
The Wise and the Foolish Virgin
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MNI 1 wl; ai tuT comnes, and iiliber falling
on their evelîid, sefls them fan t;-

fi ar! the foiud of voie.- cal .ii
Loi, thu irligid m 'oin e at i4t.

Ait arise thli-r aaîl~ ti t riu,
F t tiear light in hraiaig lion.

Five were wise-tieir lhglt naow faililag,
Fron the cru.se witih oil tii-% feed

Five sert f iuolij -satl ' y aîlaag,
oil lita, faiieda lia aur atira-L

weeping ai the gate they stad,
Lampiis extinguished in ileir iand.

.ls tiîey h&sten ii i iaîls
ilak ito te larkei i- et,

They cean Iear the shout of gladiens
Sounliing welcoiIe clear ai aweet.

[I Fas entered-closed the gate-
Now thaey cone. but cone too late-

Vaiily knocking, long entreating,
'litre they stanl lin darkest night.-

At the feast, the King i. greeting
Ail H ia servants ri iu ic de o

,rhon. liho waikel aa fracuîds lefore,
Patted nowa for evernore.

Faith, to Jesus simply cliiging,
in His footateps folowing stIli

Love witin the- lhart up.saîriaiging,
True o iedtence tH Bau Vi

Thes sweiet graces inst he mine,
Ere my lamp can brightly shine.

*Tis the Spirit thbat tiaint gives% il-
aver the larnp aint lalîy triai;

It is le whose breath revives it,
When ils light is growing dil.

Jesus, let ny life then be T
Like a lanp kept bnght by TBree.

-Rev. J. D. Burait.

and expeditions were fitted out hy the
The Boy Astronomer. principal European goverriments. It

THE firet transit of Venus ever seen was observed in this country by Davin
by a human oye was predicted by a boy, Iittenhouse, who faiited when he saw
and was observed by that boy just s the vision.-Si. NicholaS.
he reached the ago of manhood. His

name was Jeremiah Horrox. We have
a somewhat wonderful story t ttell The Salvation .rmy.
abolt this boy. LooK at those fellows with their

He lived in an obscure village near bras instruments on the platform at

Liverpool, England. He was a lover the Oxford circus, and those women

of bocks of science, and before he with their tambourines, "timbrels"

reached the ago of eighteen ho had they are called in the Bible. How

mastered the astronomical knowledge those chaps blow ! How those girls

of the day. He studied the problem make the parchment vibrate and the

of Kepler, and ho made the discovery belle jingle, and how the music goes
that the table of Kepler indicated the through you! But now suppose you
near approach of the period of the go and hire some men ta play on drums

transit of Venus mrose the sin's centre. and trumpeta, and invite morne women

This was about the year 1635. to beat tambourines, and get up a
Often, on the midummer nighta, the regular Salvation army band, you will

boy Horrox might have been Seen in aind that there is no spiritual power

the fields watching the planet Venus. and posmibly very little good music in

The desire sprung up within him to it. What is the matter i I wil tel
see the transit of the beautiful plaiet you. That lad up there in the band et
asross the disk of the sun, for it was a the Oxford circis " barracks " used ta

sight that no e had ever seen, and blow the cornet in her majesty's service,
one that would tend to solve some of till h. sunk no low by his vices that

the greatest problems ever presented ta ber majesty's army sloughed him off.

the mind of au atronomer. So the Broken-hearted and ready to perih, ho
boy bagua te examine the astronomical vent down, down, till,just on the point

tables of Kepler, and by their aid of throwing himself into the Thamen,
endemvoured te domonstrate at what he saw a squad of the Salvation army
time the next transit would ccur. uarching by. With the instinct of an

He fouad an error in the tables, and oad soldier ho joined the ranks, and
then he, being the first of ail autrono- presently found himself at the Salvation

mers to make the precise calculatin atrmy's bar-acks. They did not attempt
disoovered the exact date when the to alough him off, ho was just the sort

neit transit would taie place. He of a recruit for them; no they showed

told hie secret to one intimate friend, him the way ta the " fountain," taught
who like himelf, lovei science. The him the " knee drill." God's Spirit

ycung astronomner thon as aited the put salvation into him, and it was not

event which he had predicted, for a long before he could join the "hallelujah
number of ymar nover seeing the chorus," and sometimes h. felt like

loed aiiet in the shaded evnilng sky relieving hie overcharged soul by a
without dreaming of the day when the "salvation breakdown." Thon he bean

transit should fulfil the beautiful vision to look for work, and f9und it; t hon

ho carried continually in hie mind. he began to look for usefulness, and
The memorable year came at lai- found it in the cornet ho used to play;

1689. The predioted day of the transit and now ho drives a van by day and
mains toi st the and of the year. It blows that horn by night, for the praise

wam Sty. It found Rorrox, the ad gory of God hi Saviour. Se how

boy trdom, no ' juslt twenty his' geeks stick euti Sec how hi. eyes
yma cf av, inci vatoig a sheet shine I The mai in mued. He knows

of paper in a private rooma, on wlichi
lay the sun's retlecte image. Over
this reflection of the sun's disk on the
paper, ho expe'cted monent by momtent
ta sm tue plainet pais like) a noving
spot or a ahadow.

Suddenly, the church bells rung.
The paper stili was spotless. No
shadows broke the outer edge of thb
mun's luminous circle.

Still the church bella rung. Should
he go 1 A clond might hide the sun
before hi return, and the expected
disclosure be last for a century.

But Horrox aid to himself, I T must
not neglect the worship of the Creator
to see the wunderful things the Creator
ba made."

So he left the reflected image of the
sun on paper, and went to the sanctua y.

WVhen bhe returned from the service,
he hurried to the room. The sun was
still shining; and there, like a shadow
on the bright circle on the paper, was
the image of the bright planet Venus.
It crept slowly along the bright centre,
like the finger of the Invisible. Then
the boy astronomer knew that the great
problems of astronomy were correct,
and the thought filled his pure heart
with religious joy.

Ilorrox died at the age of twenty-two.
Nearly one hundred and thirty years
afterward, Venus was again seen cros-
sing the uin. The whole astronomical
world was then interested in the event,
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Fui Missions.
Fin is a briglt star in the constella-

tion of Wesleyan missionary triumphs.
The Wesleyans ent two labourera therea
s0 early as 1834, and tn 1830 they bail
acquired sufficient influence to prevent
the massacre and eating of the crew of
the ship "Active," shipwrecked near
Lakemha, and in 1857 there were
54,281 attendants upon the Methodist
religious services. I well remember,
in 1854-5, of reading in the English
Missionary Juvenile Oferig, the
letter of James Calvert, tha leading
missionary, asking the prayers of
English children for the blood-thirsty
cannibal King Thakambau, and equslly
well do I remember the glad news
reaching us of Thakambau' sconversion,
and Calvert's description of his cver-
joyed feelings, as one Sabbath morning
the king and family presented them.
selves for baptisi.

Thakambau is now a local preacher,
and his sons and daughters are clas-
leaders and Sunday-school teachers.
The Fiji Islands, a well as the Friendly
Islands, have been completely Ohris-
tianised in one generation. A year or
two age the Friendly Islanders had a
Thankq8iving fund, frou which they

erise, hie says, -4 are natuires t
panacea " for the disorder.

Di. MARK HoPKiNs, in a recelt
lecture to the theological atudents of
Princeton Seminaty, is reported to
have expremsed hi viewsq in regard to
evolution very forcibly, saying that the

theory was not only " atheistic, but
entirely insufficient to explain in any
way toe origin of the human species.

TUE ancient furnace still in use at
the customi-house docks in England, is
known as the " Queen's tobacco pipi
In this gloves, lace bandanna haid- j
kerchiefs, coffi-e, ten, cigare, spirit
which were sinuggled, were burnedll
formerly. Thirteen thousand pairs Of
French gloves were at one time cast
into this furnace.

Eviav ione can't be heautiful, but
they cani be sweet temporel ; and al
sweet temper gives a lovelines ta the
face more attractive in the long rqun
than even beauty. Have a snile an"
a kind word for all, andl you wil be
more admired-nay, loved, than anY
more beauty. A sweet tomper is to
the household what .unihine is ta the
trous and flowers.

fr els it, quivers all over with delight
the thought of it ; and hie bIlows on

at bras horn accordingly. No hired
uslician over played the coinet that
av.
'That clean, tidy girl used ta play the
mbourine at doors of ale-houses,
nging meanwhile with a beery voice
d a broken heart; but some of the
army " sisters picked ber up; Christ,
ho il not mo particular asi omoe of his
ofessed disciples, saved lier, and now
e ings with a new voice and sounds
e salivation timbrol, and thus praises
e Lord with all ber soul and body.
hie is the natorial of which the
alvation army is largely recruited ;
ese are the wasted and worse than
asted talents that are put to the
aster's service. It is amazing what

n amount and variety of ability, and
ven of genins, has thus been rescued
nd mssed for the savng of lost men
nd women ; but their music cannot be
nitated by mere musicians, nor can
te tactici of the " army " at large be
ut te proper use by common Christians.

it of the depths of min have these
ouls cried unto God, and out of the
ep ths of joy and gratitude they march
rd dance and sing and pray, bringing,
s I verily believe, more people to a
ound biblical experience of saving
race than any other body ot believers
n England.

EnI voi left voar roon this norfing
i> voi think to prav? I

1i the 1ame1- Of Clia ut, our Saviour,
Di)l yoi site for loviag favour

As a shaiill to-day

When you inet with Lreat teiptations
Did y-ou think to i;ray?

y is dving love an<il prit
1id you clairn his Holy Spirit

As youuî guide aid stay.

Whiu your lit twa4 tlr-d with anger
Ddvoia tiik to praiy i

I)id youn plea for grace, mîy brother,
Tilat youti night forgive another

Who iad ci ossed your way i

Wien soie tri .is coulae lapoti yoaa
wT you tli t pray

when your sout wa howed w ith sorow,
Baia of Gileadl did youî boarow

At the gates of <lay?
- ite Pcsbyterian.

puirchaIsed, first, ian annuitv for tIl,
old nimionary, William Tionia, wii,
tirist brought thein the gopeil, an l then
these duskv iiilanlers met apart an
ment over £1O, or $500, for the coni
sion of London. Ail this, beis
hustaining their owna churchesa ia
maintaining missions in adjoniie,,
iilands, whpn within living mnu y
they were ciannibais and savages. Anti
yet people ak the quelstion whethei

missions pay !i
John Hunt was a noble martyr in iat

Fîjian work. He was a Linconmhaaa
lad, red-haired and shock-heatdid, fresh
from the farm, when he knocked at
the English Conference doors. They
accepted him on trial for the missi0n
work, and sent him to Richmond
College. On bis arrival there with a
small trunk and a bundle tied up in a
red kerchief, the servants and the iore
faîshionable ttuienti were inclitid to
laugh and mîock at imîn. At nght,
however, they asked him to pray, and
then they soon altered their opinion.
In Fiji his labours were most abundant,
and he died a martyr to the good cause.
Said Dr. Cocker once: " By the grae
of that sainted miauisionary, John liuint.
I vowed that while tver i had a cruat
of broad ta eat, or a roof ta cover nie,
I would share it, if th a occasion preien-
ted ituelif, with a missionary or a
minister of Christ."

small Change.
A METHODIsT, in clas-meeting, sail)

that he "had been a Chiîtian off and
on for thirty yeiars." Mi dei:omina-
tions, alas, have manîy such adherents.

" Wny did yoiu lide, Johnny 1" said)
one boy to another. " I hide to save

ny hide," replied the other, as lie hiel
away to a secire spot.

Da. Jositu PanRKi finely and
forcibly says: " Falsehood im in a
hurry ; it may ho at any monent de-
tected and puimshaed ; truth is cal,
seren ; its judgment is on high: it
King cometh ont of the chambers of
eternity.

A MAINE physician. after I years of
careful study," has cone to the conclu-
sion that a cold is not a cold, but a
fever directly canised by indigestion or
impure air. " Fasting, fresh air, anifd

exaicîs,' o sas, ar natre- trui'
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