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NOTES 0F THE COUNCIL.
Tînt last nionti lias brou-lit us a large number

of reports cf annual mecetings cf Local Couneils
and wo cannot hope te find space for the record of
thein ail. Vancouver, Halifax, East Kootenay,
Regina, Caigairy, West Aigoma, Brandon, finiil-
toit, Toronto and M1ontreal, aIl give us clieerix,-
accounts of tic interest mtanifcsted. Tite îîet
resuIL cf thit meetings is te produce a feeling of
great encoulragemeunt.

Mnny cf the objects attcmpted have doubtless
flot yet been effected, but thora lias been a steady
ad vanco aIl nhong the lise. Many suhjects of real
mnoment t,. the country bave been taken into
serions considoration and vcry inateriaîly advan-
ced by tlit action of varicus Ooulicilq.

TuuRk. is a disposition in soîne quai-tors te be
disacouraged if saime needed reforni is not brcuglit
about as soon as it is tackîled. B3ut such rapid
resuits arc not te ho expcctcd nor indecd dcsircd.
]3eneicial changes in iaws and custonms are far
more likaîly to bo effectuai and permtanent if they
ara made after public thtoughit and opinion lias
been ailowed time to ha educated and te refer and
become convinced concerîiîîg tîtair desirability.
Frequotît discussions, thierefore. at our Execuitives
and public mneetinigs, distribution cf literatura and
public criticism in rte newspapers al]i do good,
aithiougb tbcy may seaito te 0iîaînpcringat tha tiîne.

TnE inclusion cf wvonen on Boards of Sebool
Trustees, lias bec» co of the subjects imuch in
pre-eminence of late in our Council work. Vic-
toria rajoices in baving obtained tbe election cf
lier second woman sclhool trustea iii tbe person cf
Mrs. Jetikins, wlio is correspondent for tuec Ceun-
cil with tItis Journal.

Vancouver is actively pursuing a campaign te
geL its charter amended se titat woînen înay siton
the Bioard. Londion kst lier wvcman sebooi trustee
by one vote, and Halifax lias net yet beeni able to
attain te lier desires.

Uet us rajoice over vhiat bias beau accoinplished
and axpect still more îîext year.

IN regard te nianuai instruction, espcciaily as
regards the tcacbin- of cooking and .9cwing, muchi
lias been donc. To hegin wvitli, regulations coum-
ccmning manuai training in public schools have
been adcpted by the Ontario Goverament at tue
instance cf tho Minister of Education, the Hon. G.
W. RosQ, always a -ocd friand of tim National
Council.

Thon notice the letter fronti tNrs. Hocdhess,
written un our requeet, 'vbicli we pubhisi, and aiso
tho description cf tic wcrk- gain- on at the Ottawa
Sebool cf Datncstic Science, in the direction cf
traininxg fully qualified teacliers under Miss GaI.
lethy frein Scothand, wlîoso certificates and testi-
moniais are of tic higliest order. This lady bits
liad inucli experiemîce in tcaching in scîtools in
Scotland, and kncws exactly 'bat iii possible and
what is rec1uired.

Local Councils wlbc desire to have a teaclier
ready for such work in tlioir eovn meigliborhiood,
culd not (Io botter titan send a student te Ottawa
for training. Mrs. Edwards of flie Young WVc.
nien's Christian Association, wvill ha delbgbted te
;"illc all information both concerning the school
and aise regardiîîg lcdging and boarding arrange.
monts for siîch students.

Asystematic -rade of instruction in sewiîîg is
aiso bcing adopted in the Hamnilton sebools. WVe
uîîdersttnd tuit Hlalifax is te get its much wislied
for Sebool cf Cookecry, but wve cannet at present
g-ive details of Uic arrangements.

Tîîn Indian Famine Fund bias rccoived the
symipathetie attention of several of our Councils,
but in iîîost cases the contributions have been
given in througli the General Fn -À wlîich bas
rcceived sucli ncbie.lîearted lbclp throughout
Canada. Tite Winnipeg Local Council bas howv-
eer contributed $500 iii addition ta thc generjus
-.5,000 eontribution frorn t city of WVinnipeg.

BUT the item of Council nomvs wbich over-
shadows ail otbers i-3 tha adoption cf a national
sebeme fur commnorating the Qneen's Diaînond
Jubilce, wlîich on heing reconimended te the
country bias beau received with a wonderfful amount
cf favorable unanimnity. It lias beau submitted te
ta Local Councils, somne cf whîom have already

reported enthusiasticahy in its favor, but ail of
'vhcm promise their support. It was iaunched
officially at a meting heid at Ottawva on Febýuatry
1Otb, wlien a resolution was unanimnously passed
on tlic motion cf tho Premier that a fund ho
opened for the cstablishîment cf a IlVictorian
Order cf Homo Heipers." Tite nmain fentures cf
the proposed order arc explainod in a latter whiclî
appears in anvèthier part of Lime Journal.

* * X

\vFuR early this ycar it becaîno manifest te, the
officers cf the Naticnal Couticil of Woinen that
the woinon of this country werc net going to be
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bohind baud iii the desiro to conimeluorate in a
iiiiiiiior worthy of our Queen, titis truc year of
Jubilco for the B3ritisha Empire. It is difficuit to
realize ail tuit the Victoriinîî cra baa, ineant ta the
empirc-iîdccd to the wvorld -but assuredly no
section of fier Majesty's subjocts haive more cause
ta sing tho praises of tItis giorious opocli titan the
inembers of fier iM:jesty's own sex.

Tinc now possibilities and opportunities which
bave opetied out boforo womien'a lives during the
Quoen's roign are.infinite, and for many of thein
wve are indebted to the dlirect influenco of our
Soveroign horsoif, who in lier own porsan aiso lias
been able to prove to the world tbat a woman
can ,.ursue higbier studios and have an intimate
knowledge and grasp of the affairs of stato wvbilst
at the bamo tiaxe being a modail of ail womanly,
wifoly and motlierly virtues and charin. And so,
it is with boart and voice thatiber daugliters ail
over lier vast doînains rise up to-day te hait her
as blessed, and seek to do soniething in lier hionor
whicbi will iake their descendants realizo 1mow lb
was that Queen Victoria was not oniy revered as
Quecui and Enîprass- but beioved as a mother.

AND it %vas doubtess wvith a feeling of gratifi-
cation that the National Council found itsoif
appeàied te for guidance by women f rom ail parts
of the country as to wbat form this national effort
sliouid take.

'%Va bnd t.wo main objects te keep in v'iew. WVe
had ta consider (1) what forin of commemoration
would most gratify Her M7ýajestv personaliy and
act as the fittest expression of bier Canadian
daugliters' loving and grateful loyalty. ()H~
we could most widely and most vividly found a
meniorial of the Queen's ioviîîg care and interest
in tbo welfare of bier subjects but especially of the
poor and suffering, wvbicli wouid appeal te the
bicarts of ail the dwveiIers in the Domninion.

WzV believe that both of theso objects are mat
by our schieme, and it timereforo Dnly romains for us
ta go about the collection of the fund. If it is te
do honor ta the Qucen and forns a ?r.sting meniorial
of lier, every one cf -ler Canadian subjeet-s sbould
contribute, aven tliougb hbc only a %ery amnal
suas, and this shouid be the aimi steadily kept in
view before ail our collectors :-a universal col-
lection lu bionor cf tiba Queca te carry ont a pur-
pose whicli will both pl.a.se lier and bring comfort
and consolation ta tbousands cf sufferers in tItis
our own country!

TimBRE have been saine changes cf officers made
at these annual meetings. To the regret of ail,
Mrs. Drummnund bas obeyed the three year mile cf
office cf the lâlontreal Council, and bias retired
front an office whicbi she filled witb snch exceptional
ability and earnestness. Site wua electedl first past
president, and it is gocd te knowv that naither the
Local lier National Council will ho deprived of lier
services. Mrs. Cox was c!ected as lier suc-
ce0ski 0r.

Lady Reid liaving retired froni tho Presidcncy
cf the Vancouver Council on account of absonce
and want uf lîeaitb, lier rasignation and that of
bier daugliter, Miss Geraidino 1(eid, ivere regret.
fully accepted. àfrs. Beeclier, cur kind and able


