654

PLEASANT HOURS,

4. Littlo Brown Penny,
A Httlo brown penny, svorn and old,
Dropped iu tlie box by a dhmpled hand;
A lttle brown penny, a childish prayoer,
Bont far away to a heathen land

A little brovn penny a generoys thought
A Nithle 1088 fandy Jusi to¥ one day

A young heart awakened far life, mavhap
‘I'o the nerds of the heathen {ur away

‘The prany flow aff with the prayer's swift
wings,
It carrled the mesgage by Jesus sent ;
And the gloom wau pierced by a radiant
light
Wherever the prayer and tho messape
went,

And who can tell of the jov it brought
To thi souls of the heathen far away,
When darkness fled, ke wavering mists,

From lho heautiful dawn of tho Gospel

day 2
And who can tell of the bieasings that
éame
To the Ittte child when Chriat lankend
© down ?

Or how the penny, worn and old,
In "heaven {ill chahge to a golden
" efdwn ?
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THE BPWOBTH LEAGUE.

The central idea of thls movemaent is
to copy the example of the first Meth-
vdists, in umiung fur he more carefnl
study of the Ward of God and the great
themes It unfolds. Amnuld the bewilder-
ing mulupucnt) o! books, papers, aad
perfodicals which flcod tue world of to-
day, there s not that deep and dJose
study of the Bible that 1t is dp.simble
there shoutd Ve atnong our young peogle.
£ven those who teach and preaca are
scarcely as * mighty in the Scriptures
as the early Methodists were,

The study of the Bible 1 pre~emlncml:,
adapted to qQuichen anl s'ron"thcn the
intellect, as a1l as 0 1nopire .'ma sanc-
ufy the heart. In these times of doubt
and questioning, our young peuple shoald
be lntelllgcnt Christians.  Unless they
are grouaded In the faith, they are lable
to be drifted abeut by the v.\lnds of
~ophistry and error. It s of the great-
est {mportance that we be able to give
a good reason for our Christian hope.
But above the mere Intcliectnal study ol
the truth must b> placed he nourlsh-
ment of faith and love, which only the
truths of Divine rev e.ntion can supply.

The Epworth League is not simply a
Bible class; It iS broad camoygh in its
sphere of study to c¢mbrace all whole-
somo iier.tuc JBat §s adap.ed to fivifioa
spiritunl Tite; bui special promincncé is
given to \wthodlst lterature.

Many of our young peop's 4o not
Kknow how ri*h Methodlsm s in bio-
graphy and history A fuller a~qaint.
ance with the deeds and writines of the
herolc mén and wemen of M. itodism
would strengthen the loyal al{achment
of our people to thelr own church,

We hate seclarian bigotry. Bat a loya
laye. l‘or one’s own church I8 consistent

¢ dbroadest Christlan charlty to-
wxmil Chrisunns ot other churches,
There {s an fnspiratfon fn remembering

l , the days of ol{, aud the men and women '

' whose nnmeg allio op tho stars foroyer

"sarles of life.

- ingredients,

and ever.

A serles of readlng courges for the
Lpworth Ecaguo has beén prepared.
These coursos ombraco thg Hible; the
doctrines history, blography. and re-
ligious llfe of Methodisin ;" travdl, are.
stience, ete.  ‘They aro not required, but -
aré  recommended to  the members.
Diplomiag and goals will be awatded o
members who pursue them  In ordey -
te provide for individual members who |
are not connected with locnl Leagues, a ¢
certificate has been prepared for readers, *
on which a seal I8 aflixed for each course .
of reading pursued.

In tho Mecthodict Church in tho United |
States, a great impulse has been given
to the study of Methodist litorature by
the Epworth Leaguo.

JUNIOR EPWORTH LEAGUL.
PRAYER-MEETING TORIC.
APRIL 131, 1897.
Auabs and Eve out of Eden.- -Genesis 3.

CHAMNGE,

During the time that Adam and Eve
resided In Eden, they enjoyed every com-
fort that heart could desire, but nowv
they are compelled to tnko their de-
parturé, and would no inore enjoy those
delights of which they had been the
ruartakers for so many years. They
would now be In 2 position to contrast
their former comforts with their pre-
sent sad condition. Toil and labour was
Bow thelr lot, and only by patient effort
could theéy be suro of the common ncces-
“By the sweat of thy
brow sbalt thou eat bread.”

SORROW,

They never knew sorrow nor pala in
thetr primeval condition. Dlsgrace had ;
now befallen them. They were dls-l
bhonoured, and the ‘tup of sorrow which
was their lot, wns full of the bitterest :
Yod caunot mentlon a
s.ngie evil from: whlch tbe human famfily
Is suffering, but it hus come Into the
worid by sin. %nns disobedience was
the cause of hig , and all the sorrow

:that Las been g Yot must be traced to,

the same cause.
DEATY,

The words in verse ..3 “Till the ground
from whunce t.hou wast, taken,” seem ,
to have an echo Yery shmilar to the words '
often heard, ““Dist thou art, and unto,
dust shalt t.hou return.” Whate\ er hope, ,
il any, Adam and, Eve had felt before .
this, that they m!ght Teturn to thelr for-
mer habitation, would now be ex-.

. tInguished, and we M4y bLe sure that,

o ————

deep down . their Thearts, anguish .
would ragn, a8, they. tould fecl assured
that the things which had hitherto been.
thelr supremc” delight; would never more
afford them any consolation. God, aftéh
takes away earthly things’ that his people
:xlullv better iéarn the mlue of heavenly
\ings.

HOPR. '
Verse 24 Herg thero is a spark of
bepe  The dlvine pressnce 1S st

veychsafed:  The  cherdbim “and. iho
flaming §word aro évidences of alvino
presence, and though man 5" \mder Sen-
tence of conaemnat.mn. ‘God has never
left the world' witliout marks ot his
favour, ind' all' thv plans’ v:ht_ch “have
been n dpcration for man's ‘Nappiuoss
have only-Yeer the ralfitinent of the :m-
clont promise\ that “the ‘seed of the, W)
man should “brilse the "érpent’s head.™
The flatilng sword stands as a_nrotestion
to the tree 61 life, may 4 chnsidered em-
tlematicnl of the protectlon of the hida:
venly ‘Edén—the. Father’s house, the hea-
venlv home, which wil' b8 the efernal’
habi+ation &f all who fear Gog: -and Work
righf%xlsnm

Thus wé 508 merey {s maixed. with Judg-
ment, and this s characteristlc ‘ot all
Gnd’s dealings with mankind. AMan,
while rulned by sin, Is at the same timo
vedeemnd by Christ. and though we are
fallen 1o Adam. we way have life any
even have it more abundantly in Christ
Jesus.

The voleanoes of Vesuvius and' Etna
are never both ac.hve at the same time.

The cries of sea birds, especially sea.
gulls. are very valuable as fog signals.
The birds cluster on the cliffs and coast,
and their eries warn boatmen that they
are near the land.

Burmese humanity. to anlmals £0¢s so
far as to provide buffaices kept in stables
with mosqulio netting ‘The mosqultoea
are as annoying to_ cattle as' to human
belngs, dbut twhen Yeft out of doors the
bufialoes can prqtccl themselves by roll-
gc in the mud’ apd: lewtlig, ft cake upon:

em.

A MEMORY DAY, AND WHY IT I8
uY 3ARY LOMDARD BRODUEAD.

long agoe there Hved a nobleman
namgid Kaspur Voo Schwenckfeld.  Pop-
. haps you ¢au tel} Just bow long ago hp
lved it § tel) you that ho was at one tima
a friend of Martin Luther. You will
guess from b name that his homo w34
in Germany, and, it you will find Silesla
on your maps, you will see in what part
of the country he lived.

In those days, people thought a noble-
mau ought to spend most of his time in

riding, hunting, and pleasure-sceking.

They, no doubt, thought Count Kaspar a
queer sort of tello“. because hg choso to
o to sckool and to the great universities,
But it was in this way that ho learnad to
think, aund was prepared for the work
God bad walting for him to do.

This was just at the timo of what wo
call the Reformatfon. The Bible, thut,
had beeu shut up {n the keepinyg of ‘tho
priests, waa put into tho hands and minds,
and hearts of the people.

Amopg those who took the Bible into
thelr hearts was young Count Iaspar.
Do you know that the Bible, when it getz
Into the heart of a man, 18 sure {o shing
out in hls life, as a candle dees when it
{s lghted and put into a lantern ? So

- it happened that the gay lords and ladies

among whom Count Kaspar lived soon
found that he was in some way different
froin them. The real truth was that,
with the Bible, the Lord Jesus Cllrlst:
himsecl? had come to live in his heart,
and whoever watched his iife saw Chrlst
himselt shining ia it

When we bave been a long while in the
dark, it hurts to have a light suddenly
shlne into our eyes. So it was wlth;
sume of those who saw the light of. Christ | |
in XKaspar von Schwenkfeld. 'I'hoy
turned their backs upon him, and tried to'
forget all about what they considered his
queer notions. But there were plenty of
poor people whose lives had very few
pleasant lights in them, and these most
gladly heard all that the good count had
to tell them of Christ and his word.
There were a good many, too, among his
rich friends, who were won by the Christ-
light of Kaspar von Schwenckfeld, and
they gladly joined thelr poor nelghbours
in listening to what he found for them
in God's, Word. Even Luther and some
other truly good men became very un-
Iriendly to Schwenckfeld, because he did
net understand sone thlngs in God's
Word just as they understood it.

The hatred and unfriendlness soon
grew so strong that the good count and
his followers had, Yo leave their homes
and all that \hoy had ‘Tor Clrist's sake.
Oftén they wert driven lnto the depths
of thé great forests,  Whllg there, they
\sere so anxious to keep the words of
thelr lgdder ‘that they. ‘made paper of
wood, ink froni the, julch of berries, and
pény’ trom the quilis of biXds, that they
might Erite out, his teacliings.

Aner tefr’ lcader died, “his followers
had'Difterly hard tmes. If there were
wars with’ the Turks, the Schjwenck-
felalans, as they were called, were put
into the front ranks.of,the batlies, They
were sold.as sjaves. Thay ¥ore hunted
in ‘the forests of Sllesla. “ They. were
desutute, atmctcd mrmemcd they. wan-
dered, in deserts, aml n mganmlns and
in_dens and, caves, of:the earth,*

The hatred. of thejr enemids. followed
them oven after death, so Tar.as, it cpuld. |
Therp was at oneé, ume 3.cruel. lay: that
Jhey must hury. thelr.dgad fn. the. cattle- .
walk,—~the rough, hard. path, Worh, by
the herds taat. grazed. on the, commons. -
In later :\id better times R gnunight
has been aced near the spet, in mcmory
of.those nameless graves, Yet, in spite
of’ all' these sufferifigs, they, would: not

give up the Christ whom they loyeq, ana
they. called: thimzelyes by & beautiful
namo.: * Confessors- of the glory ot
Christ.” We shoald call them * Con-
fessors of the sukerings of Christ,"—
shouldn’'t we -

These cruel persecutions had lasted
atout two hundred years, when God
ratsed up friends for his suffering chil-
dren, aud provided for chem a new home
in our ownm: America. where they could.
have frcedom to worship God. as. they:
thought right. This {5 how it came
about that the good- ship St. Andrew,
with her white sails-spread, came. to- the.
port ofPhiladelphia on:the 24th of Sep-
tember, 173%, bringing a. little company-
of these storm-togsed children of’ God;

If you should go up- to. the. beautiful
. hilts of Montgomary Connty in Penasyl-
vania, you would find & good many: pes-
pie stili camng themseives by the name.
of the goad co'nt who. was.the teacher
of their forcfathers. And if you ware.
there on, the annlversary of the. day
when the St. Andrew resched her hare.
Lour, sou could go to the searly feast.
thatleeps.in- memory Gods ®oddn« S8 ‘and
mercy In bring!ng them to’ thelr new’ and—

beautiful home. Yoy would enjoy going
to a week-day meeting It it were held in
a church nw'ﬂcd dowh in the edge of the
wqoda }‘lv{pn the German hymnl and
addvcases Would be lnteresting, though
they might puzale your Euglish cars a
Hitie.” In thd@ Engllsh portlons of the
sarylce you wauld hear many storigs of
brave deeds for Christ’s sake that would
make you ready to join with a thankful
hieart in the hymns that are sung before
and after the mld-day meal. The
Schwencktelders Iike to keep this thanks-
giving meal very simplo, so that they
may not forget that thelr forefathers
were poor for Christ's sake when théy
came to thelr new home, It ia for this
reason that you would find at this
‘“ memory feast” only bread and butter
and apple-butter. But it ig rich, syeot
food, for It s ¢aten with thankful héarts.
Besides this, it bas the chnrn}l af begng
the very same fare vhich thelr tore-
fathers ate at thelr Qrs thansglv!ng
meal upon thely arrivat.
It yol ever bave the good fortline go
spend one of thege memary da¥s
the Sehwenckfolders, You wilt drive igome
just when the sun is touching with purple
and gald the hillg and valleys., A8 you
look at thelr qulet homes, and then think
of the persecutions which the good count
dnd his followers endured. you will have
in your heart what gome one has put'into
-a hymnp :
“ From all thy saints at warfare, for all
thy saints at rest,
To thee, O blessed Jesus, all pralseg be
addressed.
Thou, Lord, didst win the battle that
they might conguerqrs be:
Thelr ¢rowns of living glom are 1it
with rays from thee.
. —Sunday-school Timas.

JACK THE SOLDIER.

“.Can't do it. It's agalnst ordeps. I'm
a soldler now,” sald one newsboy to an-

other,
“Yes, you look like a soldier!” was

the mocking reply,

“Y'am, though, all the same,” and Jack
straightened himselZ rnd looked steadily
into Jim's eyes, “J. sus is my Captain,
and I'm going.to d. everything on the
square after this, °c..use he sayg 50."

“That won't last long” spid Jim,
“ Just walt till you're in hard lugk znd
awful hungry, and you'll hook’ someh;lng
fast enough.” ]

“ No ;. my Captain says, ° Don't steal.
and I won't. hat L can't earn FIY go
without, and if I'm likely to ‘steal any
time, ']} just call to him. Hels always
watchin to see it any of his so)d!ers nead
help, and he's. ready. with it ag, soon as
they ask for it. He'll help mo to doa anv-
thing hé's told me to do.”

Wise Jack! e had learned the
secret of a happy, useful Christian life

SPONGES.

When you.use your.sponge, do yon ever
ask yourself where it came from, whether
it grew or wag miade’? ' The spongais a
collection of animals, really, which lay
eggs that hatch and-increase.tha size of
the sponges. The best sponges are
found in the Medliterranean. They used
to be caught by naked divers, and even
with harpoons; but they have growa
scarcer and are now .caught fn deep
waters that require expert divers in
divers’ suits. Sponges are foung in the
Pacific Ocean, the Atlantic and. the In-
dfan Ocean

The Greeks are said: to be the best
divers in the: world. A. glass is placed
at the end of a.large tube. The boat
engaged in sponge-fishing: passes- slowly
over the ground while an expert watches
the bettom ‘through. the larga tube, the
glass of which {8 benéa‘h the surface,
The water is so clear that the bottom.
can be steén at-a. gréat.depth. Wheh- thie
sponges are discovered; the divers,put on
thejr sults and’go-to-the.bottom, andithe.
sponges.are brought: to the.surface.

In the- wateérs of. the West Indies the
sponges' ars secnred in. comparativelw
shallow water. A box-or basket:{s. used;
with-a. pane of glass.iaserted:in the. tiot~
tom. The spoupefishér puts. his. face
into this; and Wheh’ he.discovers Sponges.
brings-them' to.thé surface with.a Hook.
The Jarge- woolly sponge, as.yan. wouid
imagine, is.called.a. sheapisponge.

All sponges have to be prepared. for:
market. As taken.from the water. they
are unfit for use, apd: must: ba- cleangd;,
and bleached. to some extent, The: vers.
white, hard stonges.are.over-treatsd,. and
not-as good-as those .cleaned. without so
free.a use:of.acld, The.beat. sppnguam
found in the deepest waters..

ST e

in cnic% goa mero.fm-’: 600 1kensad-sa~
toons. e..majority of them«m o!_aﬁ-
o Snpdlz» - e



