

Emerson, hiay 23, 1887,
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A4 REMEDY.

MR. EDtToR, My last letter to you has to some
esteat prepared the way for my remedy. 1 consider
th* he most important letter I have written on the
evii connected with the working of our Probation-
ers’ Scheme, and I hope it will receive the conside-
ration such an important subject deserves. Let me,
therefore, give you what I conceive to be the only
true remedy or remedics for the existing evils,

1. All unsettled charges shall be placed on the list
of vacancies. To make fish of one and flesh of an-
other congrcgauon is to continue the present dis-
order.

2. All applications for aphointments to vacant
charges shall be sent 10, and all appomntments to va-
cant charges shall be made through, a Distnbution
Committee.

3. Vacant congregations shall be required to calla
mimuster after having heard fifteen candidates. 1
speak with a considerable degree of confidence when
I say that this rule is an admirable one. 1 have
seen it in operation in several congregations in
Scotland, and with the happiest results. There the
conjregations themsclves decided to call after the
hearing of fifteen candidates. Here I would make it
a law of the Church. All I insist upon 1s a limit.

These three remedices, I think, are sufficient. There
need not necessarily be three, but there must be
two, the second and the third.

There must be one committee of supply, and only
one ; and there must be a limit to the hearing of can-
didates. Of course it is not to be forgotten that these
are the remedies of “Aliquorum,” an insigmficant
person truly. And being his, they do not carry much
weight. They will scarcely cause a ripple on the
peaceful working of our Probation Scheme. Far
otherwise would it be were our college principals and
influential city ministers to take the matter in hand.
probe the evils that exist and give their wisdom, in-
fluence and scholarship to these or such like remedics
for the wiping out of the evils justly complained of.
Will they do it ? ALIQUORUM.

THE oldest workingman in Boston is said to be
Martin Collins, who was born in Nova Scotia 1n 1766,
By engaging in trade between his home and ports in
Maine and Massachusetts he had, when forty years
old, acquired a snug property, but commercial crises
reduced him to poverty. He now lives in East Bos-
ton, and, thcugh over ninety-three years of age, works
industriously every day as a shoemaker.. Nova Scotia
produces good men.

THERE is no narrow-mindedness in the New York
Independent. It knows good men when it sees them,
as the following testifies . The Church wants no.pro-
hibitive tariff on brains. Wehave in this citya num-
ber of pastors of foreign birth who have seitled among
us, Drs. Hall, Taylor, Ormiston and Rainsford, such as
we would-be glad to duplicate again apd again, The
more of such men, the better, whether they come from,
this country or any other,



