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Learning to Ride a Bicycle.
(A Ficniciors Yarus).

13id not think that it cou)d be very difficult to learntorids a
bicycle. Otherfelluws appearad to pedal with caso and .graec; fellows
no stronger than mysclf, and not more clever, as far as I could jodge.
T wished very mach that ¥ could ride, riding being productive of so
such enjoyment acd good spirits, to say nothing of i‘s hygienic ad-
vauntages. Also the fact that *« evervbody * rode inade it mnore cssen-
rial that I should too. So I determined to see what could be done in
that direction.

For s.e\'cral w. sks previoas to thiz final decision 1 had intently
perased the advertisement columns of the various newspapers to got
some ides of the prices of second hand machines.  When iny mind
wwas imade up I fairly desoured the papera.

One day to my satisfaction I szw—-

OR SALE.- Nearly new Rudze Safety, cushion tirex, alis throughout,
Le. 35.0. Owner noluz abnad, Apply Box CN6).

1 thoughs this would be just the thing: betier not learn ona new
machine, yoa kunow ; so I wrole about it and received an answer ar-
ranging an interview the next night.

Well. I parchased ihe machioe, and waited anxioasly for a more
than ordinarily dark night, Nor had 1 long to wait. That very night
was dark enough to have satisfied the mort exacting of barglars, and
I appeared to be such an one as I cantionsly crept ont, by the beck
way, info the quict street at the reat of our garden.  Having made
«juite sare that there wa< no oue within a quaricr of a mile, 1 essayed
to mount.

Now, it dots 10t scem a very difficall task 20 raite onc’s left foot
about a foot from the groand and pat it od a. il bur of iron termed
2 Test {guite a misnomer I acsure youi.  To my mind the £ith prop..
~ poas asinoram.” you knox. is nothing to it

Upon my first try. the {ront wheel give = vicdoas lurch to the left.
and Lafwer seversl fmatic hops, lost my lalaaccand a modicum of
a1y [atichoe, and st dowr, while the = bike™ descrited circles roand
me, apparently onjoring my discomf{ertare.  Just then 1 hieard {oot.
steps, »n I acized the machine and vanished behind  the garden wall.
Afier Sve minoics of anxiozs waiting and  brezthless Rlenoe 1again
emenped o do lattle with the toed. T sxwe that my failare belore was
due 1o my rot arnting with seffi-ient momentum. Reeping shis well
in mind ? gave a vigorous pash with my oocavailable fool (hy thebye,
1 smanaged to 2ct the other o3 she rext the xeoond time of trxing), and
manaed to pet considerable way on. bedng in case  proximity to the
mddle, bot wot o it though.  Having proved by serem! ineffecina)
efints thal the peal (addlel was not 20 k. reachel thst time. T be-
thozglt mcte konk amand.  Objecie seetnad to be peéog by at s raped
e and it saddealy Sasbed thmogh mymind that 1 was pedag down
asteep hill.  With that peealiar power of more than ondizarily mapad
thinking. wachmicd 20 people in dire cxinemity. 1 remmembened that
aasne mavries had been at work at the betiaem of the hill mending the
romd, el ning for the perpoac, that for & wheelmen, cobble-xione.
Cold drogre e perspitating bedewed 0 s, Jtrid 10 think of
what was bl toda batosuld not. £ cemed oementad 1o the ma.
chine. which was gathering speed rapidly.  Jaed at shis jencture my

foot slipped and I fell forward onto the saddle. In my aew positionl
must have resembled John Gilpin to a wry great extent. But the
end was near. I could sco tho rod lamp denoting danger, bat could
no more steer clear of it than I could havo gracefully regained term
firma. The next minate thie machine struck a coil of rope. 1 turncd
a Aouble somersault and brought upona heap of sand, in asitting
postui+  Things would not havo beet. so bad, only the machino went
through the same gymr .ic feat, alighting on my chest and rolling
away intc thie gatfer. It gutter breaking and I gotter shaking. Oh,
yes. Iean joke now: I have been out of the hospital three weeks.

OR SALE —-Nearly new Ruzby Safety, cushion tires, balls throughout,
Whatoffers® Owncergiving up riding forgood r *sons.

This happened yvears ago. 1 did have another try, but tha, time
1 went out in broad daylight, and had six men and a boy holding me
on. Inowdomy milein 2:10, and my * digs™ are simply crowdod
with cops, medals, &c., momentoe’s of iny achicvements at  the vari-
ous meots.

The lcarning was sotaewhat uphill, or rather downhill work, bat
1 have been amply repaid.

P. Roxr.

N. B.--Thesc cxpericaces are no? the writer's own.
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Thoughes from the College World.

Conqaest of drcamsiances i, in a moasure, adapting one’s el tn

them. aod making them serve uk
— e

The student rabs,

He pulls and tugs,
And witha dash
Comes the moustache.
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Chicaga University has just compleied a new scenne hall, pow-
hably the finest 21 best equipped in the United Statex,
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=X et thegitlof the .
And 200k ber by the 1=
T thoaght I'd popthe 7
Rut T dida’s kave the st
~0—

The wendency 10 pedverere, 10 peras in spite of hindmunces, die.

oMaraganents and imposabilities, “. Is thi, that In all things, dic
U mumislies the stmnng from thoe wak~Cazvr.
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I'm so glad “tic near vacation,

When each trial and vexation

Which doth attend cxaminztion

WiTl be forpmt i1 necnemtiion.
Sexramimne Auruvs.

J.E



