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se. Ot11r Lord said duit Alýihm rcjoied to Sec
Mis day, anîd ,saiv *, and was g ad, n d ninny
othcr rtghiteous aild hîs1 îircd filn ay have donc1 so.
But, in Ili prîai Ity tliotigli ail GodI's people
believeid iii the comîng of Messiahl, yet fewv iunder-
stooid wiîat, Js ivork i'as te be, or the exact rensen
ivhy they wcre directcd te say innfocenIt aiais as
In net of vor-Shilp.

'T'lîcîc twiîst ]lave been a fecliug tinoet,,St the
rcasol:îblc tilat, it was "Ilfot possible tilat the bleed
of bîîils anîd of goats slhoiil taze :îway sins." li
the 5Oth lsalinî God asks, Il WYil I onît die ficslî of
bils or drinîk the blood of goats? " Ait( i the
51st Psalni the writeu' says, "For Thon desirest flet
sacrifice ; cisc NVCIîl I -iv'e it' Thou deiighitcst nlot
iii burt ofcin But dil this iiplv tbat iii tic
wvriter's opinion the TIemîple sacrifices werc useless
and to bc safely dispensed with? By 11o mnuas; for
those wl'ho wviote tiiese words ivere, thç forcrnost iii
carryilig out thc Iaw t3 te sacritieial worslîip, and at
eV'ei se lite a ieriid aîs Uic tinie of Malaclii, tl c
nation i'as reproved flot for offering aimali.1 sacrifi-
ces, but foir offcu'iîg diseased ani iwortihless animais
instead of valuiable ones. lïoiv caî ivc reconcile,
thon, tic voî'ds queted above, ,nd the lots of th)ose
Nviio studied to be religfiois ? Ili this iviy;

Thiese sacrifices, aitgli tiiey wveu' toit to be iii-
Capable inii esehi'cs of blottit)- ont Sinî a nd ip1eas-
in- God, weu'e yct coininanded by God ; and
thcrefoî'e lie iw'ho ileglected tien %'as aiî'ectly
(lisohedient te God. Ait( mro'eoveî', the eyc of
fiith saw that thiere inust bc iii tiieni deep) ienings,
or cisc God wouid niever have oî'deredl thein. Theat
they could net bc Uic sour'e of fulil forgiveness ail
kncew, for there wverc miny sins (sucb as adultery)
foi' wh'ich thc law providcd no sacrifice, nor gave
pardon. Yet that thcy were net worthless or
valuecless the righiteotus feit; for by oecying Ged thc
faitiiful seul n'as sure of God's blessing; and God
could tise tiiese insigynificant ineans as the channel
thi'ough wlîich Hi nighlt pour Hus spiritual gifts.

Rence Uic offering of sacrifices tested the faith
.nd Uic obedience of tliose of the OI Dispensàtion;
naîîd aise dcîn.Vided of theni soine self-sacrifice and
scif-denial. For it was noe iîîsignificant gift that
thcy wcre rcquired to offer, but animais tîseful for
food, aîîd pessessing a mîarket value.

But wvheîî thcy obeyed God and worshipped lm
iu the way Hie (flot they) had appointed, they did
more tian tlîcy knew (ivbichi is ever tic case with
those wiio obcy God whien fis commana are liard
te undcrstand). For whnt, did they do? Notiîing
less than plcad continually, over in(l ever again, in
the higlhcst and strongcstiway (because the way of

God's own app1oiintiîîg) tho sacr(flco of Jcstis Churist,
flet yct aoîpilcbut iii God's cyes as if-it wcre

aecoîplilîe thUe blessiuigs fî'oui N'liicl werc (as I
liave jîîst said) foi' tbeln as ivcl as for 11s; auîd
w~hich alone %vas the Source te thcuîîi as %t'elI as to 11.
of par'don, grace, aîîdl Ieace.

Ita we stly Iiidden front tlîei' cyes. The
dyiuîg aniinais ; ic i'ed bleod streauîiing forth ; the

consuilc lsli ; the î'ising sîîeke, înly ýîave nt
tiisstîgcyestcdl what %ias sorne day goiîîg to takeG

Iplace ; but in ignor'anlce for tUi nost pari; tliey
oflcred, or lu dinily shllîing liglît. Yet wlîcn
thecy offcî'cd iii faithbchieving tiîat the offeriuîg ivas

*pieasiîîg to God (whîich it iras iîmasniuici as it lire-
*fignrîed alla plended the acceptable death of tic
Son), aîîd iîcuî tlîey stifflied to ho rightecus anîd
truc ili theli' dafily hives, the blessings (or sone, of
tiieni) wlîicli fiowcd fî'oin Uic Cross becane, tlii's,
:uîu 1 tieil' worshîip isceilîdcd to licarcît p)Crîaca.tc.
and unade sweet îith the iîccîîsc of Chriist's mcî'its.

Is it flot ail îîow plaint te nis? Can ive net sec
twlîy-God eeînînandcd sacrifieial îverslîip fri'om the
l'u'st anid wliy titis iras mor'e plcasiîîg te lliuîi tian
Simuple effcriîgs eftelp? Cati ive flet tinder-

stand ivliy God biessed Abel anîd Abrahlani and
tNoffli aîîd Job anid David aîîd Solomon, and atiers
tee numcreîls te mlentieon, whben tUîcy offeî'cd tlîcir

Tsacrifices te Hin? These holy filon of old wcre ail
1accepte(] tlirougii Christ Jesus, jîîst as ive eau bc;
fanîd beuîefitcdl f'oin, lis effcî'ing jîîst as ive can do.

One mlore tiienglit, before wce conclude thtis prçer.
wVe cal!1 thiese ai im al efferings ,sacrifices." We at
the saine Lime eaul tic offering of Jesus a 'Ssac>jfice."
Did tiiese animal sacrifices then possess aome virtue

i n thiîensclves se tiîat althougli the sacrifice of.Jcsus
iv.18 the gYreatest sacrifice yet these eain ho cillcd
lesser sacrifices? No; tho sacrifice of Jesus was
net enly tlîc greatest sacrifice, but as well the only
sacrifice that lias ever been offercd up and receivcd
by Godl. Tiiere is ne etiier sacrifice; there lias

Ibeen ne other; tiiere cati be uo other than tOint
"one sacrifice" offercd onîce fer ail by curir i>
never te bo rcpcated, nover requiring te bo rcpcated.

ouie *the offerings cf tue Old Dispensation crin
only bc called sacrifices because cf their cenuiection
îvitlî Clirist's -sacrifice. Thcy arc net sacrifices in
tlicmse]ves, but arc called sacrifices because they
piead and showv forth aîîd grasp and convey the
monits cf Uic Infinite Sacrifice offcrcd. by the Soi;
cf GOD.

In our ncxt, paperi've shali dwcll mere particu-
lanly on the wership, cf the Jcwish Church, and con-
sider wbat some, cf the principal rites and cerenio-
nies were intended te prefiguire.


