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vIole of the Sabbath. Much satisficlion is express-
ed at the protu action oi the Govertitiett in the
malter.

It la aiso it 10 be a camet (or thitikfutness andi
encouragemuent that the pieulte have sttewn such a
sensttive regard for the sîciedrices of lte S.ibbtthi,
and for tîte aigits of litýofa tîtîr rflow.ciitns
whose rights wete being eo setitius1y intetfcred witt.
Very maany who tako a ittost liber.il tiew af tite IlSab.
bath question " ore not îîrepated ta stand sîlt and sec
the institution !of the d.iy of rest tr.ituîplcd on under
thc sanction of Gover-Iment, or inen deprived of tîteir
sacred righta by the unfeelîng demaands of comier-
cial avarice. G. BUCE.

Mit EntmO,-lercwith pleaso receive a state-
ment ai money, etc., collected b> Mass Agnes Kay,
on behali ai K .ox Cltîrclt, l'ort Sydncy. Tîtere Arc
ninety-one naines aitogether front whom tnoney
was coblecîed, seventy-ninc living in Toronto, the bal-
ance in Hlamilton. 1 have AUtt le riatmes, but thouglit
it too many for yau to publisli. Tite total antouni
af thia collection lu $i4t.23. One scwang machine,
given by Mr. Wanzer, of Hiamilton, and ta bie sold foir
the bonefit ai the church, $35 ; net proceeds oi concert,1
at St. j.mei' Sqtàare Churcli, S2aa.8o. Total, $Zo8,03.
Of cour3e there were some nczessary expenses that will
reduce this atnount sotie, but 1 tlîtnk wc shaît have
enough ta nearty finish te cîturcli now, wittî wbat is
pramised us. As a church we fcl deeply obliged ta
the ladies and gentlenmen who have so ably respond.
ed ta aur cai for atd, and 1 wnutd espectatly men-
tion MNr. J. T. lloyd and 'Mr. R. S. Blaird, of Toronto,1
for without thoîr assistance 1 ain sure we should not
bave succeeded near s2 wcit. 13y pubtishing this you
wil oblige W. JARVLS.

Port Sidney, December 61h, zS;g.

SJIORTENING CREEDS.

Ma.- EDIToRi-In TitE PRESUYIERIA?< of October
29th, the Rev. Mr. Macdonneît, ai Toronto, says ,
"lTo propose the shorteningoa acreed sa as ta eau-
bracre onby the essentialb af the Christian faitit is not
ta propose ils annihilation."

With aIl due respect ta the pastar of New St. An-
drew'a Church, 1 maintain that the shortenutîg ai the
crced of a Cburch so as 10 ombrace onby the essentials
ai the Charistian faith, does annihilat it as a distinc-
tive creed. Take for example aur own Confession af
Faith. The Arminians differ tramn us on such
points as predestination, election, the exten: af the
atonemont, the perseverance of the saints, and froce
wili. I believe that ever godly Arminian is practically
a tioraugb Caivinist. It bas been weIt remaaked
thai no botter Calt*nist cati be found than a pious
Armantan when ho praya. Stitb, tough the points
above mnioned are most important ones, they are
flot essential. Suppose, then, that we top them off.
Thlc Epascopatuans and the Congregauionalisis differ
tram us on thc subject ai church gavernment. Thai
j!, fair (rom being one of no cansequence. St11 it, îo,
is a non-essential. Let us, then, top i off also. The
Baptis daffer from us regarding te subjects and
mode ai Baptisin. These are anyîhing but insignifi-
cant matters. They do not, havever, belong ta the
essentiais of the Christian fah. Let us top theni off
also. Woutd not the Westminster Confession af Faith,
after undergotng ail ibis tritlxming, bc annihatated as
the creed of a Church differing front the Arminians,
thc Epascopalians, the Congregationalists, and the
Bap:ists? Wbat may be calcd the crccd of the
Evangelical Alliance embraces only the ossentiats of
thc Cbristain faith, but it is, ai course, the crccd ai
no particutar Chuirch.

Some say that they have subscribed otily the general
syscint of doctrine conîained in ibis or that crced.
This to me seems tike taking an oach with an Iletc."
in il, which, it is satd, was sometimes donc in th-t
lays of, 1 think, Chartes IL One purpase of a creed
is ta shcw ta the world what thc Churcb professes ta
bli kbelieves. Now,tl ery ancwha subscribes it,
subscribe îust what he ttîànks proper, and rejeci tle
rost, loy is tce wortd ta know wbat is the generai
systemt af doctrine on which ail are agreed? T. F.
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THEtiE is nothing terrible in doath but ilaz, aur licé
bus made it $O.-Maigw JIg'vY.

OPiflUR Y.

tn tite opening days ai Seplember Mn. John Fisher,
an eIder af our Chiurch and ane ai Its oi4cst and mnost
attachetl fienus lit the Ottawa district, passed ta lits
rest anud his rcward. WVlieny>et young becauie tothe
townshilp of McNab, and eaaperionced bis (tir share ai
the pîrivations wltîch (eil ta the lot of is pioncer set-
tiers. Ilcing a tian of groat energy and force af char-
1uîer, lte ini a comp.irauively short limie sttcceeded in
maklng for himseli a camiortable homte, and soon
won ttîe camplete esteem and confidence ai those who
haci scttbed around hlm. lits business capacity
inarked oit Mr. Fisher As a miat Io be er.îrusted with
the contrat ai public affitirs, and accorditigly he was
for many years selected as Reeve ai the township,
and also served a lerms as Warden ai the county.
lic was even better known, however, as anc who
toak a lively interost in the cause af religion, and
being warnily attached to the Presbyterian ir ai
doctrine and gavortiment, hoe caty -,tyoted much ai
his lime and i,7'flts to the affai, of the Church.
From the beginning almast hoe was a manager ai thc
tcaipnral affairs ai the congregatton of McNab
and Ilorton, and in that position hoe was largeiy In.
strumentai ini cansolidating and ptacing an a secure
footing that now large and ftoutishing country congre.
cation.

1n the yoar 185 i, Mr. Fisher was called to the eider.
ship, and during the twenîy-three years in wbicb he
was actively engagcd in the duties oi that office gave
amnple evidence of the wisdont ai the choice. Hi,
sterling and unobtrusive pi.±ty gained hlm a place in
the hcarts af the people, such as il faits ta the lot ai
but iew ta obtain. His devotion ta Christ's cause,
and his excellent judgment, made Litm a trusted adviser
in the kirk session and the Presbytery, and bis car-
nes: and untiring efforts for advancing the general
interests af the Church caused bim ta be wideby and
favourably known as one of the most prorninent
fricnds of Presbyterianism in the district. He was
deeply interesîed in prornoting the union ai the Pres.
byterian Churches, and sincerely rajoiced at ils com-
pletion. Strange ta say, however, hie was nover
privilcged to warship with a congregation of the
united Church. Before the union hie was laid aside
(raitI work, being striciten with a rbeumnatic affec-
lion which prevented him inim leaving bis awn borne.
During sievert years ho was utterly bebpless, and it was
during those yeat s that his friends iearned to value
him, the most. Thon ho cbeerfutly took up his bur-
den, and, leaning tapon Jesus, bore it with truc Chris-
tian patience and rosignation. WVitb cheerfulness ho
resigned himseli ta the wiii of God, and ini quiet con-
verse with bis friends and with bis Heavcnly Fater,
he passed bis days in wonderfut peace and joy.
His friends were cornfarted in having hlmt with them,
and trustcd that he might be longer spared. But hoe
was suddenty prastrated by a new form oi disease,
and having no strengtb to batie against it hoe sank
quickty, and passed peaceiutly ta bis tost. Hi, wife,
three chitdren, and many iriends, remain ta moumi
bis loss, but, mourning not as those who are without
hope, they thinlc ai that loss as being bis eternal. gain.

A luving husband and father, a faith fui friend, and
a truc Christian, bas gane fromt the home where hie
was s0 greatly beloved, an.d from a people who knew
bis worth. Il 1eing dcad ho yet spcaketb," and in
nothing mare than in the patience wattb whichbc bore
the sufferings and troubles ai bis lter years. R. C.

LET fricndship creep gently ta a lîeigbt; if a:
rushes ta iî, at may saon run iself out ai brea.-
Fuller.

AS a counltenance i5 made beautiful by thc souls
shining thraugb, ic the world is beautiful by Uic shin-
ing through ih ai Go.-7avbi.

EvERv real and searching effort at self-improvo-
mnent is of utsel a bessn of profound humility. For
wc cannai move a stop without learning and feeling
the waywardness, the voakness, the vacillation af aur
movemnents, or without desiring ta bo set upon the
Rock that is higher than ourselvs-W. E. G/aViose.

TuE source, or motive, ai giving 10 God, and Uie
purpose ta whicb the moncy given is ta be applied,
are entirely distinct. The purpose sbould neyer
serve as a motive. Men are not toi gve bocatase
money ;a neccssary. Thcy are ta give simpiy b.
cause giving is neceaaary. Anad giving is nccesaary
for tbe sake of thc giver. Itii for the givees own
bencfit tat God expecus hlm to give.-CAasntIw.am

'ASTOR AND EDPLB,
TILE 110.11 E 4NDIT IMR 'E N.

The Influence of the home tapon character and mor.
-ils lit s0 self evident as la require noa pArticular em.
phasis ; it is an immense factor in the welt.bctint of a
comînuniîy ; it not only steadies, but it stimultet
ambition, encourages an hanest fle, and makes ils
owner a more intelligent mani, à better citizen. If
the value of ownership is Ini question, from a political
standpoint, one need only look al. France where p.eai.
ant proprietorship là the foundaulon ofte Republic.
And Ibis lu, perhaps, the most hapeful condition of
Anmeritan lufe. With the exception of the great
cities where a floaîing population lu Inevitabte, tbm
majority of our pdople dwell iti theirown habitations.
Scattered Ait over the country, forming a nmîwork of
cnnobling associations, clustercd about the village
higbway, isolated tapon the New England hitl.îops,
resting on the gros: prairies, adding to the b-eauty off
our towns, forming in the WVest the bulwask of civil-
ization.-tbese hontes, front thei humblest cal to, the
palace ai the rairoad king, are soi many tnagnets
drawing the bettercdass of the people to an Jainiate
and pat:iotic lave af their native soit.

IlTue tu the kindred points of litaven and 11amn,"
The affections centre in these ubrines of domestic
comioui. To Ihose who have been anerely tenants off
apartmentu or houses, such an affection cars be but
dimly realized. Can anything be more iorlorn than
the ordinary city lodging, with ils cramped boundar-
ieu, noisy surroundings and glating publicity ? How
can domcstic virtues be cultivated in a great caravan-
sary, where the oye of everyctie la tapon bis neigh.
bour? The very word )-orne conveys thte sensation off
peace and comfort. It means freedorn to do as ant
likes, ta enjoy individual liberty ta the top of one'a
tient. But a mere dwelting should flot be tbe sole
alin. The ludian bas his wigwam whicb lie cardes
front place to place, but one hardly loaks tpon It as
the shrine J darnestic bliss. WVithout intelUectual
associations, witbout culture, witbout refinernent,
without at toast saine striving toward beautifying ils
interior and surraundings, home is flot borne; it is
a base counterfeit upon the aid Saxon meaning.
"lHome," says Dryden, Ilis the sacred refuge of our
lufe." Mere possession is not enough, for if the borne
is indeed a refuge it will bc made a pleasant one ;
the temple ai love, it mîust be made fit for the in-
dwelling of those who would derivé strengtb and bene-
fit froin it. Too many ai aur so-calied bornes are
bare and cheerless. Especialy is this the ca,;e with
teose of thc fariner and the rural camrnunîty gener.
alIy. Enlinently practical in aIl bis views, sbrewd
and capable in ail that peuiains ta the growing of
crops, tbe fariner is apt to negbect the better side off

isnature. He looks tapon sentiment as purely su-
perfluois; il is with bim anlatter ofdollars and cents.
IWban be wili ask you, Ilis thc use of pictures, and

magazines, and flowers ? "-forgetting that lufe is more
than muat and the body than rairnent. And whit is
lite if it daos not minîster ta the bigber aide -f out
natures; if it rneans merely food and drink and dloth.
ing while the niind is tcf: desolate, witbaut onc beauti.
fui association, dwelling (crever upon tic sordid
dlaims ai cveryday existence? To those wbo have
mtngled with the worbd and grown woary ai drifting
front place ta place, this ye.irning for a borne grows
with years. They consider it a happmaess ta toil and
deny thernseives that a permanent abode may be
provided for their famities. Tbey know that tiey
wiIl became stronger and botter men. And when
these bopes are reaized they (e] as if a portion of te
earili bad been given theun in trust. and tboy are
cager flot ta fait short ai the respotsibiiities thus de-
voiving upan thein.

WEALTIS GREA TEST LUXURY.

The greatest luxury ai superfluous woaith is îngîs
sain wy A mian cannait b. happy if surrounded
by unhappiness. As a mere malter aofU enlightened
selflshnes" thc greatest pleasuro a mian cati have is
in mitigating Uic misiortunes or adding ta the pleas-
tire of those ai bis circle. And, beyond that campai-
atively narrow iphere, lies, in widcnizg circles, the
Nation itself. There, in bis native town-the village
whcre ho vrais boirai, or. the city wherela ho bas worked
and prospered-,bowsId ho tiot 11km Io beuem6: thom
pac.m .rachmre ed u tbcir bcac(ace? le la

gis (t)scltxna loth, tue.


