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which is invisible, and consists of the whole number
of th. saved, that have bzen, are orj shall be
gathered into one, under Christ the Head. This
spiritual and Invisible Churchis said tobe ¥ the body
and “fulness of Christ" (Eph. . 23, 33); the Bride
the Lamb's wife. (Rev. xxi. 2, 9.); and our Lord
declares that the gates of hell shallinot prevail against
it (Matt, xvl. 18 ); * for it Is bullt upo=*harock of
Christ's divinity and every one of its memba:s
is united to Christ by a living faith (2 Cor.
M, 1.y x 30-31.; xll. 613; Eph. L 23, 333}
but this cannot be said of all the members of any visible
Church. God has never leftihimself without a true
witnessing Church on earth, He had that even in the
tlme of Elijah when the external and visible Church
had beceme entirely corrupt andgldolatrous, yet even
then God bad reserved Him seven thousand in Israel
that had not bowed the kneu to Baal or worshipped
hisimage. Inlike mnoner durlog theascendencyofthe
Great Apostacy thousands of fatibful witnesses were
scattered here and thers throughout Christeadom who
malotained the pure and spiritual worship of God
according to the appointments of His Holy Word.
Then at length the Reformation bursi upon the
world as a Great Revival of Primitive Christlanity,
after o long dark winter of spiritua) deadness. Now
the Ioquiry how long will this great Apostacy continue
in power is indeed natural, and is similar to that made
by the souls of the martyrs whose blood was shed by
the early persecuting powers, (Rev. vi. 9, 10,) The
very nature of the prediction partly conceals the dates
until the period of their fulfilment; and it is not yet
possible to determnine the time when tho 1260 years
began. Robert Fleming, a Scotch minister in London,
made calculation, in 1701 founded on data given in
Scripture, and he named the year 1704 as the date
of the French Revolutlop, and the year 1848 as the
period when another great revolution should occur,
and both these calculations were correct. He also
pamed the year 1866 or 150 years later, as the period
of the fall of Antichrist, the year 1866 dates the rise
of the Apostacy from the 6o6 A. D,, when the title
universal bishop was recelved by the Church of Rome,
And we know thatat these periods the power of the
Papacy was greatly weakened, or received a deadly
wound by the revolution under Garabaldi and others,
But if we date from the year 755 A.D,, when the
temporal power of the Papacy was established and
Antichrist fully developed as a politico-religlous
system, the prophetic period of 1,260 years will ba
completed about the year 2015 A.D. Probably as
D’Aubigne says, as the rise of the great Apostacy was
gradual so will be its decline and fall, John Bunyan
says “ Antichrist had a time to come iato the world
and so must he have a time to go out again. For
although he saith thathe isa Ged, yet he must be sub-
1ect to the will of God, and must go as well ag come
according to that will. The Lord is still going on to
make that conquest over him that is determined in
the way that is determined.” How shall this system
be gverthrown? In 2 Thess. il 8. we are told “then
shall the lawless cne be revealed, whom the Lord
Jesus shall copsume with the breath of His mouth,
and shall destroy with the hrightness of His coming®
As Israel's reign in Canzan was ushered in by judg-
meats on the natlons for apostacy (for the Capaanites
originally worshipped the true God : thus Melchizedek,
king of Salem, was “priest of the Mcst High God®
(Gen. xiv. 18); Ammon and Moab came frem the
nghteous Lot) so the universal reign of Christ over
the earth shall be preceded by judgments ‘on apostate
Christendom. By “the spirit of His meuth” zeems
to be meant the word of His truth, the two-edged
sword that goeth forth out of His mouth. (Rev. L 16;
xx, 15-21.) There seems to b2 allusion to (Isafah xi,
41 * With the breath of His lips shall He slay the
wicked.” He will gradually consumse this Apostacy
by the fres preaching of His Gospel and shall uttesly
destroy at His second coming in the glory of His
Father (Bishop Newton). Thea it Is our dutyto
circulate the Scripturcs among the votaries of Rome
and t» send to them the living preacher to unfold to
them the pure Gospel of Chbrist and to show them
that salvation is only and wholly by faith in the Cruci-
fied Saviour., Then the system will be greatly
weakened and its influence diminished though it may
not wholly be destroyed until the second coming of
Christ.

But some may ask why did God permit this Great

*See A. A. Hodge on the Confession of Faith ; article
“ Church.”

Apostacy? We can know little of the ways of the
infiaite Jehovah ; but wa may be sure that He has
gzood reasons for all that He appoints or permits, He
is holy in all His ways, and cighteous 1n all His deal.
Ings with the creatures whom He has made. One
reason may be that It was necessary as a moral dis-
clpling for his people. There is a tendency in the
human mind to trust ia outward forms, and in thecrea.
ture rather than in the Great Creator or Redeemer;
and we have the full development of this tendency In
Popery which obscures the way of salvation by Christ
only, by placing in the foreground the mediation of
saints xnd angsls, the power of the priests to forgive
sins, and the efficacy of various sacred things ; and in
these many trust rather thanin Christ to their cternal
ruln. Thenthoss who take the Word of Gad as their
gulde are taught more emphatically the great evil and
danger of reliance on human merit, and the necessity
of simple trust in Jesus only for salvatlon;--that
salvation to the race, as to theindividual, is of the
Lord, and that in humble dependence on the Holy
Spirit only can apy real progress be made. Letus
thep cherish and put in practice the Scriptural and
fundamerial principles of Protestantism, These are
that the Viord of God s the supreme standard of
faith and mau.ners,and thatall human teachings should
be subordinate to it ; that it is the right and duty of
every man to stady the Word of God (1s the expres-
sion of the  oi his Heavenly Father) for himself,
that it is . sdvilege of every man to judge for him-
self, what is the mind of God concernlng bim as
revealed {o the Scriptures ; and that it is the duty of
every man to worship God in the ways he has ap.
pointed in His holy Word ; and in order to this to
beligve on the Lord Jesus Christ ag the only Saviour
of sinners, to receive the great salvation as the free
glit of God to all who cometo Him through Christ,
and earnestly to seck the pardon of all his sins, for
the sake of Christ’s atonement in our room, and that
the Holy Spirit may enable him to lire a life of holy
obedience and devoted service to Him who bought as
with Hig preclous blood. In the Protest of Spires,
1529 A, D., the Word of God reigns alone.  That
Protest sets the power of conscience above the civil
magistrate, and the authority of the Word of God
above the visible Church. Itteaches with theapostles,
that we “ought to obey God ratherthan man” ; when
the laws of God and man conflict ; and, therefore, it
malntains the right and duty of Christiaas to preach
the Gospel to all who will hearit. By maintaining
that “the truth as itis in Jesus,” as set forth in the
Divine Word, is alone capable of saving the world,
the Reformers defended with intrepid courage the
right of Christian proselytism as maintaied by the
apostles, in obedience to our Lord’s commission and
command. {Matt, xxviil. 18-20: Mark xvi.15,) We
cannot abandon this right and the missionary spirit
which it lovalves whithout deserting the funda.
mental principles of Protestantism. This duty we
are endeavouring to perform by sending missjonaries
to the heatben and the Jew, and by ocur Protestant
missions to the French Canadians ; these missions I
commend to the cordial support of all.  The great
object of the framers of the Protest of Spires was to
secure civil and religious liberty, freedem of thoughe
and actlon, the beaven-given right to wsiship God
according to His Word and the dictates of conscience
without let or hindrance from man, They succeeded
in the noble effort, and thus transmitted unto us the
goodly heritage of privileges which all epjoy. Let
as then, following the motto of the noble house of
Nassau (I maintain”), maintain these privileges for
ourselves and hand them down intzct to our children’s
children. L=t us then as Protestants prize and study
our Bibles, 4rd daily dig in this spintual mine for the
heavenly treasure which it contains., Lez us potrest
satished with having the Word of God 1n our hands,
but earnestly sesk to have a personal Interest in
Christ whom it reveals, as the only Saviour, to have
Christ formed in our hearts as the hope of gm.

{ 70 be centinued. )

Tue Rev. Dr. Jenkins, of Montreal, is at present
supplying with much acceptance the pulpit of St. An.
drew's Church, in the absence of the pastor, Rav. Mr.
Herridge, who Is in Scotland. Dr. Jenkins is preach-
iog a series of fivediscourses on “ Natural and Revealed
Theology.

Tuz American Church, near the Champs Elysces,
Paris, has been lately purchused for the use of the
Scottish Presbyterians for $30,000. The Paris congre-
gatiou has alrcady dens wonders.

BIBLE STUDY iN THE FAMILY.

The [o'lowlng paper was read by the Rev. James
Ballantine, Parls, at the Fificenth Annua{ Conventlon
of the Brant County Sahbath School Association,
held I the city of Brantford :

In some respects our era may be characterized as
““The Bible Age.” Never before, certalnly, wers so
many coples of the Word of God In clrculation.
Thanks to the printing press, it were now impossible
for Rome to burn the Bible out of the world, *“So
bright with Bible knowledge,” said the late Dr. James
Hamillton, * Is our medern atmosphere, that it would
be almost as easy to close the portals of the east and
shut out the day-spring, as to exclude the mornlng of
Truth now dawning on the mountains of Time®
The Bible Is ackaowledged to be the corner.stone of
our civil and religious liberty —the perenntal fountain
of the knowledge, holiness, and happloess of society.
Why then, it may be asked, has such a book, though
widely known and read, so largely falled to effect the
regeneration of Chilstendom? The depravity of
buman nature I3, no doubt, a good general answer to
the question ; but thero is nevertheless the specific
cause of gullty fallure on the part of professing Chris.
tlans, properly and directly to apply, in the schoo!
and the family, the great principles of Holy Scripture
to tha lives and hearts of men. Of society’s three
forms, the family, the Church, and the State, the first
Is the msst Important, as constituting the foundation
of the other two. The preserving salt of Christen.
dom is its well-ordered Christlan families, Yet in
how few homes, comparatively, is the Bible daily
studled as the oracles of God ! But mark it weii. in
whatsoever family the Bible does not relgn supreme,
something else will reign, and that less worthy. To
ignore or neglect the Bible in the family, is to sapand
undermine both Church and State.  Oa theimportant
subject of its study in the home, I bave nothing new
to present to you, Our knowledge is here far ahead
of our practice. 1 would simply seek to stir up the
pure minds of Christian parents and teachers by put-
ting them in remembrance of the followicg thruths :
1. Lible study is the most important ; 2, The family
is its best school; 3. It makes the best family; 4. 1
shall conclude with a lew remarks on the best method
of studying the Seriptures in the famlly,

1. BIBLE STUDY 1S THE MOST IMPORTANT.

The sacred volume Is well named * The Bible,” or
¢ The Book" Other books we may read, but this
book we #ust read. For, to quote John Locke's
familiar testimony, * It has God for Its author, salva-
tion for its end, and truth, without any mixture of
error, for its matter.” Mr. Matthew Arnold, in a re.
cent lectare in Toronto, is reported to have said :
« But whilst acknowledging aad recoguizing the fact,
that for exceptional minds an exclusively scienmtific
traiping may be the one essential to tull develop.
ment, It must be denied that for the great majority of
mankind such a training is the best. And for this
reason : such a training ignores one essential ele.
ment in the nature of average humanity, inasmuch as
it works wholly in the region of the intellectual, leay-
ing uonourished the emotional nature, “the sense of
conduct,’ ‘the sense of beauty There is a certain
degree of interest attaching to the fact, and a certain
importance as well, that when a candle burps, car-
bonic acid gas and water ai2 formed; but there is
nothing in such knowledge which reaches the emo-
tions, nothing to link itself to man’s ‘sense of con-
duct,’ or ‘ sense of beauty.” On the other hard, the
conceptions obtained from,thestudy of art, eloguence,
poctry, and the like, do inevitably appeal to the emo-
tional nature, and find many points of contact with
our ‘scnse of conduct,’ and ‘zense of heauty.' They
link themselves to them in a way that is mysterious
and Irresistible.”—G/obe newspaper of February 13th,
1883, Now what the lecturer here describes in edu-
cation, and pleads for in connection with the con-
ceptions of art and literature, is furnished in its ful-
ness, and as no other book can farnish it, by the
Bible. “ The Scriptures contaln,”® remarks that emin-
ent scholar, Sir William Jones, “independently of a
divipe origin, more true sublimity, more exqnisite
baauty, purer morality, more important history, and
finer strains hoth of poatry and eloquence, than could
bs collected within the same compass, from all other
books that were evar composed in any age, or in any
idiom.” Moreover, this book will explain, what My,
Arnold confasses his inability so do, the how and the
why of the commanding smoral element in education ;.



