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CAUSE OF DECAY OF WOOD.

Profcasor P. H. Dudloy, well known to rail-
way and scicntific men ‘n connection with his
discoveries mado by aid of the dynagraph tar
of his own invention, hag been for some time
inveatigating the causo of the rapid decay of
wood. His methods of investigation havo been
mostly microscopic and chemical.  Somo timo
ago ho discovered tho fungi that caused the
premature decay of most of tho woods used in
railroad structures,and followed their operations
on the sccular structure of the wood. By use
of the photomicrograph views, hoe kept a graphic
record of the appearance of decaying wood
tissuo, After patient scarch Mr. Dudloy has
discovered tho spore that ncts as the seed of
fungus, and ho expects soon to find a means of
destroying this seod before it produces growth,
Some of the wood-preserving processes in use
do not destroy the fungus sporcs, and thoy go
on germinating their ruin-making fruit. Any
suse means of arresting the prematurc decay of
wood will prove exceedingly valuable to rail
road companies, since bridges and ties often fail
with half their natural age, and in failing often
bring about disastrous consequences.

ALBERTA DISTRICT,

The following is an cxtract received by a resi-
dent of Peterborough from Calgary, N.W.T. :—

“It is a teautiful country round Calzary in
the Bow River Valley. It {s very hilly with
swift and odd mountainstreams ; thero is beau-
tlful natural geades on which thoy roise very
fine cattle ranchea ; the beef beats any meat 1
over tasted, The cattle are left out on the hills
ull winter becauss the snow never lies decp on
the ground, aud is often swept clear away or
melted by tbe warm Chinook wind from the
Pacific, but they cannot raiss wheat here on ac-
count of July frosts,

“Czlgary is a lively,pretty and neat littlo town
which will some dsy becomo a considerable city.
Thare is plenty of good tiniber on the mocntains
which is floated down the Bow River.

“As I sit in tho tent I onjoy a magnificeot
view of the Racky Mountains, It is worthgoing
a long way to seo their immenso blue masees
capped with dazzling snow. Our work will lie
principally among the foot hills of thesa grand
old Rockies, to Fort Micheal and back to Cal-
gary and s, northesst to Edmonton,

Yours, &c.,
C. N, 1.»

CONTRADICTORY REPGCGRTS.

THE news received by telegraph from Egypt,
if it cannot always be relied upon, bas at least
the valuo of variety. First we aroteld that Gen,
Gordon bas been killed, and, folluwing this,
reports corue of his dologs at Khattoum, Then,
to give variety to tho newe, we are informed
that the Mshdi bas expired, and soon after wo
are informed of renowod activity among the
rebels, and of active mcasurea by the (supposcd
to be) doad False Prophet. Buteven that isnot
cnough, and one despatch informs us that the
Mahdi attempted to lead his followers across
tbe Nilo and that 8,000 waero drowned, while at
the same time the information s given that his
followers are lesving him because bs wall do
nothing. On the same day auvother despatch
says that daily attacks ars mado upon Khar-

toum! People may cowplaia a trifle of the
unreliability of tho despatches, but they cannot
grumblo for lack of varioty, unless they claim
that these contradictory reports are becoming
monotonousr,

Horses Drowned by 'rhleveu.

Winpsor, Dec. 9.—On Saturdey night two
horses wero stolen from the stables of Dantol
Marantette and Daniel Field, on tho Grand
Maraia road, {n Sandwich West. The horses
wero finally traced to the river near the ico-
houee, Sandwich, It is suppotod tbat the
thisves had & boat bore and intended to take
the horses across the tiver, A tremendons gale
was bliwing on Saturday, aod the river was
unusually rough.
did not succced in gotting the animals across
owing to this fact, for ycsterday both snimals
wero found drowned and washed up on the beach
noar the breakwater at the Sandwich fish
hatchery, about a mile below the village. Both
tho horses’ heada were ticd togsthor with haltows
which belonged to the s'ables from which the
animals wero taken. They also had bridles on
which belonged to tho stables. The animale
wero velued at $300.

Lynch Law,

Manysvicte, Mo, Dec. 9.—Chas, Stevens,
o desporado kronn as “Omaha Coarley,” who
killed Hubert Kramer on the 3rd inst., was this
morning taken from the gaol by a mob of sixty
masked men, who went to the gaol attwo o'clock
this morning, called up the shenff and demanded
that he deliver Stovens to them, The sheriff ro-
fused, and told the crowd he would fight to the
last in defence of his prisoner. Tho mob then
rushed for the door, and notwithstanding that
the sheriff repeatedly Bred into the crowd they
forced an entrance, overpowered theshernff,aeiz-
ed the murderer, snd marched him under cover
of p acore of cocked revolvers to a railroad
bridge, balf a mile away, and haoged him. One
ot tho mob was dangerously wounded by the
sheriff,

Dipbtheria in New York.

New Yorg, Dec, 9.—Diphthorin, o scourge
which never leaves this city, has taken a fresh
start,and is raging fiercely. The habitual death
rate of 50 per cent. of reported caios has been
exceeded, and ia at present GO per cent,and over,
Last week’s deaths from diphtheria pumbered
43 to 75 reparted cases.

Broke Through the Ice.

ALMONTR, Dce, 11.—To-day, while ono of our
most prominent young men, Chatles Shearn, jr.,
was attempting to cross the river on the ico he
broke through, and beforo assistsnco reached
him became chilled and went down. The body
was recovered in a few wmoments, but lifo waa
oxtinct,

# Hello I” wo heard ono man say to anothor
the other day. I didn't Krew you at firs., why!
you look tep years younger than when I saw
you last,” “1I fecl ten years younger,” was the
reply *You know 1 used to be uunder tho
weather all tho imo and gave up expecting to

bo any botter. Theo dcctor snld I had consump-
tlon. I was torribly weak, had m’im swels,
coughs, no appotite ard 108¢ flesh. s Dr
Pierco's Gol on Medical Discovery advortised.
and thought 1t woulddo no barm if 1t did RO
good, 1thas cured me. I1am a new man be-
cause I am & well one.”

It is evident that tho parties | \
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TANNED BELTING

Acknowledged by all to be the

Best Belt ever offered

IN CANADA

EVERY BELT GUARANTEED

The Best Mills in the Goutttry use it,

UALITY is what | am at, the result being
the Generous Support of all Manufacturers.

PFor Discounts and Terms, Address

JNO. C. McLAREN,
202 & 204 ST, JAMES MONTREAL.

REET WEST,
Lace Leather, American Rubber and Cotton Belting, etc., ulways on hand

HUGH GIBSON,

KNIGHT’S PATENT *EXCELLSIOR”

SAW MILL DOGS

The Sav.yers Favorite

For Holding Logs upon a Saw Mill Carriage
while being Sawn into Lumber.

0AK

These Mflldogs I guaranteo to give satisfaction in every case.
They will hold a frozen log as well as a soft one, for cutting
Scantling, Square Timber, &c. Theso Cants cannot be excelled,
I sell them all on their own merits, givo ten or fifteen days trial,
and then, if not satisfactory, return them to my order, as I have
no agents on the road this year, I will scll them at a reduced
price. Secund for Circular and prico list.

Manufactured by HUGH GIBSON, CHATHAM. =EXOELSIOR OG

HOPE -: DEAYF.

Our Improved Artificia Ear Dinms cure Deafnces in all m o8, nceom
men of Eutope and America. Writo for tustrative deseriptive dook and A incndod P’ d““::,
ministers, and prominent men and women who have been cured, and who Zake pleatura in ncowmun:
They_are unseon while in ugo, comtortable to wear, and make a pormsancnt curc. Address, J.

NICHOLSON, 7 Mwrray 8 New York.
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