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whlch la Invisible. and constats cf the wbole numbor
ai th.- *avod, that have brou, arc cri' shail bc
githereti mIn one, urider Christ the Head. This
spirIîuaI and Invisible Church 15 said ta bo Ilthe body "
and Il fulness cf Christ i (Eph. I. 22, 23) 1the Biride
the Lamb's wif. (Rev. XXI. 2, 9. ); arnd aur Lord
dectara. that the gates ni hcfl shallnot prevail against
It <Maut. xv i :11 * for It h bulIt upen *he rock of
Christ'. divlnity and every anc of Its rnernbw
sa united te Christ by a living fflth (2 Cor.

tII. Il-; x. 30.31. ;xii. 6 13 ;EPh. tL 22, 3.32)
but tht. cannai ho satti cf ail the members cf any visible
Church. Gad has nover ltebimsctf withaut a truc
witîacsslag Churchan carta. Ho had that oven ttho
titue of EIijah when the externai, andi visible Chutch
badl become entircly corrupt andjidolatraus, jet even
then God bati rcserved Hirn sovea thousand ln Israel
that bail net bowed thc kaieu. te Baal or worshipped
bislinaeI like mnner during the ascendencyaf the
Great Apastacy thousands cf fatlhful witntsses wcr
scattered bers and thoe throughout Christendamn wha
maintalacti the pure and spiritual worship, cf God
3ec'ordtng te the appolntrnenis cf Hi. Holy Word.
Then ai lcngth the Reforation burit tapon the
world as a Gret Revival cf Primitive Chrlsiianlty,
afier a long dark winter cf spiritual deadness. Now
the loiquiry how long wlU tht. great Apostacy continue
ln power Is tadecd natural, and hs simiLar te that made
by the souls cf the martyrs whose blond wus shedi by

Ç4 the carly persecuting power. (Rcv. vi. 9, zo.) The
vcry nature cf the predIction partly conceals the dates
until the petiotd of Itei fulfiluitnt ; and t ila net yt
passible te determine thetimre whea the z6o years
begail. Roabert Fleming, n Sccotch nilaster tn London,
mnade calc"ulatlon, ln 1701 founded on data given ln
scdipture, and bt narned thes year 1794 as the date
ar the Frencha Rovolution, and the yea. 1848 as tht
period when another great revolutian shoutd occur,
and bath, these calculatlans wteo corret. He aite
named the year x866 or 150o yem arSter, as tht perlod
or the fai of Antichrist, the year 1866 dates the risc
of the Apostacy fram the 6o6 A. D., whera tht titis
universai bishap was recelved by the Church cf Rame.
And vie know that nt those periods the power of the
Papacy was greatiy weakened, or recelved a deadty
waund by the revolution tander Garabaldi and othets.
But if we date frein the Year 755 A.D., when tho
temporal power cf the Papicy was established andi
Antlcbrist fully developed as a polltlco.reUlous
systein, the prophetic petioti cf 1,260 years wIUl h5
complcted about tht year 20: 5 A.D. Probably as
D'Aubigne says, as the risc cf the great Apostacy wus
graduai se will bo Its decline andi <ail. John Bunyan
says IlAntlchrlst had a tdrue te camte late the worlid
and se must ho have a Urne ta go out again. For
although ho salth that ho la a God, yet ho must ho sub-
iet te the will et God, andi must go as well au camne
according la that will. Tht Lord Is st11 going an to
mrake that conquest over hlm that hs determined ln
the way that is determtaedl" Haw shall this sysîcma
ha overthrown ? In 2 Thes. il. S. we ame tol Il "data
shaU tht tawiess ane hc revtaledp whom tht Lard
Jesus saol consume with the breath of His axouth,
andi sall destroy with the htghtness cf His coming.Y
As lsrael's relgn la Canwin wus ushereti ln by judg.
ments on the nations *far aPostacy (for the Canaanites
originally worshippcd the truc God : thus Melcbizedoki
king of Salemi, was Ilpriest af the Mcst High Godu

*<Gen xiv. 18) ; Ammon and Moab came (rem lthe
raghieous Lot) so the universal reiga cf Christ aver
the cartia shaU bo preceded by îudgments'on apostate
Christendont. By I he spirit cf Hi, macuth I seenç
ta ho meant the word cf His truth, the two-edged

* sward that goeth forth out cf His mouth. (Rev. t. z6 -
XIX. 15.21.> There seems te bc. allusion te 1Isaiah, xL.

.w Wt tht breath ef lis ips shall Ho slay the
wackred." Ht wiUl gralually consume this Apostary
by the free.preachiag cf H-is Gospel andi shall utterty

; desttoy ai Hlm second coming ln tho glory cf His
Father (Bishop, Newton). Then l.Is o ut duty te
circulais tht Scripturas waong the votarlts cf Rome

*anid to sead te 'hem, tht living preacher te uafald te
themt the p=r Gospel cf Christ and te show them
that salvatian 1, anly andi wholly by faith la the Cruci.
fieti Saviaur. Then the aystemn wMf be greaily
wsakened and ils Influence dimînîshet though i May
not whoily bc dtstroyed until the recn'¶ comlng of
Christ.

But sma rna a3k why ii Goti permit ibis Croat
*Sec A.. A. Hodgc on the Confession of FaitîL; article

"Chutth."
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Apastacy P Wc can knot littho of tht ways cf the
infiaite jthovah ; but wo nMay ho sure that Ht bas
geed reabons (or &iU that Ho appoints or permaits. Het
Io boiy la &Ui Hlm ways, ant rghteous in ait His tent.
Ings with the creatures wborn Ho bas made. ont
rtnon rnay ho that it was nccossary as a moral dis.
cipline fer bis people. There hs a tendoncy lui tht
hunian mind te trust la outward forais, andin thecrez.
turc rather than la the Great Creator or Redeemer ;
and vie bave thoj fuil devctoprnent of ibis leadency ln
Poptry which obscures the wa>' of salvatlon hy Christ
anly, by placing la tbe foregrotrud tht rnedlaîion ci
saints udt angels, the power cf the pniess te, forgive
o is, and tho efllcacy cf varlous sacred things anti la
ihese rnany truast rather thon ln Christ te their eternal
ruin. Then those viho tako tht Word af God as their
guide are tauRht marc emphatlcally the great cvii anti
danger cf reliance on buman mcmit, anti the nectssity
af uirnple trust ln Jesus enly for salvatiots - that
salvation te the race, as te the Indivîdual, i. cf the
Lord, and that ln humble depentienceoan the Holy
Spirit oniy cia any seat progresa bc matie. Let us
then chertsh and put la practice tht Scritural andi
fundamertai priociples cf Protetatsm. These arn
thai the V erd cf God Is the aupreme standard cf
faith anti mai .nemsL at hat ail buman teachings shoutti
bc suhordinatu te It; that fitIs the rfght anti duty cf
every min te stitiy tht WVord cf Goti <ta tht expros.
sien ai 'ho v, ci bis Heavenly Father> for bimmelf,
that it hs " , iMvllteo f every ma te judge for hlm.
self, vibat la the .nind of God canceming him as
revealeti la 'he Scilpturu ; anti that lItI. the duîy cf
ever man ta worihip God la 'he ways ho bas ap.
polnted ln His bcly Word; anti la order te this te
bollove on tht Lard Jesus Christ as the anly Savaour
cf simiers, te recelve the great malvatioa as tht fret
glît of God te ail viho came ta Hlm thraugh Christ,
anti earnestly te aeek tht pardon cf ail bis ai, for
tht sake of Christ': atonernent la out recru, anti that
'ho HoIy Spirit may enable hlm to lire a 111e of haly
chedience anti devcted service te Hlm who bouRht us
wlth His preclous blond. Ia tht Proiesi cf Spires,
2529 A. D., tae Word ci Gat reignas ant. That
Prott sets the power of conscience ahove tht civil
magistrate, anti tho auihorlty cf the Word cf Geti
abovo the visible Churcb.. It teaches wi' tht aposîtes,
thai vre «lought te ehey Goti rather 'han man" ; when
the lavis of Goti anti man conflict ; and, themefore, it
maintains 'hc rigbt anti duîy of Christians ta proach
the Gospel te &Il who wiii hein ht. By maiatalnlng
that "ltht truth as It Is la Jesus," as set forth ta tae
Divine Woard, Is atone capable of saviag the world,
tht Reformors tefentied whth intrepiti courage the
tlght cf Christian prostizm as majatainet hy tht
apostles, la obf"Ilencc te aur Lord'. commission anti
coninamd. <Mati. xxviii. z8-20: Mark xvi. 15.) WVc
canni abandon tais rlght andi tht missionary spirit
whlch It Involves vihithout desertlng tht funda.
mental principles Of Pratestantsm This duty we
are endtavouring te perforai by sendlng missianaties
te the beathenà andi tht Jet., anti hy aur Protestant
missions ta the French Canatihans ; tbese missions 1
comameati te tht cordial support et ai]. The gicat
abject ef 'he framera of dt Pratest cf Spires vazs te,
secute civil anti religleus liberty, freedora oi thonght
anti action, tht beaven-given rlght to w.-.shtp Goti
accordtng te His Word anti tht dictates cf conscience
wilUiont let or hindrnace <rom mata. Tbey succeedeti
la 'ho noble effort, anti thus traaniîied tante us 'ho
goodly heritage cf privileges which ail eDjoy. Let
uis thon, following tht motta of the noble bouse ci
N issau (Il 1 maintalah>, mnainiain these pilvieges for
ourselves anti hant hem, down intact ta our childmea's
ciildrea. Let us then as Protestants prize anti sîudy
oui Bibles, Stnt daily dlg ha dais spiritual mine for the
beavenly treasre which it cantains. Ltt us net tosi
satlsfet ida having tht Word of God in oui baands,
but eamaestly seck te have a personal interost an9
Christ whom i reveals, as the caly Savicur, te, bave
Christ Cormet in oui hennis as tae hope cf Clary.

ALPHA.

Tua Rev. Dr. jenkins, of Moatreal, Is ai present
supplying yuLh MUch acceptanCa tht pulpit cf St. An.
trewls Churcb, la tht absence cf 'ho pasici, Rev. Mn.
Hcrnhdge,w vilalaScotland. Dr. Jenkîns h prach-
lng a stries of flvp:tuscourses an IlNatural andi Rtvealet
Theology.

Ta Anercan Chuncb, tient the Champs Elysces,
Paris, bas been lately purcbatset for the use cf tht
ScottishaPresbyterlas for $3oow. Tht Parscongre-
gatloua bas alrcady dre waaders.

BJIBLE -STUDY' I111A -AJL>.

Thet f'towing paper u rend by tht Rev. James
Ilaitantine, Paris, ai the Fitteenth Annual Convtnttonà
of the Brat County Sabbath School Association,
hetti la tht city cf Blrantford.

ln some respects our era may be characterlied as
"The Bible AgcY" Nover hefore, certainly, were se

rnany copies of tht Word ai God tn circulation.
Thanks te tht printing press, It wero now Impossible
(or Rome te hum tho Bible cut cf the world. "lSe
brlght with Bible knowtedge,» said the Lain Dr. James
Hamilton, IlaI out modem atrnosphe, that It wauld
bc aimait as cosy ta close the portats cf thù eust andi
%hut eut the day.spring, as te oxclucie the mornIng ci
Trutit net. dawning an the mouaitains of Ttme.»
Tht Bible Is ackaowlcdged tu, bo tht corner.stone cf
aut civil ant eilius liberty -the peronnia fountaîn
cf tht knowtedge, hotiness, and happiness cf society.
Why thcn, It may ho askcd, bas such a book, tbough
wideiy known andi reid, se iargely failedl te elTect tht
regenctaion ei Chtlstentior? The depravily ci
hurnan nature t2, ne douhi, a gond genemal answer te
tht question; but thero la ncvertheltss tht specific
cause cf guity failuro oni tht part cf pro iessing Chrîs-
tIani, prcperiy and dlrectly te appîy, ha tht schoat
and tht famlly, the great principles of Holy Scrlpture
te the litres andi hearts cf mea. 0f saciety's tIarec
faim;, the family, the Chu:cb, anti the Siate, the firsi
Is the meii Important, as constltuting tht foundation
cf 'heoather two. Tht preserving sait ai Christen.
dom 1, lis wetl-ordered Christian familles. Yet la
how fow hornes, comparatIvely, ta tht Bible daily
studled as the crackcs of God ' But miark It wel;. ln
whaisoever famlly the Bible dots nlot retgn suprerne,
someilng tise will raign, and tirat less won'hy. To
ignore or negîci the Bible la the famity, is t aa ond
undermine bath Cburch and Stais. Onthe Important
subject, cf lis study la tht borne, I have nothing itet
te present to jeu. Our knowledge la heme far ahcati
cf aur practice. I v'ould slmply seek te sûr up tht
pure minds ai Christian parents and tachers by put.
ting them la trmembranceofe tht foUlowing ibthe
i. bible study la 'ho Most Irnportant ; 2. The farnly
i. is best school ; 3. It maies the best famiiy ; 4. 1
shaU canclude wlth a lew remrnank on the bestmethod
ef studylag tht ScriPtures la the famlly.

i. BIBILE STUDY 1S THE MOST IM1PORTANT.

Tht sacred volume i. well naied Il The uBie," or
"The Book:, Other books '.we inay tend, but this

book we must read. For, to quott John Locko's
familar testirny, Il It bas God for is author, salva.
tion for ls end, and truth, wi'houî any ixJture cf
error, for its malter.» Mr. Maithet. Arnold, in a me.
cent lecture in Toronto, ia reported te bave said :
"lBut whUst acknowledglng and necoguizlng thi fact,
that fot exceptio-ial minis, an excluitrly scientific
training may be 'heo nc essenlial ta tull devtlop.
ment, it must ho denled that for tht great majorlty cf
mankinti such, a training hs the best. And for tais
reason masch a training Ignores ont essential e-e
ment ia the nature cf average humaatty, inasrnuch as
ht works whdlly in 'he reglon Of tht intcilectuai, leav-
ing unnounisheti tht emaîlonal nature, ' the %onse 01
coaduci,' «tht stase af beauty.' There is a certain
dtgree a! interest aitacbing te the fact, and a certan
impertance as wal, that whea a candle humas, car-
boalc aciti gas andi water a;a formed; but there is
naihing la such knewledgc whlch moachos the emo.
lions, noihing te link Itscif te maa's 'sease ci con-
druct, o: #'sense ci beauly.' On the ather iaad, the
conceptions ebtainod fromithe study of art, eloquence,
poctry, andi tht like, do Inevltahly appeal ta tho eoa
tionnI nature, anti finti many points cf contact wlth
aur « sense cf conducV, anti 'rense of beauty.2 They
link taemselves te them la a way that is mystemiaus
anti I=tistlble.P-Globe newspaper cf Fcbruary 1.311,
1884. Now what the lecturer h=r describes in edu.
cation, anti pîtatis for ln connectioli with the con-
ceptions cf art anti Ilterature, hs furnshe is fui.
ness, anti as ne other book cari furnlsh, h, hy the
Bible. "4ThtScipinnescontait,» remnks that trai-
ont scholar, Sir William, Jones, ilindepcndeatiy o! a
divine criei, more truc sublirltyi mare exquisite
beauty, putr moralhty, mare important hsory, and.
finer strains both o! poctry andi eloquence, 'han coulti
ho callecteti wLhln tae sant campass, frara ail other
books that wcrcev c omposed ln any age, or ini any
idlama." Morcovcn, ibis bock wlU explaln, what mr.
Arnoldi confesse bis iabiliîy te do, tae hot. ant he
why of the carnmandlng: moral ectaent in educatlon;.


