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saols, anti the ncv "gDouglas Mlemoriai Church "
werc jaf wlîhin sight, ait short distances train each
othiet

Yan cars Imagine hiaw busy the fnllawing days were,
seeing the mission anti i manifaldi aperations, seeing
aisa the mimîlanarles audt missioans ai the ather twa
sacictici whfch labar.r In Amnoy. These missianaries
retel ui almost as warmly as aur awn Scotrli
filends allii, anti happler days 1 caneot recahl thati
those tyo watre pîlvîlegeti ta spenti In the midtis ai
the pleasrant, unîteti, cheery mission circles of Amoy,
andi 1 must add, Swatow-but ai Swatow you :,hall
heur afterwards. It must have a letter tu Itstit. 1
tsc the word unitkd, for nothlng struck us mare than
the petfect batmony and brathcrly love which raigneti
amolli these drar ChinA aisslenarlas; anti Il was
the sme viherever tva wcnt. W'e have indeeti laid up
gm.t storeof pheasant mieniari during aur watider-
legs, anti none are pleusanter or more fragnant than
thase vibich cluster thlck anti brhght in connccien
with aur visîts ta Amoy and Swato*.

As yau know, a great de.1l ai the work of these mis-
sions lies outslde la the courty stations, consequeaîiy
re couiti net see nearly sa much of it as vie wîshed.
It liait betn a drean of mine ta, go out anti visit anc
of tbe stations, anti sec the native wark, pure anti
simple. Our (riends, hîowevar, though:t the schema
impracticable nt that stason. The scas viere rought;
vie shoulti bave to face the viaves ini an open boat;
the Chineie boutes viere caiti anti camiorthess; anti
abave ail, there vias harily fimae. But ibis shewcti
the nougblng our misslonary brethrcn have ta go
thraugh. We bail ta give up Farmosa for the saine
resons "lYau may go anti flot be able ta lad," saiti
our kinti monitor, hlr. Swanson ; anti so, ve titi as via
w=r tolti.

Of these cauntry stations, te arc forty-eight un-
der the Presbytcny af Amoy. These arc scattereti ail
civer tha district s vibere the Amoy dialcct is spoken ;
for the abject af the alissianaries is ta carry the glati-
ous Gospel of the blesseti Goti everywhei int the
beart ai the country, anti ta the homes o' .hc people.
There are sixteen congregatians tully , ga.nized, anti
twa more wl1 sooni be addcd. Some of these have
ordaiieti native pastar- set aver theral, anti athers are
minîstercd ta by evangelists anti the studerits of tht
theohogical chass, of vihom there are eighteen. Ail
the cangregations art being taught the grand tesson
ai self.support, anti some are naw quite sclf.support.
iag; wbite cvery church anti station is traineci to the
duty anti priviiege of giving for the spreati af the
Gospel among their country peuple. Thcy quite com,
prelienti vhat is meant by home mission wark.

But 1 ought te hava explained that the Pnesbytcrian
Church of Amoy is a union cburch. The ntissioaaries
qf the Reformed (Dutch) Church af Ameri-a, headeti
by Dr. Tahanage, an admirable anti delightiul niar,
labeur side by aide anti handi in bandi with autr n.ts-
sionaries ai the English Presbyterian Churcb, anid
the native congregations are ail under the suparv i. -ion
ct anc Presby'ry-thc IlPesbytery of Ano3y." 7he
two missions bave tbus set a beiatiful example ai
union. Surely, the manifoldi anti deplarabla divisioný,
which exist at home nacti not 'be-repraducei an. tbe
foreigri fieldi 1

The first evening Mr. Swanson toak us ta sec the
beautiful littie cburch which bas been erectati under
the supervision cf the missionaries, anti ait the expen5e
af Principal Douglas, cf Glagow, ta the memory of
bis lamenteti brather, Dr. Douglas. It is a pretty
wihite structure, witb a red brick roof, very rictut
arbquely situateti, anti standing in a large compoundi
walled in, an every sId. Thar interiar is especahy
neat anti pretty, anti aisa commettions. A curious
feature is tbat daim the centre aisle a low screen runs
fran below the pulpit ta the door, completely dividing
the church into Iwo, ane si ie bc ng apprepriatcdl ta
the -rien, the cather ta, the womcn. la most places ini
China, this custore of .th sexes bcing scattil apart is
stili necessarily observeti. Wc were delighted with
the pnctty chut ch, i:, is apprapriate ini every way, anjd
must atit greatly ta the cemfort anti canvenience ai
the mission.

Next mernaing, as eau as breakfast was aven, 24r.
ThampMon took nme out for a ramble, white my bus.
band visitedl the theological class Pnd gava the lads
an atidress. Yent ca. imagine hou dfllcious the cb*-
mate musat ie at tbis soasia, vihen vie caulti waik
about ail day-clad, in waollen clothes, fiatiing the sun
an agreeable canipanion, Insteati af thet ierce anti
sntitin ty=athbe Is in lattla, In .k.- bouse a goat

fire is qîîitc a necesary ai lite Ini the wihater months,
andi looks sa bniglit nand hî.me.lake.

WVe pav ýcd by the glirh schar'i, andi laoktd ini for a
moment to greet tbe piensantiacuhirg Chinese <cacher
andtiber pupais ; tiien an, by cîcan pathways, wihite
anti gritty with sca-shell santi, thrnugli opcnangs lie.
tweri the buge, curiousiy poised bo-uidart, or winding
aven tirly fails cf greea stufT lying in tht hollaws, or
terraceti on the siopes-on ta the quiac lite mission.
ary cemetery, wlhere Sandentan anti Douglas anti

ailier niissiona.e-;s anti their children rest In peace.
1 necti net tell you how profu.undly toucheti 1 vns

by tItis visit. It i a loveiy anti mnst pathcîic spot,
Iying ira a littIliulvlow araihckt tht rocks, surroundeti
by ona enclosure, shady viith beautiful <rets andi ever-
gracns, andti ha grand maintains round about on
evcry site. A sacrcti spot, c.asccrateti by the dust
af the eminant servants ai Christ wbo slccp here-a
tue" God'si acre," whete tbey test front ther labours,
anti wbere la their death en mare thin by their
consecrateti lita, they sece ta, t.ke possession ai
China for Christ.

one Chri.,lian Chinese lies %viuîhin the enclosure, ha
a tomb uf harse-shoc shape, lîke ase of somte ai is
nation )ou sec autisidc, anti 1 cault net but think Il a
fitting circumstarice that a cerivert fit aniong thts
people for vihom they liat givea thcîr laves shouiti
thus test beside thent tili the rcsurrcctian moom. Na
doubt their voices are now mingllng jr. tht new sang
of Moses and the Lamb before God'a thronc.

The saie atternoan MNl. anti MNr. Gordon anti 1
crüsset he hatbour ta Amoy, te visit thae i af ne
ot the native pastars, 1 was anxious ta, sec the home
of a Chia esc Christian family.

Chinesa cuits are indascribably dirty; but Amoy, I
think, surpasses ait we have serian ils amazing filth i
WV< hai flot ta penetrate very fair, liovver, anti soari
reacheti the pistor's bouse lie hairnseif was absent
at a missianary conienence at Swatow, but bis vife, a
sveet, gcnathe, rcfined-looking woman, with a tali,
rather commantiag presence, receiveti us with much
politenebs anti cercmaony, though %vtth gteat ktndness.
The mroai was large anti airy, anti beautitully clean,
very sinply furnaishii in the Chinae.t style, warh a rotv
ai square, straight-ba-kcti carveti chairs at the wati,
anti a tmali oblonîg tea poy becîvien every two. In
addition ta these there was a round table, anti sot
beok-sheivcs filieti wath books. (in the strait tea.
pays tea was immediately serveti ini tîny cups, %vith
sot excellent Ch:-tiese swcetineils. Her mather
soano came into the noon -such a bright, happy Chrns-
lian, fu. Jt hile anti vigour, anti vith a nîast intelli-
gent face, thougb bbc is over sevcnty 1 Bath sha and
her daugbter bave sulicreti much foi the naina et
Christ. The conversatiun which folawed was deeply
intz.z'ag, kiadly anterprcteti fur rny benefit by 1Mr.
Gordon. ilavi sort> 1 was that I coulti not compre.
bendti he stra ge tangue in which they spoke! But
1 must net relate il, fur my letter is aiready ton, long.
The to radies gat a most total hng accotant of the
death of tht eldest taughtcr oi the tanihy, who bad
been marricti one single weck, vihen bier young buns.
banti dieti Rapiti can.iumption -cizedi the grief-
mtsac.ken gi, ant i n a few iieeks site fulioed han ta
tht grave. Her death-beti was a wonderful scent o!
mingleti pence anti triumph, through the grace e!
Christ, anti it seemeti ta, have left a deep impression
on the tarnily anti the vihole native thurch.

Belot vie leit, the) sheweti us tht cblurch an whach
the pastor ministers, anti the youngcr lady, with great
pride, brought quite ii crowdt of fine boys tu mntroduce
ta us. She bas a harge faratly, anid hei eldtst living
daughuer is beati teadrher in Mrs. Talm.-ge's gi'
schoo'.

one th;ng which matit this visit mtmorabhe ta me
wa3, abat. an oppartunaty was afTordeti us of examining
a boîind foot. Tht Chanasa ladies are excecdingiy
averse ta letting the sniall foot be sen urdressed,
that is, without tba Lai. r-ages anti tiny shoe ia which
this mnunmy-foat is encased. But th* pastar's wufé
most kintily managet i t fur us. Thaugh so long in
the country, Mrs. Gardon hadtnt s=a ane befute,
anti I don't -think either she or 1 waulti care ta look
at another I It is a more horrible anti barbai3us cus-
tom etn than I knew ; but 1 mnust flot take timt nor
spiace nov ta describe tho cruel praccîs by wbicb the
natural foot, a.! Goti made it, is rcduced ta the dead,
mis..sbapen, .useless mass wie sain that day.
r Iam, very sorry ta. say ltai bintiing dia foot is as
common ani imperative a làshion as cver. ht la bot
conne.ctcd.with religian,.it is a ptxrolysocia customs8
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anti girls are suppased nat ta bc niarriageable unies"
It is complied wltb. Evén among the Chrîstians it is
hard ta gel t lqpenm.d ta, soan Il "Anîl.Faot1.nit.
lng Society," likc aur temrperance sociatles, hâa beca
estat'lished, the menibers of whlcb blnd theniselhes ta
ab.,tain front the practice tin thneir own families, anti
pranlote the cause generaiiy af natural fcct. l'ho
criielty practuîed on young girls thraugli tbis unreason.
alte andi hrqrrible custm ks tue terrible ta tbink of.

Our visit ta Amoy was thus fileti wlth things of
interest, but 1 atà sarry 1 cannot wait ta, tell you hait.
The girls' schoole, for exaniple, interesteti ni exceeti.
lngly. That cannected wsth, the Englith Presbytetiin
Mission accupici a smmi, gaad two.îtoried house,
bult through the cfforts af the missianiry ladies of
the station, wha callecctd the neetiful funds among
their fracads. It siani rlght bciow Mnr. Gordon's
pretty bungalow, su that she cari aimait look in anti
sec what is gohig on. 1 hope that it wi.I san nrti
ta bcecnligcd. The Chincie girls, wlth their sailow
cauntenancci, ablique eyci, wander'uIiy arnanieriteti
hcads, and poar hobbiing fée, arm withai very intcli.
gent. WVe -vere struck ia bath the Engish 1rsby.
tcriari and American schools wlth the praficiency,
spccially in Scrapture knowlcdge. WVo did our best ta
puzzle the pupîi, Mrs. Talmage puttlng aur questions
tin Chînese, but we dîid fot succccd, they answercd
every questtaon witb great readiness anti reptateti long
portions by heai. It was delightfut tao to hear %lien%
sing several weil.known hymas, such as "1jesus laves
nie," in their awn dialect. 1 have noticeti that IlSarn-
key's hymnsa" arc ln much faveur amang Chinesc
Christians, wha sing tbemt with force and bcart, if nat
with rnuch sweetnesî ai vaice.

Our charming visit came taa sourn ta, an cend; an
the third aftcrnaan we bade adieu ta aur klnd friends,
andi, accampanaied by Mr. Swansan, set sal for Swatow.

7anuary, z<Sz.

TUE DAY IS ATHAND.

The faiiawing beautiful passage is froam a recent
discaurse an the wards, i Andi there was no mare set,l
by Rev. C. H. Parkhurst, D. D., paster af the Mali-
son Square Presbyterar Church, New York;

"lAnti then, h:)w strangely we are asalateti anti haw
pairifully we are insulateti fromr the deý.. anaos abat
!iave gant irita the future before us. No word ai titi.
ings cantes ta us fram, across the sca. By nigt, vie
send up deep, strang thoughts anao tha spint land,
but we féel no answer, anid aur s:gh dies away among
the silence and the stars. Net ont dear word bas
passeti bctwean us since away back in the months and
the years tht iluttering spirit breatheti its last, long
geod-by, anti looketi ils Last love-loak out ai eyes abat
were clouding andi clasing. And the bandi <cil, and
the puL'c faltered ; and it was donc ; andi the spirit
ivas fleti, the spirit that was woven inta ours as wîth
meshes afincteI Andi novi not ont lisp out ci the
sky, not anc whisper out ai the night, ta, tell us and
comfort us. Mlystic orphanagc of spirits that arc
filial! M ystir. divorce oi spirits that are weddedi
And the years maya an. We remember chem anti
they remember us, we think. Tlîey warship there,
and we warsbip here-a braken chorus rendaring anc
p dm ;tbcy with ey. )fram which ail :ea.s have baca
.. erly wiped, and with faces beautiful with Iaaking
,,on the frant ai God ; we with cyca ail tearbe-

tiimmcd, stumbling avez thetjughness ai talc, vrondcr-
ing, hapiag, anti waiting-waiting gi aur exile shail
bc repealeti, aur little Island af ioneliness anti expec-
tatian bc madie cantinuousa wdth the continent of the
radeemeti, and no more sea in the ncw city of God."IF you intenti ta do a meaan thing, wait tiIU ta-mor-
raw. if yetu are ta do a iîabI-, tbing, do it novi.

ilLovuic, KiND.:.Ess," says the Talmud, "a s gteater
than laws , and the charities af life are mare titan aIt
cerentoniei.

Gub often Iays the sum ai Mas amazing providence
in vczy dismal afflictions, as tht lmar first puis- on
the dusk calours on wbîch ha intentis ta draw the
portraiture cf some illustrions beauty.-S. Chamrock.

SpuRrooz, had preacheti ane ai bis strangest ser-
mions on t'ho drictrine of election. le was alneady
drawing the discaurse ta a dlose wben, stretcbing bis
bandi toward the gahher, bie saiti, IlPcrbaps thcte as
now some pour sinnçr away up thtre in the gallery
wha is saying, '0 1 wish 1 knew whether 1 am ane ai
lteclect. I can tdlyou,'sa:d Spurgean, "if yau are
,wing to bic a Chrstian yen are clcted"

Àu.và,r 191h, 1831.1


