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Luvicitovs thirags ippen occasionaUly even ln
Church courts. % I c should like to hear cf an incident
more utterly.grote--que than this one. The Presbytery
of San Francisco struck fromn the roll ini a sumnmary
mfanner thetnainle cf a minister that they wished te
get rld of. The Syeed restored him ln aider that lie
miglit bc disciplincd and fe:mally deaIt with. White
the etring brothgr vras bcing foimaliy tried the ciection
of Coasmissioners te the Asseinb'y teck place. The
erriuag brolher's ne muade tht forty rairth on the roll
and gave the Presbytery two additional commissioners.
As a maUct of tact these cammissioners rcpresented the
deposed minister in the Assemt!i; At ait events il tht
deposedl minister badl not been tzmporarily restored for
purposeq of discipline these commissioners wouid net
have bren sent Their experts amounted te 16So
and the Coasmittet ce M iletge protested ajpu.t pay-
i"g the accouait, but it was ne 'tac. Nebody had
donc anything twreng. Thc deposed ministe- simply
Iacr ed the repreýsentatl-an hy one mort .ainister
and eider. Qateer things do sometin bappmn

THE basis cf Unien get a reugh hi.'dlieg ie tice
Montreal Conférence last a-tek and was only z.aved by
a smai majority. The debate lasted twe da.,s and
was geed. mny cf the speeches being net oniy log.-
ca& but full cf lite. Mir. Pland argued against union
on tht ground that " a gencrous riviry amenp.
Churches could net but be , i oductive ai god. TI'e
Spartans refuseti te destrey Athens because it was
necessary te have an enezny te whet the valeur cf their
yeung men " Mr Ha5 2, met th:s pcint by saiyang
that "the Presbyterian Churci -the daugliter cf the
Covenanters - weuid give Methodism all tht rivalry it
uranted. ' Yeu are r ht, brother Hardy. 'tVc are a
slow people and ne -nuch in tht rivalry Une, but if a
alval la ail that ls needed te censutamate tht union we
wii try te fill tht place. The Episcopa!s need net
stand eut ie tht cold fer that purpose. Wc are a
litt --hied ie the matter cf *'special eflorts-." "llove
feas,' "lcamp meetings " and sucli like, but a-c will
doour best. One thing, heaever. miust ,e undmtocJ
If we are te be 'lie %thens fer y uiig Methedist Spar-
tans te whet their valeur ce, le " Guardian " must
net prbish any mere ru, tours about imaginary
etrevolti Il2 inur tanks.

FOR several ytars there bas beer. a iittle friction
between tht Home Mission Board anid the Presby-
terita In the Amenican Chaxrch. Censaitutienally, the
mission work wi-hin the bundseof a Piesbytcry sheuld
b. managed by the 1Presbytery ; but the h Preaby,

-a -- I
tery bus Do iney, or Very littie. The Amenican
Church entrusts the }:ome Mission Bloard, or, as tie
wculd say, comrnUtt-.e, wlîh hait a millon pet year fer
Heine Mission purposes. Tht Presbyteiy says. *W
cannet allea- outsiders entire contrR et tht work le
cur mission field.** Tht Bloard snswcrs . » Wt cannot
pay eut this ha maillon entrusteti to lis by i* Churcli
without lcehîng after lis expcnditut-e." Ileth are righLa
Home Mission work under sucli circumstances cait
cniy bc cartitd on by a compromise. Tht Americaa
Church comprornàscd le tbis way. The Prtshytertri
orgauize mission chrrches aed decide upon the moral
charactcr and standing cf misslenattes ; the Board
judgcs cf tht fitness ef mîssionaties fer any given fieRd.
Pc:haps this arrangement inay be as gond as any
cither. Oe thng is cL'-ar, neither ln the wAstcrll
States nor in Canada can Home Mission weakc b.
cirried ena, except en the bosis of a compromise.
l>resbytcries cannet have aIl their ca-e way, nettbr
can the Ilomo Mission Cemmittec. Cemmon senso
mnust draçw tht line between them semnewhere. Our
Home Mission Committec and tht Preabyteries have
se far mianaged with tht minimum cf friction.

Tifs Mederator cf tlic American Assembly, le his
openîng sermon, attributed the falling aff le tht num-
ber cf theological students te the wenldly tante of the
Churcli. This may b. one causo- but sema .rethrtn
w-li spoke alter the moderator shewed very cteatly
that it la rot the caRy ont. These three additionai
causes vite pcinted ct'î -vath anutcli force . (t> minis-
crs are eltei pushed aside te nie way for younger

men w-hile quite able and willing te work , ii) ewing
te la, k cf Preshyterlal oveisight and contrat ministera
are offtrt at tht mcrty et "a few uereasoieg malcon.
tents "', 3; te get a cati a minister must pusli has way
abreugli a crowd et candidate s'Tht sîglit cf b.
Icagured pulpits repels every man et ordinary sensi-
bility a-hen bc thinks %hat it i through such a crowd
hte as te weak bis way te a positi' a fer uttering truths
more precacus te him than lite." These causes are
potent, and must seau tell in Canada as weii as an tht
United States, if we de net guard against thean. Tht
countraca are se near, and arc heceming sa anucli
alake an naany respects thint the saute causies muat
operate le bath Cburcie. Any youang man cf sense
keews that lie w-il stome day b. flty if bc titres, and if
lie kncws that the Churcli ail! practicaily cast han
aside at that age hc us net very likely te enter tht
ministry. No young man fit Ici bc a minuster wishes
te be at tht Llercy cf any twc et three g-dl.-s plotters
in has congregation, and if Preabyteries ai t'vr sucli a
state cf thîrags they cannot expect young men ef self-
respect te enter thp ministry. A seul cf ',ardinary
seesiblity " revoits at bci Idea of candadatung, and a
yeung man of fine féeeirgs as very apt te say, if 1 can't
preacli Christ witheut fightieg fcr a pulpit II serve bicn
soin,! other Yray, or in soe other Church. That as
exactly hew the matter stands.

THES NJNTI? GENE/M I AS.SEMBL Y.

T H-L Ge uitai Assembiy be%.-à sas meetings Ln Lon-
dor. thas evenicg. Representat ives from ait parts

cf the Dùm.nion art expetied te ie present at the
sataiegs cf the Supreme Court cf the CLarch. Se fat
as )et appeais, ne burning" questîens thicaten te
ernerge. la the history cf every Church uliese do
arise, and require carclui, judicieus, and thoro%..,ý
disa.uicn. Wc have liadt suc.h questions an tht pa,
tie may e.epect te have thean again. There as n.o use
in deprecating their occurrence. Theytue inevltable.
There ueed b. ne timadity an approaching their ccn-
sideratice w-len, in tht ceurse et tht Church's histery,
they arise Their absence at present, howevser, as a
matter for congratulation and thaniduiness. T'he
quiet prosperity eejoyed by tht Presbyterian Chua'ch
ini Canada is, if wiscly imuraved, fraught vr.th h!essxng.
White ne exciting questiens are lakely te abaarb tht
ir-zrest cf the members there a-il! bi ail tht mere
opparturity fer carnest attention te tht lzoper work
cf the Chur.b. Mur-h cf that P ark is disuuissed by
those net immmoà--!, oc.upied an it.s censideratien
as -1routine"I which naay bce safely left -to the lotita-ho
ama willing teah stalder any aracunt cf work and
responsiblity It is net impiied tisa: sucli work is
atually dont iegUga.'tIy, ft less improperly ; but
there la uo dea.,Ing tisat, if Assemhly Meres=xtatives,
generally, teckt i deaee lnterest ila the erdia4 auj b-..u.
ness cf the Supreme <Curt, Presbyteriaus tirmugisout
the Domlxuinicn wouid takc a tr uth moe= Intelligent

and active "ar ln the wek cf the Chumrh than lit tht
case at prescrit. Thet heterlcal maxia, îj y'ou wctaid
niake others fe-el yen must yourseUl bc mcved, appîles
liera as elsea-here. Tht prescrit Assembiy afTends an
excellent cpportuanity fer a careful and patient con.
sidetatlon cf detaîls a-elatleg to thei ordinary woik cf
tht Chaircis ahidi sesdom occuts, and a-hidi :ntly net
ha cxpecied te occut frequently. d-ene tht Impor-
tance ot lmprovlng tht present eu)portun$.ty.

There are returus cn only two remîts te bc re-Iorted
te tht preet Assensbl7. Ont cf these remits relates;
te trie method et appolntlng StitndIng Committees,
and tht other te a mare uinifonni system ot cxanining
ibeologicai students thaci existât ai present. During
tht intervai beta-cen bu lust meeting and the meeting
ci tht preseni Assembly these questions *aave net
eveked very match discus.lton. Tht variQ.s Presb>.
tcrats that ceesidercd these remuas did s,,, r.î leaui se fat
as thcir c ffadal reports Indicate, cnly In il languid way.
Ta(ugh tht Celumes cf TUEs PRUE IYTERRAN are
hcantiiy at the disposai cf conespoedents for the
expression et their vlcws on subjects cf this nature
whcrn they arise, writera have only tect sparingly
avalied tlemselvr- cf this privilege. Thesa twoeques-
tiens w-lU probably b. dîspeseti ef wlthoui dflMculty
at the presca. Assembiy.

Another quiestion ot pressing practical Intrit a-ill
come up ai tii Assembly. The schtano for t'ti dis.
tribution et proachers is faille g te pleces. It has titan
malntained a-lth ihe best intentions and wltà ccm-
ruenctaute caujeavours te work it impartially. but its
usefulness is gene. ltis higli time te devte spccial
attention te tis part ef tht Church's machtnerji,
a-len correspondeets, clerlcal and iay, arc cailing for
short leran pastorales on tht itinerant principles ef oui
Methodlst brethren. Facan tht feeling existing
ameng niinisters and congregatiens tht consîjleraton
cf thia aubject la likely te prove interestitig, and wre
trust satisfactcry.

There teili aise bce at.eple tinté ait tht disposai cf tht
Assembly for careful attention te the Home and
Fereign Mission work cf the Church--departmenis
cf Christian activity gtowing in importance eveny year.
Then there arc the vital lnterosts ef the Sabbath
Scheoi, the Stata cf Religion, Evangelis tic Work, tht
Observance et tht Lord', Day, Temperaice, French
Evangelizaticai, tht State cf our Collegeg, tht specuti
dlaims cf Manitoba anid tht Nanths West. These a-ral
aflord profitable themes fer tht ccnsidananion cf ever
member cf Assenubly. There are other schemes
whose consideration is always hiable te bc curtaded
w-lit business presses that weil deserve patient aud
considerate îreatment, sucli as the Wldowa' and
orphans' Fund, and tise Aged and Infinis Ministerb'
Fuud. WhUe the court can command tht timie these
subcrdinate but very ntcessary schcmes ouglit te
receive tht attention they menit.

The Assembly commtncing its meetings thîs even.
!cg may be less exdtfing titan otbers that have pre-
ceded it, yet, by tht blesslng and pressence cf tise
Great Head of thse Church, it may becoîne more
profitabin than any yet held. May it provre cheevng
and heiptul te those a-ho take a sttady lnterest an
tht mark ef the Chur-h. Pitasant recollectioes of
brotherly communion, and tht lnsplring Influence of
coucentrated attention te tht interests cf lion wiaU
hc camnied bac-k te saime ef tht remotet manses an
the Dominion , and several dea-ecast brellitta wiVa
when tht Nintis Assemb!y adjourns, re:umtn t heir
spIttes et labour wth rcnewed detenusinaticn te be
steadfast, immevable, always abeunding in tht work
offile Lord. _________

THE fS 15TIODIST UNION.

fETHOLIST union seemed atone time bkcly te
tuL bc consunimated wilbout much opposton.
Mature coruside -ton cf the proposai, hea-ever, bas
given rimcte grve dtscussion. To thet eaîcredit et
tht Methodist breiliren, il musi bie concedied tbat
these discussions have been conducted ina an edmw.-
able spirtt. There have been ne displays cf bittea.
neis, ne ebuilitacs cf tancerons feeling. This as
certamnly as becoming as .t ts praiseworthy. Pretty
strong things bave been said b)y some cf the Melba-
dist EpLscopala, and pretty sirong thlngs have toaand
expression by Canada ?aethodisis,; but a-han mnen tcd
deeply ltre as uotbing unusuai ici the vigereus ex-
pression of their feelings. This is not incoxepaifle
tuier a-ith brotherly love or Chriati=r principit.
1'recdam et expression ta fat more conducave te a
thoreugli u.detstanding et cath other's posaotteLa
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