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THE BIB1LE LV PUBLIC SCI100LS.

O UR readers will have rcad with imucli
saiJaction the report ne g.we% itn the

last issue of this journal af the proceedings
ai the S>'nad ai 1 lanîîlîoî anîd Lonidon.,a it jîsi
meeting laId>' itcld ini Knox Citurcli, Strat-
fard. Aîng other matters, a dcpuitatian
from the Synod c&itîsisting of' ils lite mnoder-
alar, thîe Rev. Jolin I.aitîg,, M.A., anîd the Rev.
WV. Cochiratne. D.D.. reported an itctrviewv
they lîad lîeld witi the Maiiister af Edîîicatiotî
and also subsequesît correspondence w ith
him in referetîce ta thec use of thîe Bible in
public scbools. After quoting at length froîîî
the school law the Mînîster of Education ad-
vises the Synod.fiprsf/y, that sciool boards
2nd trustees can lawiully require their îcach-
ers ta use the Bible, or portions thiereof, as
part ai the ordinary exercises ai the school,
giving, lîawcecr, sucli explanations onl>' as
are needed for a proper understanding ofiwhat
is rend; and, second/y,. that there îs nothing in
the regulattans or programme respecting the
public schools nowv in farce whicli can prevent
the introduction of' sucli rcading ai thet Holv
Scriptures as part of the regu lin course of in-
struction and wvo&1 ai the scliaol, wlien lthe
trustees or scitool boards require tlîis tai bc
donc. The lawv, an dte contrar>', permits, and
bbe regîtlations strongly recommcnd, thc daily
practice ai such religious exercises. Thec
Synod passed a stries ai resolutians thanking
the M~inister af Education for bis courteous
answer, expressing their great satisfaction
with the conclusions at which he had arrived,
and indicatiîig otlier steps ta be , klen by thec
other courts af thc Chiurch, and oy ca-opera-
tioni with allier evangelical bodies ta secure
unitcd aztion in the direction indicated.

This authoritative declaration ai the law
and regulabions affecting tbe use ai the Holy
Scripturcs in public schoals, is mast valuable.
The Synod of Hamtilton and London deservcs
the thanks. of the Protestant communit>' for
the timely and- effective work it bas donc
through ils able and zealous representatives.
Nc marc vital subject can be enlertained by
any Chu rch court titan Ibtis; and had this
Synod nat addcd to.this. matter an>' other ai
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the important items of business whiclî aur re-
port contiincd, its attention to the vital que-
tion of the Bible in public schools wou'd atone
bc a vindication of the itnflucnce of the Sytiod
as a court af the Cliturcli. For the Bible in
the public sciol kq onc or'the liulwarls af
l'rotcsîantism. While it ks truc tlîat accord-
tug tuo te M.iistcr's interpretation or te law,
tliere may be a iîîumbcr af schools from wlîicli
thie 1lloly Scripturcs arc banishied out of sight,
tlherc is a ivay providcd b>' whicli the Bible
may bc retainicd or introduced ini a great many
af itc public schools. It cainaI bc excluded
in o01lier than a constitutional mnanner. Ncitlier
bibliop) tor pricst, nlor cveni a section of the
boards, cati ai tîteir own autlîority prevent dte
Bible front titîs beiîig publicly rend. The
question must bc settlcc according tu the
geniius of tUic constitîtion-tlîaî is, by major-
ities, andl by that we are willing to abide.
Wliîcrt thec Scripttircs are not tlîus used, it ks
wiîitiiii the potver of pa~rent- anid guardî.îts to
agit:itc te natter. It îi. for those tîtost ini-
teresîc<l ini this ta (Io ticir dut>' at te poils,
anud to sc.curc by lawful election a clamfof
trustcs wlta will fairly represclît thecir %vicws
lit the schiool boards. IZesiissilcss on tlicir
part may- kad, for thecClle being, ta Uitc ex-
clusionî of the wvord af God frontî the schools.
It ks therefore imprcssed uspon ail sucli as a
pressing rcsponsibility ta se that mn arc
rcturned as trustecs %%lia will ca.operatc witlt
tietit upoln titis imuportant question. Noir
sliould il bc forgatten tîtat the vcry eartiest-
îiess and zeal of such infhîenti.îl bodies as the
Synod of Ilamilton and Londlon, u iii lcad to
aler'tncss aind correspotîdi ng dctcriniîîa,4n,1
the part of tiiose whio arc opposed tb t li
of thc Bible in thc public scliools

The Bible ini the scliool perfornis ani invalu-
able service ils tic education of thte fou4e
In this place, let refer otly, tu thc itntlIbjal
training wlîicli it imparts. If it bc of couse-
quence to teach children in dte histories af
nations, wvhat more important study can there
bc than the history of the Jewisli peaple?
Setting aside for a maoient thîe supernatural
origin of the laws and constitution and
crovcrmcent of the Theocratic nation, thiese
contaîni the very essential principles iipon
ivhiFlh Society cati alotie bc successfully con-
structcd. Tliey hiave to a large extent, mould-
cd the lavs, the constitution and govcrnment
of otlier nations. And if' it bc tlioughit neces-
sary to scholarly attainiment ta bc acquaiîîted
wvith the histories af ancient Greccc and Rame,
or wvith the riee and grovtli of the empire af
the Coesars, or with the liistorical developmcnt
of Great Britain and America, is it flot at
least of equal importance tu master the ver>'
rudiments of aIl history as bbc>' are found in
the sacred books ? For this reason alone, the
Bible ought to bave a commanding place in
ever>' sclîool. Education wvill flot be complete
%vithout it. Beginning witli history further
down the streamn ai time is vcry well in its
place. But this is to leave out the arigin of
ail genuine Mstory, and to set aside a valu-
able factor ini the training of tbe human mind.
Proper education, again, seeks to make thc
yaung acquainted with the master statesmen
and lawgivers and pacîs and philosophers
who have impressed their genius upon the
literature of their agc and country. Thougb
the rnost ancient af books, the Bible holds its
place ajk a volume af litcrary merit. Passages

of wonderftul beauty arc of frequcrit occurrence.
Tuie speechi Judali to josephi, wliîcn plcad-
ing on beliali ai Benjamin, is perfect eloqîtencc
iii ils tender sirnplicity and earncst pathos.
WVliat nore s;tatesmatlmlce figurcan bc stuclicd
tlîaîî tlîat af Maoses, the lawgivcr and prolitt ?
WVliat miore sold ierly chianrctcr cati bc prcrsent.
cdtitan that oijosliua.,tlîe captain ai the Isracl-
Itish hast? For gcniuitc paetry. can anything
equal the writings af David ? Or svhcre will
we obtain a more accurate knowledgc af bte
principles ai political cconamny tlîan in the
Provcrbs ai Soloion ? Viîe New Testament
abousids witlî passages ai greal pactical farce
and beauby, but it is ai milli value also in
tlîrawing liglil tîpon canbemporaneous history.
13csides, with ail tîtat may bc said about the
translation af thie Bie, wc question wlîeîlicr
teacliers could iront ailier books prescrnt ta
tiir scliolars purcrcx..ples ai English com-

positioni, or sentences mare terscly cxprcssed,
cotnbinling thîe opposite qualities ai simplicity
and power; sa mucli so, thaI Lord Macaulay,
a mastcr ai comîposit ion, sa>'s that no persan
cati preleud to write well the Englisît language
witlîout liaving King Jantes' version at bis
finger-ends. Tie influence af ite Bible is felt
in the classics af English liberatuire. And for
tliese considcrations we maintain tîtat it aughl
ta ]lave a place ini ever>' public sclîool. Look
alone ta Scotland as an evidence ai the ser-
vice it performns in intellectual training. It is
rcad daily in everl school. It is Iargely com-
iitted ta mnemary. Tt is the book most
f'aîiliar for quotation, and the ideal Scots-
mnan, wlho lias beeni educatcd in the parisu
sci ool, wvill stand second ta flanc in point ai
niiettal calibre.

1 t ntay of course bc said that the Bible read
at home will accomplisli these invaluable re-
sults. Ves, thte reading af bte Scriptures aI
ever)a fireside w~ill wvitliout doubt do much in
the direction we have indicated. But ils
cliief value in the iamily is its moral and
religiaus influence upon thîe hearts ai the
young. TMitre are very many faînilies, how-
ever, in wvlich the Bible is a closed book. In
ver>' many it is anly cursorily rend. How
seldomn will you flnd even a devout student ai
Scripture reading irom the Bible with equal
zest, passages which for poetic fire and beauty
are cqual if flot superior ta those lie culîs
fi-rn classical wviters wiili unbounded admira-
tion. Even the S.îbbat School is chicfly
valuable for the moral and religiaus influence
il. exerts upon the young. It docs flot pre-
tend ta study the book as a classic, or as a
volume of litcrary power anîd valuable history,
though we conicss much is being done in this
way by the more advanced classes. Tlere is
something in the regularity and professed ab-
ject ai a public school, tlîat is wanting even
in famitiiy reading aI the Scriptures or in the
weekly study ai the Sunday Sdîiool, or even
in private perusal. And though we have pur-
posely kept this point out ai view in this
article, there is sometbing grand and ai high
authoty> in the word ai God bcbng honored
in the pub!'c school as the book ai bocks. ýi
it have a moral and religlous influence when
read in the famil>' or in bte Church, wil it
have less ai this when used proper>' in bte
public schaol? The Mlinister cf Education
admirably cancludes his communication ta bte
Synod af Hamilton and Landon with thest
pregnant words, atIt is open ta parents gener.


