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Liky wion1e Lk TRADE-AN IX.
i \. PMUDING OHANGH, ,

That the lumber trsde of the Lake Michigan
districl 32 peseing toward an impottant chango
oo be plalnly seen. The tenderoy to transit-
fon is especially * ible in this city, where a
large pordion df weet Michigab, ipper'Peninsula
sud Green Bsy lumber finds & market, The
pest two ysars of general depression and closo
:ﬁwpm‘ to sell oa s wesk aarket has

y wi‘e@ m'the'-ﬂpmﬁt matgin between
mill and retail yard, when the lumber has to
be haidled! in a wholesale or jobbing way.
This has caused manufacturers hero, who have
m ‘sefr' lumbet'as’ wholeealo dealers,

o 'that Iumber af the mill, or by
the cargo, lias more profit in it than whea run
through thoe yardsin the line of assorted stock,
Some of the Menominee manufacturers aro
seoking to place their business on w more
profitable: bazis by roliuquishing their yard
tridde in this oity, piling at the mills and ship-
piagdirect to retail yards or consumers. Otliors
contemplite throying up the grading and finer
wani on.of fumber entirely, and bubstitu-
ting® therefor the selling in cargo lots, or in any
way the call may come to them,

It ia the geheral impression among the whole-
snle dealers of this city that the carrying on of
yaxrds hete is 80 costly that a handling bill ¢an-
nok b6 #adé in the sale of lumbet, to say
nofyivg bt faid pro6its.  Bub this camnot . be
the real reason of the merchanta’ dissatisfaction,
for with the exception of difficulty of obtaining
» safe line of insurance, and a late increased

[ ffmpitance, it dostgno MardtoTun & yatd]

rtgfol ftmin .

now@ig five years ago. Indeed it may

be -that a yard: cAn be conducted more
sconomically now than it was before dock rates
woakéied.. s they have doue during the past
two years, if it were uot for insurance,

The fact is that the cause of so much dissat-
isfaction with the yard trade is tho fierce com-
petition between the various manufacturing
districts,  which has . grown worso under tha
influenoe of depressed demand, low prices,
and the new tranaportation facilitics that have
been furnished, By, reason of the last named
svolution, new fields of production have been
wade accesaible, and new avenuca to market
bava been opened up. It has come to this, tkat
a buycr in Kénsas, Nebraska or Yows, can have
» choice of any market along the river from
8t, Louis to St. Paul, of any mill stock in
Wisconsin or the upper.peninsula, or he caun
even go around _the lake in Jower Michigan, if
he likes, and thus steal a march on the Chicago
wholeeale dealer—all becauss the railroads and
the aeller will part the Chicago profit in the
middle and divide it between them. Thus the
manufacturers ape bionght to the couclusion
that there is no object, In trying to distributo
their product.through ‘yards when it can be
sold at a fair profit at the mill,-without so much
risk and «Wéity as.the yard business mvolves.
Besides, an important factor in the new depar-.
ture is iocreasing demand in the east for pro-
duct—a requirement that has recently takon
& longer resch westward, and grasped larger
handfuls than formerly. In order to get what
they want, eastern buyers are offering a little
more for lumber than it would bring in this or
other western marketa, 'This tends to a stiffen.
ing of cargo values compared to prives in the
yards, The mill owners along the lake shores
have also acquired sufficient capital to hold
their lumber for cll they can get for it. In
othet wonds, the conditions that prevailed a
few-yoars ago have been reversed. Whereas
oncs the dealers or factors in lumbor held the
purse atrings and permittod the mill men to go
on with their sawing by loaning them mwoney,

~ now the manufacturers aro the capitalists of the
. heavisr calibre of the two, This change in
circuisstances enables the mill owners to more
nearly hold the halance of power than formerly,
 and igsist on prices that are not favorable to
the wholcsale handlers,

~  Dusides, the tendency of tho retay dealor
. and the tontractor is to go to the mill for their
Jumber. Retail handlers are also becoming
capitalists, for they have relativelynade more
money within the past two or three years than
the wholesale marchants, for the reason that
i» they haye Leen able to buy at almost their own
.+ figures, Tho handiers of large stocks in &

rotail way aro more than ever jnclined to buy of
first hands, and thus sccure the profit that
the wholesale dealer is supposed to make by
assorting,

WWhat, thon, will bo tho rosult of the change
in tho lake white pino trade that seoms inovit.
ableY Will the wholcsalo trade of this city,
South Chicago, Michigan City, Milwaukee and
Racine bo wiped out? Probably not; but it
will, within a fow years, fall below its present
proporticns. While tho whife pfno that is
acceasiblo to lako ports lasts, there will bo
stocks hold in this ity and at other points for
salo by wholesals, Tho busincas of aasorting
will be maintained, if for no other reason than
that rotail handlers are constantly running out
of sorts that have to bo supplied at short
nofice, But tho jobber will also moze and more
cultivato tho rotail trade at home as well as
throughont the country, Thetime will come
whon the holders of stock here wil! losa their
distinctive character of * wholesalers,” and
will sl in round lots at wholesale prices only
a8 an incident of their business, as do largo
oountry -etail dealers of merchandise some-
times. But this market will aiways remain a
large repository of assorted stocks, which can
be drawn upon as occasion requircs, by the
trade at large.—Northweatern Zumberman,

WARPING OF TIMBER.

W. S. Stevenson writes as follows to the
Tumber Trades Journal :—There is a great
amount of popular error associated with the
wood of the south as compared with the v od
of the north side of the tree, it being helu that
the centre or pith is nearer to tho north, and
that the annular Jayers 0. wood are thicker on
tho south, aud that thoy posscss various deg.ces
of density, shrinkage, &c. This isput fcrward
as a rule, whereas it is only a rarc excoption,
and, wherever 1t is pronounced, it i 1nvariably
traceablo to local and other influences. In
farest-grown trees, the heads of which are small
aod uniform in height, the growth of tho tree
i upwards, and the branches and foliage form
umbragoous heads fairly equal all around. In
the soctions of such trees the woody fibres sro
found fairly and evenly disposed, the pith, or
medulla, in the centre, and the wood on the
north and south sides identical in every way.
It follows from this, that, as forost grown trees
furnish the bulk of the woods of commerce,
the question of north or south side wood has
no practical appreciable bearing npon the trade.
In trees grown in the open, as in tho centrs of
our fields, the stems will be short, the lateral
branches large, and the heads, as a whole, well
.ounded. ‘Tho reason of this js that the light
which is the life of tho trees, is all around them.
The sides towards the sun, say the south, may
posaibly be the most verdant, but as the sun is
at a great altitude during the few months of
the year it has influenco upon vegetation, but
oo marked action upon the disposition of woody
layors on the south or north sides of timber
trees, Tho above close and open-grown trees
for the rule of vegetation, and we must look to
the excoptions foy any detaila touching the
questions advanced by  Zero.” Take a wood
or plantation occupying agiven area of ground,
the treas surrounded by others will be of
straight and uniform growth, whercas those
on the- outside fringe or skit will be distorted.
Such trecs, from being partially shaded from
the liglt, will grow all upon one side, the side
to the light. Here they will put out large
lateral branches, and form thick layers of wood
upon the stems, and develop great roota to cor-
respond with the branches above. Such trees
in scctions will show annular layers of woody |
matter, those towaxds the Gpen side thick, soft ]
and porous, and those towards. the shaded ride
thin, hard and horny: It matters, say, in
England, little whether the light or opén
ground is on the east, weat, north or south, for,
wherever it is, there weo shall find the thick and

thin Iayers of woody matter, irrospective of

polar position. To thiz rule of one-sided

growth there is the exception of trees deposit-
ing their woody fibres in spiral form; the
position of the pith, or medulla, in such trees
You might in a section, say
throo feet from the ground, expect to find it
inclining to tho shaded side, whereas it might

would be erratic.

be-found directly opposite, 1t is true yeu may

sides woft, ;ght and shrinkable, and the north

find exceptions in foremt growth, for where troes
are grown on A hillside, ono swopping above
another, the foliage witl all be produced on the
side of the treos towards the light, and the pith
or medulls, bo found, where spiral growth does
not intorvene, inclining to thu sides where the
vegotation is weakest It would matter but
littlo whether such hills roreLowards the cast,
eat, north, or south, tho vegotation would all
incline to tho light. In tho far north of Eu
ropo tho ra-o is soflewhat different, there the
north and south have distinet influence, the
troes being stunted, and only putting out
branchcy towands tho eouth  Li nmus noted
such tres in his travels in Lapland, but was
unfamiliar with them in the centro of Sweden,
Ho remarked that the wod on the north sides
of thg fir trees {Pinvy Sylvestris) was o hard,
toughi, and close grown that the Laplanders
made their bows of it, and had recourse to it
for purposcs wliere hardwood was required.
It is fair to auppose that ** Zere,” in his oxper-
ionco of wood, wiil nover come acro 8 trees so
influcneed in their growth Ly tho south and the
north; but if he does he will find tho south

sides hard, heavy and subject to littls change
Py the extraction of the woisture. * Zeros”
question is put under the crroncous supposition
that all trees aro influcnce in their growth to.
ards the vouth and north ; T therefore find it
impossible to fram a clear or fitting suswer.

LARGE Ok SMALL RNGINEG-THE
SAYE BIDE,

The natural and commendable desive to be
on tho ** safo side ” in making acalculation may
Iz,dand often is, carried to an extremo, which
ldadr intn a greater ecror than that which it is
G, -0 avoid, A man is going to putinan
engine; he has ofton heard and read of the
whstefulness of too small a motor ; and 8o, to

, on the safe side he orders an engine which
iy correctly proportioned for about four times
the load which it witl be run under, reasoning
that a oig horse can drag a little load but a
little horee cannot drag a big load. Thereis
this difference between a horss and an engine ;
that while the big horse micht not cost any
mnre to buy or to keep, both the selling price
and the cost of running an engine increases
with its size, owing not otly to the increased
friction of the larger engine, but to the fact
that in order to keop it from exerting its great
power it must be run with low ateam, a high
grade of expansion, and at a very low speed.
The owner finds in consequence that he bas
paid & mimber of hundred dollars more thaa he
needed for a machine which is less economical
than the smaller and cheaper would have been,
in order to be on the **safe side.®

Itis quite us possible, though not 8o frequent
in occurrence, that the boiler power may be too
great as it is too little, and as for the boiler
material the government authorities are obliged,
in’ the interests of safely, to restrict the fire
sheett:$o a given thickness.

Many superintendents and managers will, to
be on the “safe sido,” fit their boiler room Gp
with all manner of patent trape'and get it where
it will almost run itself, or 8o that anybody can'
run it, and then to be on the *‘safe side ” of the
ledger they put any “‘thicg ” in to run it. Any
“thing” depends upon the safety automatioc
machinery to look out for everything—he does
not even look after the machinery iteelf, and
when it slipa up at some critical moment with
more or less damage, who is to blame? Any
¢ thing,"” the automatic safety appliance, or the
man who substituted it for braine, to be on the
“safe side,"—Saw Mill Gazclle,

BIG WEREK'S BUSINESS.

It is almost impoasible to interview T. W,
Hastings, tho stirring, pushing, enterprising
head worker in the business of Mosher & Fisker,
of West Bay City, Mich., without getting some
intercsting and reliable facts for the ear of the
reading public,

¢ 3Tow is business, Mr. Hastings 2" said the
pencil pusher,

“ Business is oxcellent, if we may judge
thercof by our own transactions,' retorted Mr.
Haslings, * During the weck back the tran-
sactions of Mosher & Xisher have been ona

havo boeen as follows: 350,000 feet of Jumber
s0ld to Ohio parties ; 4,500,000 L0 eastern par-
tics ; 1,100,000 to western parties. They bave
also purchased during the woek 16,000,000 feet
of logs from Thomas H. McGraw & Co,} 25,-
000,000 feat of logs from Sibley & Bearinger ;
theso latter wero intended for Esst Saginaw
mills, but will be brought to Bay City for
convorsion into lumber; they also purchased
during the week 5,000,000 feot of Jumber, ¢ ~d
invested & swn appropriating $50,000 {n pine
lands.” :

‘*How much do your sales amount to since
the closo of navigation," querivd the seeker
after nows.

‘*At tho closo of navigation the firm had
lunber on hand aggregating 21,000 000 feet.

** Thoy have sold up to date 20,000 000 feet,
**The purchases during the same timo amount
to 5,000 000 feot.

** Leaving lumber on L:and at this date 6,000,-
000 feet.

‘*Since January let, the log trausactions of”
the firm are as follows: Purchased of Smith
Bros., Cheboygan, 8,000,000 feet; of T, H,
McGraw, 16,000,000 f«ct ; of Sibley & Bearin.
ger, 25,000,000 feet ; they have cut on their own
land 10,000,000 feet ; and havirg 000,000 lef+
over in the Tittabawassee, it gives them a ~.uck
for the next season of 55,000 000 feet,

¢ Themills of M:Lean. Son & Cr., Malone
& Co, Laderach WUros., Miller dros., and'®
Green & Stevens will do the manufacturing for
the firm during the season of 188(."— Lumber-
nian's Gazette, . ,

—

BEARINGS FOR MAIN BSAW MILL
SHAFTING.
In rejly to *“W.S. F.” the Timber Trades
Journal says that bearings for aaw mill shafting
are in the latest and beat practice made cousid-
erably longer than they used to be, with a very
satisfactory result both as regards wear and
tear and steadiness in running, If you are
remodelling your mill we should recommend
you £> put in bearings about foyr times ay long
a8 the diameter of your shaft, and by all means
have them arranged to pivot so that shey can
atjust themselves to any deviafion in the shaft.
This isan important matter, but one very often
lost sight of, consequently thore is a considersble
daily loss through increased friction and wee
and tesr on the bearings, anid more poweris
consumed in driving, It is satonishing how
these important mnatters are neglected even in’
these days when people should know better,
As an illustration we may say we recently
went into a box factory where the power was
conveyed by a twisted belt running at 10 ft.
centres, and the saw benches were about the
same dustance off, and almost immediately
beneath the main shaft. We need hardly say
that, with this arrangement, theloss was large,
probably nearly £100 a year from loss of steam,
loas of specd on benches through alip on belts,
incréased woar on belts and bearings, less out-
put frem benches and worse work. When we
pointed it out the reply was, * Yes, perhapsso;
but it has done fur us for some years, and
I don't think we shall alter now.” Wehad
therefore nothing further to aay. '
MATOHES. :
Many people now living can remember the
time when there were no matshes, and people
wero obliged to depend upon tinder boxes and
similar contrivances when they wished to strike
alight, Itis possible that the time is not far
distant when the matches now %0 uni
vsed will again go out of use. At least & paten
is said to havs been granted in Ruseis for a
lacifer match that can be used an indefinite
number of times, the wood being impregnated
with a special chemical solution. Ma‘ch making
is ono of the Canadian indwstries that has
attained a high state of development, and
matches have usually been much cheaper in
Canada than in the United States, partly be-
csuse the American Government impowed an
excise duty on matches, and every box sold had
to have a Government stamp.—-Montreal Star,
Tt tug Nat Stickney has heen chartered
by the Cheboygan Lumber Company to tow
logs from Spanish river, Ont,, to Cheboygan,,
Mich., fcs vhe season to come.
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