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THE ROSETTA STONE.

1t is often taken for granted that everybody knows all
about the Rosetta Stone. Well, perhaps the grown folks
do, but I an writing for the boys and gitls, who, [ feel sure,
are not ashamed to ask the meaning of what they do not un¢
derstand. Nobod{ knows_cvcxything‘ 3 nor {8 there any dis.

race in not knowing what one has had no opportunity of
Fcarning; but there is both sin and shame in remaining
ignorant in order to appear wise. Now, let me tell you in
what the great value of the Rosetta Stone consists,
so that you may the better understand its use. The
art of wiiting was very early known to the
Egyptians, and they had books before most other
nations. This is proved by the writing implements
found on monuments that ate supposed to have existed le.
fore Moses was bom. Clement of Alexandna, who lived
about seventeen centuries ago, states that in his day there
were still extant forty-two sacred books of the Egyptians.
They were all written in the old Egyptian characters that
we call hicroglyphics, and most of them have been lost,
while the manner of reading those strange characters had
been entively forgotten, so that the fragments that remained
scemed of little value,

So it was, also, in repard to the inscriptions on the menu.
ments and tombs and coflins—nobody could read them, ortell
anything of theis history ; not even whether the hieroglyphics
were mere symbols; they were a real writlen language
applied to the things of every-day life. Scholais all over
Lurope had been puzzling over the problem for two or thiee
years, trying to find out some way of reading those wonder-
ful hieroglyphics ; but for a long time with very little suc-
cess. At length a Frenchman, named Quatremere, found
out that the Coptic was the language of the ancient Egypt-
ians, but the hooks that have come down to our times ate
mostly written in the Greek characters, with the addition of
seven others from the demotic, or common language of the
country. This was, however, one step toward learning how
to decipher the mysterious wiiting on the tombs and monu.

ments : and the famous expedition of Napoleon to Egypt

furnished a second.. The savants, or learned men, who
accompanied his army, brought home exact copies of many
inscriptions from Egyptian monuments; and, afier that, the
country was thrown open to the investigation of the learned,
and the various museums of Lurope began to be ennched
with the spoil taken from the banks of the Nile. Then,
with new zeal and hope. scholars applied shemselves ta the

task of deciphering these strange, mystfying symbols.  But:

alas ! the key was still wanting. 1f they had only an aunthen.
tic translation of just one ancient Egyytian inscription into
any. language known to modein scholars, they might, by
analogy, have cr.atinued to work out the others. And this
is preciszly what the Rosetta Stone came forth from its grave
to fumish.

In August, 1789, Mons. Bouchard, a French officer of ar-
tillery, in digging the foundation of & redoubt at Roselta,

which stands at the mouth of the western branch of the Nile, .

found the Rosetta Stone. It is inscribed with vanous char-
acters, which proved to be in thrce different languages—that
is, the one legend is insc.ibed three times, once 1n the old
hi:rogl hics, again in demotic characters, and the third
time 10 Greek.

‘This stone, which is now held as a priceless treasure in
the British Museum, is of a kind known by the learned as
black compact basalt. It is four feet long by three feet
broad, wilg one corner broken off, so that no one of thein.
sciiptions was entire, although the larger part of all re-
mained, Scholars saw at once its importance as a probable
key t0 the reading of hieroglyphics; and the Antiquarian
Society caused' the inscriptions to be engraved and copies
generally circulated among the learned men of Europe,
‘Their aliention was, of course, first turned to the Greek,
which was found to be a recognition of the royal honours
conferred on Prolemy Epiphanes by the Egyptian priesthood
assembled at Memphis ; and the concluding sentence direc-
ted that the decree should be engraven on a tablet of hard
stone, in three: ways—in the hicroglphics, in demotic, or
ordinary, characters of the country, and in Greek. Sowith
this key; cou; led with an uatold ‘amount of study, the in-
scriptions on those old tombs and monuments have become
intelligible, and we may new leain the names, ages, condi-
tions, and frequently something of the history of these
shrivclled old mummies that are exhumed and placed before
us, after their burial for thousands of years.

This is what the Rosetta Stone has done, and can you
wonder that it isso highly prized, or that the learned men who
have 50 rcjoiced in its discovery should take it for granted
that everybody clse has been engrassed with it, like them-
sclves, and of course bas learned all about it ?

‘The Moabite Stone, another famous relic of ancient imes,
was found in the yeat 1868 by Mr. Klen, a missionary,
travelling in the country of Moab. It wasa thick slab of
hasalt, measuring about three fect five inches high, and one
fuot nine inches wide. The inscupuion upon it i the oldest
caisting wiiting in alphabetic characters, as #t dates from
about nine hundred years before Christ. It records the
dvings of Mesha, king of Moab, during the days of the
Israclitish prophet Elisha, and of Jehoram and Jechosaphat,
args of Judah and Israel, mentioned in the Bible in the
i chapter of the second Book of Kings. A full transac-
ion of the writing is given on page 32 of the second voluine
of **Senbner’s Monthly ¥ magarnine.—St. Nickolas.

“DIED POOR."

It was 2 sad funcral to me,” said the speaker; *‘the
szddest 1 have attended for many years.”

*¢ That of Edmonson? "

“Yes.”

**{iow didhe die? His T i

‘* Poor—poor as poverty., His life was one long strog.
fle with xhz‘o:orld, and at every disadvantage, Fortune

mocked him all the while ‘with golden promises that were
destined never to konow fulfilment.”

** Vet he was patient and enduring,” temazked one of the
company. )

- designed to dwell in his heart together,

“ Patient as a Christian—enduring as a martyr,"” was an.
swered.  **Poor man1 He was worthy of a better fate.
He ought to have succeeded, for he *3scrved success.”

4 Did he not succeed 2" questioned one who had spoken
of his patience and endurance.

* No, sir. e dicd poor, just as T have stated. Nothe
ing that he put his hnnx to ever succeeded. A strange fa.
tality seemed to attend every enterprise.”

*1 was with him in his last moments," said the other,
“and thought he died Jich.”

** No, he has left nothing behind," was the reply. *“The
heirs will bave no concern as to the administration of his
estate.”

l'“ H'e left 2 gnod name,” said one, *‘and that is some.
thing."”

‘*And a legacy of noble deeds that were doneinthe name
of humanity,” remarked another.

“ And precious examples,” said a third.

* Lassons of patience in suffering, of ho{)e in adversily, of
neavenly confidence when no sunbcams feil upon his be-
wildered parh,” was the testimony of another.

s And Ligh truths, manly courage and heroic fortitude.”

“Then he died 1ich,” was the emphatic declaration.
*¢ Richer than the millionaire who went to his long home on
the same day, miserable in all but gold. A sad funeral, did
you say? No, my friend, it was a triumphal procession.
Not the burial of 2 human clod, but the ceremonies attend-
ant on the translation of an angel. Did not succeed? Why,
his whole life was a series of successes. In every conflict he
came off the victor, and row the victor's crown is on his
brow.—ELachange.

REASON AND FAITH.

** Reason and faith," says one of our old divines with the
quaintness characteristic of his day, ** resemble the t(wosons
of the patriarch. Reacon is the first-bora, but fanth inherits
the blessing."” The image is ingenious and the antithesis
striking, Lut nevertheless the sentiment 18 far from just. It
is hardly right to represent faith as younger than reason, the
fact undoubtedly being that human beings trust and believe
long before they reason or know. The truth s that both
reeson and f3ith are coeval with the nature of man, and were
They ase, and ever
were, and in such creatures as ourselves must be, recipro.
cally complementary ; ncither can exclude the vther. It is
impossible to cxercise an acceptable faith withuut reason for
s0 excrcising it—that is, without exercising reason while
we exercise Il;ailh, as it is to apprehend by our reason, ex-
clusive of faith, all the truths on which we are compelled
daily to act, whether in relation to this world oz the uext.
Neither is it right to represent either of them as failing of
the promised heritage, except as both may fail alike by per-
version from their true end, and depravation of their genuine
nature ; for if to the faith of which the Nex Testament
speaks so much, 2 peculiar blessing is promised, it is evident
from that same volume that it is not & faith without reason,
any more than a *‘faith without works" which is com-
mended by the Author of Christianity. And this is suffi-
ciently proved by theinjunciion, ¢ to be ready to give a rea.
son !?r the hope,’ and therefore for the faith, ** which is in

o’

y If, therefore, we are to imitate the quaintness of the old
divine on whose dictom we have commenting, we
should rather compare reason and faith to the two trusty
spics, **falthful amongst the faithless,” who confirmed each
other's report of *‘ that good land which flowed with milk
and honey,” and to both of whom the promise of a rich in.
heritance there was given, and in due time amply redeemed,
Or nather, if we might be permitted to putsue the same vein
a little further, and thtow over our shoulder for 2 moment
that mantle of allegory, which none but Bunyan could wear
long and wear graccfully, we would reptesent reason and
faith as twin-botn—the one in form and feature the image
of manly beauty, the other of feminine grace and loveliness,
but to each of whom, alas, is allotted a sad privation. While
the bright cyes of reason are full of piercing and restless in.
telligence, his car is closed to sound; and ahile faith has
an ear of exquisite delicacy, on her sightless orbs, asshe hits
them toward heaven, the sunbeam plays in vain. Handin
hand, in mutual Jove, the brother and sister pursue their
way through a world on which day breaks and night {alls
altemately. By day the eyes of reason are the guide of faith,
and by night the ear of faith is the guide of rcason.—Zenry
Rogers. )

Tig “ Golden Rule™ pleads for a less frequent use of the
word * No :" ‘It has often secmed 1o us that a httle of
this 1eserve in the use of the word * No * would prove a bene-
it in many familics. The veto power is greatly overworked in
family government.  Needless denials are almost as bad as
harmful compliances. In some homes thete is such a run.
ning fire of * Nocs' in answer alike to the prattling pleas of
tabyhood, and the carnest and often reasonable requests of
youth, that we might think the chief oft.>¢ of parenthood’is
to deny its children, The habit springs from the perplexi-
tics of family government, and needless denials come to be
the 1ule in the houschold, largely because it is the quickest
and casiest way 10 setile matters. Let not parents be too
sure of -this. Nothing, according to -our observalion, has
such a tendency to weaken just parental authority asan in-
discriminate, and, thescfore, often unjust, use. of the velo

ywer.  The difference between yes and no is_ofien the dife

ctence betwéen happiness and wretchedness, just astruly in

1be case of children as 1hat of their elders.  And withont
relaxing in the least any needed restraint, or giving way the
innocent inch that leads to the disastzous cll, we arc sure
there may wiscly be more compliance and concessions in
many homes.”

Tae fourth stapra of the poem, **Lead, Kirdl, Light,”
recently published by us, was not written by Cardinal New-
man, the author of !gc three other stanzas. Soa gentieman
affirms in the New York ** Evening Post,” claiming to have
s letter to that eflect from the Cardinal under date of
Janwary sth,

Brmisu anp Foreien <Fress.

Tne three large Jesuit schools in Paris have not only been
cvacuated, but their dooss Luve been walled up by order o
the Government,

Tuk curates of St. Margaret's, Liverpool, have all resigned,
to gu as missivnartes to India, and Biatwp Kyle has declined
to license their successory, on the ground that the parish
does not confurm to the standards and usages of the Chureh
of England.

Rev. Da. Joun Hawny, speaking the other day in New
York, sawl that in Dublin he was chaplain to a prison in
which there wete some eight hundred convicts He had
only the Presbytenans 1o ook aficr, and there were only
fiftecn 1n the prison, and lus congregation was conseantly
decliming 1n numbers. It ran down to only eight  And he
said it was a fact that in Ireland, where the Preshyterians
weie a3 vue 10 aight of the population, the Preshytenan
caminals are only as one to forty.

A Pakls cotespondent writes :  Step after step 1s being
taken in the direction of the separation of Church and State.
Episcopal stipends have been reduced 1o the figures of the
Concordat, the crucitixes have heen removed from the Pans
schicols, a Secular Education 1311l has been sent up to the
Senate, and educational diplomas are now to be paned
without the necessity of an examination in religous suljects.
The Supreme Council an Prisons is also 10 be remod e d
like the Esucational Council, 10 the exclusion of the Arch-
bishop o* Patis, the Clief Rabbi, and the President of the
Protestant Connistory, hitherto ex officio members,

THE census office of the United States announces the fol-
lowing approximate distritarim of the prpulacun of the
country : Males, 25 520,582 ; femalrs, 24,632,284 ; naunes,
43.475.506; fareign barn, 6,667.360 3 whites, 43,404,877
colouted, 6 577,151 ; Indians and half Leeeds not an trisa
relations, an teservations under care of the Government,
65,1225 Chinese, 1035 463 ; other Asiatics, 255. The num-
bier of colouted perwens to each hundred thousand whates s
15 153. against 13 52810 1870 The number of females 1o
cvery hundred th wand males is 96,519, agamst 97,801 1n
1870. The number of foreign Lorn inhabitants to every
hundred thousand natives is 13, 359. against 16,875 sn 1550,

THE 1evival of Protestanti-m in France, of viewed 1n con.
nection with its relatiuns to Africa, has an added signiticance.
Perhaps no one of the forcigu puners 1s so activen develop-
ing the resources of its colonics as this Republic. By so
doing the way is prepared for religious acuviues in the tu-
ture. Their proposed raidivad frum Timbuctoo to the At.
lantic coast is alieady as well ascured as almest any project
for internal improvements in Africa. In 1878 they had ex-
pended $425 000 for artesian wells in Algena, and much
desert land by this means has been brovght into vse. It 1s
also nateworthy that, up to 1862, 150,000 palms had been
planted in the vicinity of these wells,

Tue Universities of Oxford and Cambndge appear to be
looking very sharply afies their copyright interest in the re-
vised New Testament which 1satout to be pubtished. ** The
Record " recenily printed a summasy of the poinis of differ-
ence between the revised and the authonzed versions ; and
* The Chiistian World,” like the majonty of the newspa-
pers o the United Kingdom, teligious and non-religious,
botruwed mute or less ficcly from ** I'be Record * atticle,
or from articles denived fiom that source.  The sohicitors to
the Univenities pronounce the summary to be an infnnge-
ment of the copyright of the Universities, and have demanded
an apology from the offenders for anticipating the pubhica-
tion of the volume.

A GRAND religious ceremony hias lately been held at
Nazarcth to inaugurate 2 magniticent altar presented by the
Emperor of Ausina to the Monastery of the Holy Land
The Austrian Consular Agent was present, and the Impenial
Chaplain, Von Hersberg, assisted by a large number of
puests, officiated.  Thiree thousand peisons of all creeds, in-
cluding Mohammedans, aitended the solemnity, which lasted
four hours. The Austriar National Hymn was played un
the organ, to the jound of all the church bells in the neigh.
vourhood. The members of the diffrrent religiors communi-
ues estabhished in Nazareth and the children of the Guls'
Orphanage were amongst the congregation.  The ceremony
is said to have made 2 deep impiession on all present, and
was the all-absorbing topic of Nazareth.—Londen Reziew.

THE spreading of Christianity in South Afrca is Jargely
duc to the German Protestant Missions, who have foralong
time been the chicf pioncers of civihzation among the Kaffirs,
and have steadily Leen paving the way for Bntish dominauen
to the north, the east, and the west of the Cape.  lLeuers
from the Tiansvaal rclatc that twenty-two stauons ol the
Berlin Missionary Socicty are threatened with destiuetion
from the Boers. Bothshabelo, the head station, founacd by
the Rev. Mr, Me enski, has incuried the special displeasurc
of the Bocts, on account of the favour with which it has ticen
treated by the Enplish authorities. Ano.her season assigned
for the enmity of the Boers apainst the German mussionancs
is that the latter belorg to the Lutheran Chusch, which s
viewed with ill.will by the bigoled membiers of the Old Re.
formed Church, to which the Bocrs mostly belong.

THE Rev, Joseph Cook, of Boston, lately preached to a
crowded audience in the Chalmers Territonal Chuich, West
Poit, Edinburgh. 'He gave as his reason for standing in
that pulpit under the shacow of the gray Castle rock, near
the spot where martyzs had suffeted, and with the Grey(riary
Churchyard within the sound of his voice, that America
viewed with intense interest the experiment inaugurated by
Chalmers for reclaiming the lapsed masses of the population
in large citics by means of aggressive Christianiiy as em.
bodied in tewritorial churches. Mr. Cook, in the course of
his sermon, spoke of the indcbledaess of his country to the
straggles of the Scottish people for their civil and yeligivus
liberues.  In glowing language Lie urged his hearers to hoid
to the covenan, as in hisopinion the high tide mark of civili-
zation had been reached.when in St. Margaret's Church at
\meinstg'_r the National Covenant was signed.” ’




