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Tur CaruMer or Pipr of Prace.—The calumet is held in great
revetence by the North American Indians, and is used in transac-
tions relative both to peace and war. The howl ot this pipe is made
of a kInd of soft red stone, which is casily wiought and hollowed
out; the stem is of cane, sllcr, or some kind of light wood, painted
with different colours, and decorated veith the heads, tails and feath-
ers of the most beantiful birds. The use ol the catumet is to cmeke
either tobacco or some bark, leafy or heth, winel they often use -
stead of it, when they enter into‘ an glhanco, oF Ol any sctious occa-
sion, or solemn engagements ; thiz being among themn the most sacied
oath thiat can be taken, the violation of which is estcemed most infa-
mous, and deserving of severe punishment from Heaven.  When
they troat of war, the whole pipe and all it ornaments are red
gomelimes it is red only on one. side § .aml by the d}Spﬂ_&ihO:t of the
feathers, &c., one acquainted with ll.lel.r custons wnl.l Lknow at first
sight what the nation who presents it intends or desites.  Smoking
the calumet is also a religious ceremony on some occasions, and in alt
treaties is consideredd as a witness between the paities, or rather as
an instcument by which they invoke the sun and moon to witness
their sincerity, and to be as it were 3 guarantee of the treaty between
them. This custom of the Indians, though to appearance somewhat
ridiculous, is not without its reasons ; for as they think that smoking
tends to disperse the vapours of the brain, to raise the spints, and to
qualify them for thinking and ]lldg!llg properly, they 'mlrouluce({ it
into thei~ councils. where, after their resolves, the pipe was consid-
ered as & seal of thelr decrees; and as a pledae ot their performance
thereof, it was sent to those they were consulting, in alliance or
treaty with; so that smoking among them at the same pipe, is equiva-
lent to our drinking together and out of the same cup. When a
lover visits his mistress, which is always at night, he gently presents
the lighted calumet to her.  If she extinguizhes ity she admits his
addresses ; but if she permits it to burn unnoticed, he retires disap-
pointed and sad.— Travels in North America.

Encrisit GovErsrssrs.—In Russia the governessis held in such
respect that she is led forth as an honoured guest, taking precedence
of the pupil whose education she his completed. In England, it
would be difficult to ascertain her 'position—-c arged with the sole care
of the ¢« precious jewels>® of an illustrious house 5 considered compe-
tent to cultivate their minds—to form their manaers—to enlarge their
views, that they may keep their position, and become all that is de-
sired in English gentlewomen—the person who does all this, if ad-
milled into society at all, is thrust, unintroduced, into a corner, and ex-

cled to vetire when the younger children are sent to hed—shghted
E; the servants—wlo consider her a servant—aud.looked uponasa
person to be dismissed as soon as done with by the mistress!  For one
govemess who receives a pension for past services—services which can
never be repaid—therc are, protected and prosperous, a huadred ladies’
maids ; it is not at all uncommon {o meet with pensioned secvants, but
a pensioned governess is a rara ovis; we find them in hospitals and
workhouses when they are overtaken by ill health, or faded into old
age\—The Art Union for June.

Frocoine v tur ArMyv,—A month has not cxpired since the
death of the unfortunate victim whose case in so remarkable n de-
gree has awakened pablic interest and discussion.  Indeed it was
not until a late hour this morning that the inquest on his body was
concluded. And yet in this short space of time her Majesty’s
Government have made a greater concession to the demands of hu-
manity and reasan than has ever before heen granted to years of
argument and petition.  The efforts of Sir Samuel Romilly were
vain, though his utmost expectations and requests did not reach to
balf the extent of the reform at present conteinplated. The motions
in the House of Commons, from time to time, though, in many cases,

raying only for returns and inquiries, were invariably ~egatived.
g‘he first step towards the rescue ot the soldier was made by a con-
fidential cireular of the Duke of York, in 1812, who ordered tha
< on no pretence should the award of a regimental court-martial ex-
ceed 300 lashes.””  Still, however, these 300 lashes might be in-
flicted for the mcst ordinary offence, ond the terrible power of the
district and general courts were left uncontrolled.  As late as 1825
a man was seotenced lo receive 1,900 lashes, though the amount was
reduced by the revision of the Commander-in-Chief to 1,200. In
1832, in the debate on one of Mr. Hunt’s mations on this subject,
Sir John Hobhouse stated that the number of lashes which could be
inflicted by the orders of regimental and district courts martial had
heen reduced from 300 and 500 to 200 and 300 respectively. In
1835, the Commission for investigating this subject was appointed,
and in the following year the award of a general court martial was
limited to 200 lashes, of a district court martial to 150, and of a regi-
mental court martial to 100. It is only by considering the difficul-
ties experienced in procuring, at these long intervals, the successive
mitigation of the military code, that we can appreciate the conces-
sion so cheerfully and promptly made at present.  DBis dat qui cito
dat. If we have not got all we could have wished, we have got
more than we could have hoped, and that before e could have ex-
pected it.  And so promising are the contemplated arrangements,
that we may confidently anticipate the residue of this barbarous
privilege to be merely nominal, and that it will expire of itself for
want of fuel, under the influence which the new regulations must
exert upon the general well-being of the army.— Tumes,
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NEWS,

Last week we had enly time to notice the inteligence brought by
the Ihbernia in the biiclest manner.  We now give mote copious
exlracts.

‘The news of the week fiom the United States has <hown more acti-
vity in the prosecution of the war with Meaico 5 and it ic likely that
the chief places in the northern patt of that exteusive but distracted
Republic will soon be in the bands of the Amesican forces.  Should
the fine tiact of land in question linally belong to the United States,
there can be little donbt that it will be much svoner peopled and in-
proved than it would be under Mexican management; an from the
disposition recently maunifested by the great majority of the Houso of

o Representalives, there s reason to hope, that, however much they

may aunex, uo farther exteusion of the area ot slavery will be pers
mitted.

Sant1 Fe has fallen into the hands of ieneral Keamey without a
contest, the Mexican Govemory, Armijo, having retreated to Chilu-
ahua. The Ametican General fixed his quartets in the palace, anil
proclaimed himself Governor of New Mexico, amid, it is said, shouts
of applanse on the part of the inhabitants,

General Taylor was fast approaching Monterey, where an ac.ive
contest was expected; but very litile can be averied with accuracy
until the ofticial despatches are published.

‘Fhe remunant of the Mormons have heen obliged to yicld to vio-
lence, there heing, it appears, no power in the laws to protect them.
The vumerous by of that remarkable seet, which emigrated in spring,
ts said to be m a wretched and starving condition amang the wild re-
gions of the Upper Missouri. Upon the whole, the followers of the
Mounon prophet appear to meet the same fate with those of Judas of
Galilee (Acts v, 37).

Certain Amertican divines and religious papers ate indulging in much
self-complacency on account of the victory ohtained, or supposed to be
obtamed, over the Rritish abolitionists at the Evangelical Alliance.
The fact is, the contraversy on the subject, \vhichgflas raged in the
United States for the last ten yoears, is comparatively new in Britain,
and therefore the Americans were thoroughly versed in all the highly
plausible arguments and assertions on their own side of the question,
while the British had to seck for the replics to them. Had the
American abolitionists been prepared with a single able man inthe
Alliance, provided with the documents and facts which are so well
known here, we are satisfied the result would have been far otherwise.

‘The awful storm which endangered the Greal Western on her last
passage out, is largely deseribed and much dwelt upon by several of
the passengers in the American papers.

The Canadian news of the week are not important, if we except
the steady advance in the value of all the productions of the country,
2a advance which cannot fail o increase the purchasing power of
Canada for the year, to the extent of nearly fifty per cent., and
which must therefore exhaust the stocks of goods on hand, in a re-
markable manner, unless they were greatly overdone indeed, for the
trade formerly expected. Our readers will rememnber the gloomy
forbodings enterlained in many quarters, of the utter prostration of
Canadian interests, more especially those connected with hread stufis
consequent npon free trade—wheat was, if we remember right, to be
three york shillings a bushel in Upper Canada, and uther things in
proportion.  Surely the facts of the case as now developed, will shake
the confidence ot protectionists in their own wisdom, and set the
people’s ininds at rest as to the safety of Free Trade. We do not
mean by these remarks, to say, that the rise in prices altogether
results trom free trade, it is donbtless a consequence of the increase
of consumption, and the failurc of the potata crop, combined of which
the former “lement alone, is attributable to free trade; but we do
mean o say that free trade will not upon the average lower the prices
of our productions, in any greater degree than it will lower the prices
of the articles which we consume in return, and thorcfore that all its
benefits, whatever they mzy be, are obtainable without counter~
balancing disadvaniages.

The great innovation of the the present day, viz: the transmission
of intelligence by lightning, is making rapid progress, and bids fair soon
to mnvade, and we trust el-ctrify the somewhat lethargic Canades.
Preparations are, we sec, inaking, to coancct Toronto, as well as
Montseal with New Vork, Boston, Washington, &c. &c., 50 3as to
bring them all within about a minute’s distance. Truly all thisis
swipassing strange. Many of our citizens earnestly desire a lighten-
ing line to Halitax, by which we would have the news from Europe
two days ahead of Boston ; and from Montreal as a central point. trans-
mit them to all parts of the American Continent. Whetherthis will be
speedily accomplished or not depends, we presnme,on the Legistature,

Halilax papers contain an account of a dreadful storm at St. Johas,
Newfoundland. The shipping have suffered considerable damaﬁc,
and the temporaty houses crected since the great fire are wholly
blown down. ’

CANADA.

Darixne Hignway Ronsiry anv aN ATTeNPT To TAKE Lire.~On Wednes.
day, the 7th inst., a htile after 5 o'clock in the cvening, as Mr. Evans, of the
firm of Messrs. B. Brewster & Co., wasriding ina gig, accompanied by a
Jady, ncar where the stream of water comes down from the Mountain, at
St. Cathenines, about one mile and a-half from town, they wers met by two
fellows, both of whom, on cuming closc up, drew out pistols; one seizedthg



