
Heradity end Environmont
Point in the lesson. le enforced. and illuâtrated
by a family experience, the tel ling of which.
brings us ail nearer to one another.

In maintaining discipline I find that it
doe iot help matters to becomne annoyed.
Professer John Adams savs that, if a teacher
ha@ a quick temper, it is a good pln te go
to echool with the mind prepared for mune-
thing disagreeabie. Not that we slîould go
readv to tlnd fault, but that we should be
êtrung up to a pitch of preparedness tîjat
enable8 one to ineet an>' einergency.,

To develop and preserve a chies spirit, we
have a cla@ nanie, and a cdame motto, "Shed
a littie sunshîine, ere the mua @hall set each
day.' IVe have liad a claes phiotograph
taken, and we ineet mociali>'in the different
homes. In smmer we have occasional
Saturday outings.

Lacti>, we have entered i nto a covenant
te pray for one another-they for me, and I
for thein, each one especially, and by name;
and with tîirteen prayers golng up dail>' to
Cod f rom one clama, we are sure to have Hie
blessing.

He bias been ver>' gracious to our clam.
Seven of the twelve have professed Christ,
and are 00W in full communion with the
church, one of themi being a primsry
teacher.
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HEREDITY AND ENVIRONMENT

If I plant a healthy hyacinth bulb in a
rmch, warm soul, and give it plentv of sun-
light, air and water, I xnay reaeonably ex-
pect that io due time it will put forth ita
bail, and develop, te mnaturit>' ite beautiful
and fragrant flower. Change any one oif
these conditions and the resuit will be al-
tered. Plait tle bulb in avessiezhansted
of ita air, or in a rooni devoid of sunlight,
and the beautiful flower wiil be awaited iii
vain. Or, let the oei be ever so ricb, the
air ever so pure, the sunlight ever so briglit
and warm, and if, instead of a healthy bulb,
1 plant a feeble, scraiwny specimen, or if, in-
âtead of a hyacintb, I plant a daffodil: in
e ny ofl these case the outeome wili diifer
accordingly.

Obviousl>' these varions factors, that to-

gether determine the resilt, and each of
whlch plays an essentieal part ini that deter-
mination, may be arranged ii two classes,
tlîOae that beiong to the nature of the plant
itBelf, and those timat beiong to it,4 sur-
rouîmdinge. The former mav ho called the
intrinsic and thc latter the extrjnsic factors.

In the life of ever>' human being the inftlu-
ences that help te deterniine the outcoine
are many and v'aried ; and soine of tîmese
aiso are intrinsie, wlme others are extriii-
sic. Ever>' clid in born of a certain stock,
and comes into the world with a certain
native temperament. whicb, we say, is his
b>' virtue of beredit>'. On the other hand,
ever>' child, flonI the inoment oif bie birth
lives and moves in an envirooment whichi,
in coulitless subtie ways, exerte uts influence
upoîl the development of bis powers and the
unfolding of his hie.

lie influence of heredity iase potentthiat
soine have been dispoaed te regard it as
vhrtualiy fixing the character of the child
onces for al], su far as tlîe determination uf
the sort of main lie is te ho, is concerncd.
O)tîers go te tbe opposite extreme, and
inaintain that if theenviroonment W.ere »jade
what it ought te be, and exerted ils pressure
conastently front tîme onteet, Practicaly
every defect could bie remedied, ani every
evil tendency rooted out Oif humant character.

Boti, statemente are exsggerated. Each of
these factors is potent, but neither la omi-i
potent. The two girls, M. and J., describsd
in an earlier article, the one descended fromi
a Une of rough, strong, self-willed, and
somewhat boorish ancestOrs, the other from
delicate, high-fitrung, sensitive 'stock, could
neyer be made exactl>' alike b>' any con.
ceivable environnment, acting in any con-
ceivable way upon themn. And yet, no
doubt, the influence exerted upon themn in
the scimool did much te reduce the relative
predominance of their most salient quali-
tien, and to bring about a better no-ordina-
tion between theseeand the other qualities of
their personalit>'; su that the net result was
a more ev-enly-balanced disposition, witb a
larger meaure thani would Otlîerwiae bave
been Possible, of tbat control which la so Ms.
sential te the highest. character.

lnto the mysteries Of heredlitY we shall


