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LETTERS FROM FORMOSA. .

The following letters addressed to Reve D Wardrope,
convener of Foreign Mission Committee, have been forwarded
for pulilication .

My Dear Broruer.—1 have considered your communi.
cation of May sth, and therein T fined the following : ¢ The
Conmmittee are not in a position to make any new appoint
ments to Formosa, ete.” Just abide by that, and let the
Comumittee bear the respensibility of sending or not sending.

(1) [ conscientivusly state that annther missionary is naf re
quired here now.

(2) Another man means for passage, ground, house, salary,
¢te., in a short tme 70,000,

(3) The more natives employed the better.  7en can be
supported on the salary of one misswnary,  They do the
worhe  Joner of my ol students taaght m Ovford College
and girls’ school day by day with great shill, - Please consid
er them missionanes and pray for them.

(4) Mr. Jamieson will svon be a real heper.

{5) Never think of putting two wissionary  families under
the same roof.

{6) No nced of another man 5 may need money for mere
chapels on cast coast.  Yours sincerely, G. L. MacKav.

Zamsus, Formoia, July 1, 1854

My Diear Sir,~i have no doulit but you will be at this
time anaious to know how affairs are with us in Formosa,
For some time past the quict rowmtine of mission work and
mission life has been disturbed by the mde alarms of cruel
war.  You will of course have seen by the public prints what
has alteady been done by the French war shipsin the con-
test with Cluna.  Whale the siruggle was confined v e
“Tonquin territory, we could speak of it and read the report
without much discomposure, but when the roarofthe cannon
comes 10 be heard almostat our awn doors it is quite a
different thutge No svuncr el wo thunk the maticr was
amicably settled than hostilities brohe out afresh, and without
much warning the port of Kelung, some ten nnles distant
from Tamsui, was bombarded, and since then Foo Chow also
has been tahen by the French. o far at Tamsur we have
seen nune of the Frendd shigse Lut o vie e 13T the L
when they may come to attempt an atack.  The Chinese
have been making preparations to oppoxe their entrance (o
this port, torpedoces have been laid at the month of the niver,
also several junks filled with stones have been sunk, and
there is a report that they intend soon to block up the pas-
sage enurely.  While these events have been tahinyg place
around us, we have been endeavouring as well as possible to
care for the interests of our mission, but of course not a little
amvious as to what the future may bring. A ume of trouble
such as this is fraught with danger to converts, preachers,
and chapels ; for the Chinese are 2 people casily excited,
and if once roused to violence, no onc can tefl to what
lengths they may go. Also the greater part of the people
make no distinction between French, English, German, or
any other European nation, but class them all aséaréarians,
So far we are glad to report all as quict over our mission
ficld. There have been threats of violeace against cunverts,
and one man reported that he had even seen Dr. MeKay'’s
head cut off, but fortunately these have so far ended in words,
Dr. Mchay caused proclamations o be pusted upn all the
towns and villages where we have chapels, stating that the
missionaries have nothing to do with the war against the
French, and that the head men of e vidlages would e held
responsible for the safety of the mission propenty.  These
proclamations have already done much good in pacifying the
people.  Weare glad o say that the Clunese officials have
shown themselves willing to assist us in taking these pre
cautions. .

In regard to the mission work propes, it of course suflers
considerable interruption, owing to the unsettled state of
affairs. The preachers at the vanous stations have been
advised to be as circumspect as passible in their intercourse
with the people, and to avoid whatever would be likely to
make disturbance.  So far Dr. McKay has heen exerting
himsclf to do all that lics in his power for the protection of
our people, and we can but trust ourselves and the future in
God's hands.  We hear and read many alarnung reports, but
this we know our God rules over all. It would not be
pleasant for ustofind that Tamsui was to be bumbarded, nor
to lcarn that Formosa was to be 2 French possession, yat
such results may lic before usan the future.  We can only
pray that God will watch over and protect his own Church
and people, overniling these events now taking place in this
Empure for the greater eatension of the Radeemer’s King
dom. W all belicve that although the lesson 1s a hard one,
1 willan thic end be fur the good of China, fur her rulers
and officials have yet to lay aside much pride, ignorance,
cunceit and duphcity before they wan properly fill the posi-
tions which they now occupy.

You may not have heard that a new chapel 3s being erccted
at onc of the inland stauows i memory of Dr. McRay's
father, and s to be called the ** Mackay Church.” The
station 15 bordernng on the savage terntory, and is counted
the snust dangerous. Hare sume time ago the ureacher and
anumber of cunverts were murderald by the savages. The
present chapel is to be a strong substantial stone building,
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and is erected by subscriptions from preachers and converts
in this mission field. Just now we hear it is advancing
towards completion.  We trust it will be another fort
against the great enemy of souls, and that within its walls
there may be trained many faithful soldiers of onr great
captain,

Lam glad to say we all eajoy good health. Mrs. J. aml
I are stll busy with the language, so far as these occasional
distractions will perant us,

Still remember us all av the throne of Grace, and seck
that Gexd may bestow nichest Blessings upon this portion of
his vineyard. We do not forget you, and all our many dear
fricmls in Canada.  We are glad to trace every onward
movement of Gad's work amongst you.

Do not be afraid for onr safety and welfare in these times of
trial.  We are testing on the Rock of & ges. Pso Al

Juna Jasieeen,

Tamsur, Sept. 1, 1884.

Sabbath %c?aool Teacher.
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Nov.0} THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON. {:Kingero

Gounex Trxr.—** Behold a greaterthan Solomon
is here."—Matt, 12: 42,

Tiur.—B. C. 995. .
Pracg.—Joruealem,

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 1. “Queen of Shoba :
Whore was Sheba?  This question cannot be positively
answered. There are two claimants for the honoar,
Ethiopia and Arabin, both countries have traditions con.
necting this queen with their history, and in both coun.
tries govornment by queens was common, for reasons,
however, which wo cannot detail here, it is pretly upani.
mously agreed that tho Arabian Sheba istheonsintended ;
¢ fumeo : * through * the nawe of the Lord:" with the
reports of Solomon’s wisdom and greatness had gone forth
the statement that all this was from tho blessing of
Jehoval, the God whow ho served ; ¢ to prove:” by ask-
ing questions to test his sagacity and wisdom.

Ver. 2. ¢‘Camo: " tho journoy would bo from twelvo to
filtcen hundred miles ; in that region, even to-day, a jour-
ney of from two to three months ; “ great train : ** a large
train of beasts of burden and servapts; “ spices:” tho
Arabian Sheba was tho great epice country of the anciont
world ; * gold, " Ver, 10, *‘a lLundred and iwenty tal-
ents ;" ** precious atounes : ' no doubt of the character #till
found in Arabia; “allin her heart : ** the thoughts and
questions she had prepared boforehand.

Ver. 3. ¢‘“T'old hor:” answered all her questions without
an exception. There are Jewish traditious of the ques.
tions asked and answered, but we do not trouble teachcrs
with them; they would only cause a wgsto of timo to repeat
to a class.

Vers. 4, 5. ** Seen Solomon's wisdom : ” i, ¢., tho prac-
tical manifestation of it in tho ordering of the affairs of
tho Kingdom, and in his personal accowaplishinents ; * the
hiouso that he lhad built : ” the royal palace; not the
Lord’s house, into which 8ho was not permitted to enter ;
s meat : ' tho vast variety furmshed for mealsa; * sitting.
servants : '* the apartments iu tho palaces assigned to the
servants or ministers ; ** atlending:"” or standiug, pro-
bably theso were a lower class than tho preceding, as tho
standing would indicate ; *‘appgrel :” very gorgeous,doubt.
less provided by tho King ; *“ cup bearers : ** whose duty was,
among other things, to pour out tho wine and present it to
the King ; ** ascent :  thoe private passage from Solomon s
palzco, which must have boon on a Jower olevation— to
tho Temple ; ** nomoro spirit: *’ she was overpowered by
all tho vastness and splendour, see Daniel 10: 17.

Vers. 6.7. ¢* A truo report : " bat it had appesred so in.

. gredible that she Liad taken a long journey to test it ; ** tho

half was not told :* this report that appeared so exaggerat-
ed was really not balf the trath; * prospority:" or
goodness, the original word may mean aither. *

Ver, 8. ** Happy—theso—which ¢tand continually : ** so
of the servants of a far higher King dovs David speak in
Psa, 81: 4,

Ver. 9. It may have beon true, as Jewish writers toll
us, that the Queen was converted by the influence of
Solomon to tho worship of the true God, yot nothing is
gaid of her offering sacrifice, which had sho been converted
she wculd certamnly have done; “to do jadgmoent:* not
simply to live in case and splendour.

Vor, 10. **She gave a hundrd and twenty talents of
gold:” about 3,500,000, so it was prophesied ; Paa.
7%+ 10 ; * abundance of spices: '’ sco on ver. 2. Ancient
historians spoak of tho vastness of tho spice trade.

Vers. 11, 12. Theso two verses aro a parenthesia, they
kave really no connection with the narrative of the lesson,
excep! as suggested Ly tho mention of tho Quaeen of
Shoba's presonts ; ** navy : * the ships wero Solomon's but
tho sailors were subjeots of Hiram; ¢* almug troes: ' gene-
rally supposud to bo sandal wood, a fragrant tree, still
very sbundont in some districts of India ; **pillars:” or
balustrades ; tho Lalustrados of tho stairways iz the tem.
plo and in tho palaco were made of this wood ; ** harps ;"
tho Jewish harp was of triangular shapo, and ordinarily
had ton strings ; ** psaltery : ” also a strivged insiroment
of a triangular form.

Vor. 18. * Gavo—all hor degire :* so great a kingasSolo-
mon could oot suffer the Queon of Sheba to exceed himin
gifts, 50 ho gave her anything shedesired to possess as a
memento har visit.  Asking for presents 18 cc:omon in
tho East, and is practised alike by princo and poasant,

HINTS TO~TRACHANS.

Toplcal Annlysis.——(? Wisdom sought, Vor, 1, 2,
2) Wisdom found, 8.7, (8) The blesscdnees of those who
nd wisdom, 8.13.

On tho first toplo picture this queen in her far-off roalm
hearing of the wounderful Hebrow King, of his woealth, his
magnificenco and espocially of his wisdom, a wisdom
which, as wo judge, Solamon had publicly declared to Lo
n spooial Divine gift, for tho famo of Solomon was ¢ con-.
corning tho namo of tho Lord, " Ver. 1, and shodetermines
to tako the long journoy, with all tho risks auvd dan.
gorsattondant, to sco this king, to find if hia wisdom is
roally what was reporied, and to prove him with hard
questions. What her ¢ hard questions " wero wo cangnly
suppose, they wore likoly word pugzzles in which ecastern
Ecoplo did, and do atill delight, but, however that wmay

avo beon, it was to hoar tho wisdom of Solomon, Tho
losson that comes to us is vory plain aund is supplied by
tho Master Himself. “Tho queen of the South came
from tho uttorinost parts of tho earth to hear the wisdom
of Solomon and beliold a greater than Solomon is horo ;"

Matt, 12 : 42.  Jesus Christ is Divino Wisdom incarnato.

Ho is not only wiso and true, He is the truth. Wo must

thon learn hero that twe should aeek Divine JWisdom, and

seck it whero alono it ean be found, in the life, tho work,
sud tho teachings of tho Saviour, Tho wisdom sought by
this wowmnan was oarthly ; the wisdomn Chlrist will give is
oternal. Thoso who go to Josus will bo built up from
this foundation with all tho truths that make wiete unto
oternal life ; * whore shall wisdom be found ? ' only here ;

*t thorefore get this wisdom and with all thy getting get

underatanding.” \

On tho second topic, we may show that hero tho seckor
after wisdom did indced find, and found so uch more
than she oxpected that sho conld say, ** tho half was not
told me ;" aithough that half was g0 wonderful that she
would not believe unless sha saw it with her own oyos.
And the seeker after Duvtne Wixdom shall find.  God hath
prowised and his promises are sure. * The Lord givoth
wisdomn, " Prov. 2: 6 ; ** If any of you lack wisdom,” see
Jas. 1 : 5. Just as Solomon, in lesson threo of this quarter,
asked wisdom of God and received it, so the trno highor
wisdom will be given to all who {eel thoir necd of 18, and
like tho king, ask Him who not only can, but stands
ready to bestow this blessed gift upon all who seck for it.

On the third topic much, very much might be said but
we can only indicate a fow thouglits. What did tho Quoen
of Shoeba find ? More than she expected, far beyond her
groatost thoughts was the magmécenco and wisdom of the
Hebroy king,and tho seeker after Divino Wisdom,spiritual
understendivg,will find it in the service of Josus with trea.
sures of joy and peace and satisfaction, of which they had
formod no conception. She received gifts from the &ing;
slie gavo gifts to bim, but the grandeur of what she had
in roturn oxcceded the precenis she brought; so our
king wilgivous out of His inexhaustiblo treasury all things
that are right for us; temporal blessings, earthly wisdom
and knowlodge if to Him it secemeth good ; but abovo all,
spiritusl blessings in princely abundance and power.
I'inally, show that lers was but an earthly temporary bless-
ing ; sho turned and went back to her own country, to the
darkness of thoe heathenisn, it may bo, from which ehe
came; as sho wont down the slopes of Zion into the Valley
of tho Jordan, and crossing its stream struck into the
desert to her distant homo, all tho magnificence and glory
of Solomon would dio away, and would bocomo only a
memory ; but the soul that has found and seen Jesus shall
dwell in His presoence, walk in the light aud beauty of His
countenance here, and whon the border.linc of time is
passed, shall rise to tho glory of His hicavonly homeo, tho
glories which * oye hath not seen, nor ear heard, noither
hath entered into the heart of man,” 1 Cor. 2:9; and
being changed into the same glory, shall alhvdo with Him
in an oternal incroaso of tho glory of which Solomon's was
only tho faintest shadow.

Supplementary.—Thero is one lesson that must
not be omitted, and it is best expressod in our Saviour's
own words, before quoted: **a greater than Solomon is
here,” and if wo refuso to listen to tho wisdom of this Di-
vino King, will not tho Queen of the South * rise up in tho
judgmont,” aund condemn ns? How great are the privie
legos of our scholars, o thousand.-fold greater than those
of this ancio: t queen ; 1ot us take heed, greater privileges,
greater respoansibilities. ** How shall wo oscapo if wo neg-
lect so great salvation, *' Heb 2 : 1.3.

INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TRACHINGS.

He that walkoth with wiso mun shall be wise.

Tho honest seekor after trath shall find it.

The * hard quostions® of our haarts can only bo answered
by Christ.

Thoe highest wiedom is to bo made wise unto salvation.

The knowledgo of God is a wisdom boyond all earthly
comparo,

Thoso who tind Christ say that the hall of His glory was
not told thom.

Solomon receiving tho Queon of Sheba, a typo of Christ.
In the way ho rocoived her. In solving all her * hard
questions.” In shawiog her his glory. In accopting her
gifts. In giving her greater gifts in roturn

Main Lesson —Got Wisdom (texts from tho writings
of Solowmon, anly.) Prov. 2.2, 3 .18.17; 4:69; 7:4;
8:10,11, 16:15; 19.8, 22:17,18, 23:12.19.23;
©ee. 7:11,12,19;9: 16,18
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THERE are 146 bequests for preaching special sermons in
the churches of London.

A1 the beginnng of the present year there were 2,280
acwspapers and clasy journals issuedin the United Kingdom.
Of these 602 were in the metropolis, 1,220 in the provinces,
73 in Wales, 192 in Scotland, 113 in Ircland, and 20 in the
Channel Istands.  Liberal poliics are advwcated by 5905

; conservatives, 379, liveral-consersative, §4 , indepentlent
or ncutral; 1,235.




