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man would peruse this wonderful story of a sclf-mmade man,
and taking courage, press forward, ) ]

Aliss Gray has written a pretty little waif atory (11), its more
immediate object being apparently to advocate the cause of
tho Mome for Little Boys, a socicty which has our warmest
commendation,

‘fhe author of ¢ The Wide, Wide World,” has by that one
ok endeared herself to the hearts of the present generation,
aud even a slight falling off in style would bo willmgly passed
bv. But sofar iromn retrograding, in hernew book (12) Susan
Waruer has surpassed herself.  Diana, the heroine, is a
wonderful creation, speaking, moving, living, with huwan
faults and everyday failings, but with a soul ftired with love
to God and man ; thorough in her own love, and believing no
wong untl the truth forces itself upon her, her heart’s
duty almost succumbing to its tenderness, but gradually
orercomsing, to find a grand reward. The minister of
the story is a true man, loving, modest, and tender, but
stern and uncompromising when duty calls, while the soldier,
thuugh not so atbractive to one’s inner feclings, is no less a
seecess from the author's point of view. The whole book is
a picture, vivid and lifelike in its details, truthful in its
colonring, and bold inits execution, and we can unhesitatingly
owe it our heartiest commendation.

une of the Patriarchs of Nonconformity was the late Dr
Brock ; many a time have we listened almost epell-bound to
bisinimitable discourses, now as rugged as the rock, now as
tender as the silvery stream. Mr. Birrell, his old friend and
colleague, has performed his biographical task (13) remark-
ably well, and the volume should be in every library, fitted
asit is to kindle the courage of trae faith in hearts warring
with the difficulties of early life.

The two magazines, edited for years past by tho Rev. W.
M. Whittemore, are too well known to need commendation
fromus, **Sunshine ™ (14) well christened, must carry many
ajoyous gleam into the hearts of its y outhful readers, instilling
lessons of gentleness and truth, while “Golden Hours” (15),
for those of older growth, surely belies not its title, with its
cheerful, homely stories, its gems of poetry, ard its effective
illustrations.  Dr. \Whittemore may well be proud of these
his children.

Mr. Green writes enthusiastically, but not extravagantly,
an% we can heartily recommend his pamphlet (16) to our
readers.

Mr. Wakeham has hit upon a first rate idca in his * Mental
Scenes” (17). e gives us a hundred capitally told Biblical
stories, about a page cach in length, giving the broad features,
without indicating too closely the actual subject. Ilis object
is to present a kind of enigma, to be propounded to the
young ones by their parcats and teachers, the answer to he
wiitten and then compared with the key. The whole thing
isadmirably done ; terse, grapbic, and suggesting innumerable
fields for thought, we heartily congratulate the author on his
unpretentious, but useful little volume.

lissionary stories have always a fascination for the young,
aad the little volume before us (18) is a very good specimen
ofits class. The narration ranges from our own times back
tothose of St. Augustine, an? 13 given in_an interesting aud
wstracteve style, and the book is very fairly illustrated.
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MOXUMENT is to be orected in Glasgow to the memory
of Dr. Norman Macleod. Over £500 has alieady been
tbseribed towards the cost.

Acircular has been issucd by the Eastern Question Asso-
ciation, which has the Duke of Westmivster for its president
and the Earl of Shaftesbury for its vice-president, declaring
that 2 war policy 13 one wiuch the Loglish people will not
support,

While most of us have been enjoying home comforts and
thelter during the many storms of the past year, the men of
the Natiopal Lifeboat Institution have been bravely cm-
toyed.  Over cight hundred lives have been saved, and
thirty-five vessels” have been rescued from destruction by
means of the boats of the socicty.

It seems that ¢ difficulties ” have arisen in the re-establish-
ment of the Romish hierarcby in Scotland, and Cardivai
Monning is authorised Ly the Yope to  treat with the

Dritish Government,” with a view to effuct such a “‘com-.
promize ” as it may be expedient to make for the removal of
the said ditficulties,

The visit to England of Mr. I, M, Stanley, the African
explurer, is looked furward to with much interest. Wiale his
“intrepidity ” (which is unquestioned) has been the subject
of much comment, buth favourable and the reverse, his
services have been of undeniable value.  Ilis wurk is that of
a pivaeer, aud cunnnerce, cividisative, and religion will folluw
in the wake,

The death of the King of Jtaly has evohed the concurrent
regret, and the almust nval testimenials of prawe for us
patrivtism aud houest worth, of all shades of the British and
the continental press.  Of course he died, as he hived, a
Catholic of the Ronush Church, aud 1t 18 sand that the Pope,
if he had been able, would have gong and have given his
personal blessing to the king's departing suul; but, fur all
that, the tolerance of Victur Emmanuel to other churches has
done much to serve the canze of our common Christianity,
and, while lus faults will be furgotten, lus memory will be
fragrant, and his name will be prominent in future history.

Maharajah Dhuleep Singh of India, a convert to Christianity,
and now residing in England, has presented 5,000 dollars to
the American Presbyterian Mission in Egypt. Through the
wstrumentality of that muesion, the lady who is now his wife
was educated.

Whatsoever may be the skill of Cardinal Manning in
steeriny through the dufficulties of the hierarchical seus, the
sturdy resistance of mauny “stannch and true” men ot the
various P’rotestant Assocrations of Scotland may be counted
upon. At a meeting recently held in Edinburgh, 16 was
rcslol\'cd to put the law in force agamnst those assuming legal
titles,

Takiti is threatened with famine.  Wratngon November 7,
a correspondent says : —** Bread is at the rate of 24, 30, per
41b. loat. There isonly abous three weeks’ supply of meat on
the 1sland, and no prospeet of a further supply for at lenst
two-and-a-half months.” ~lleadds, * Weare, morcover, jusg
recovering from an epidemic which has prostrated nearly
everybody, although we have happly had but few cases of
death.”

Great distress 1 revails in Sheffield, in coasequence of the
depresston of trade. The mayor has headed a tund with tho
donation of £100 for the reliet of the sutferers, and announced
that he would be responsibe for £500. In a large number of
cases alinust everythiog has gene to the pawnbrokers, and
whole faimlies are i a state of helpless want.  Death from
privation has taken place in at least one mstance.

At a public meeting held ab Shetlicld it was resolved to
mvite tue British Assveiation to hold 1ts annual conference in
tbat town next year.

The public have responded to the numerous informal appeals
for the rehef of the suffering m South Wales, aud muasures
have buen tuken by the anthonities and local committees for
the caretal distnibution of the funds contnbuted.

A fund bas been started for the providing of toys for pauper
and sick children.  The Queenand the 'rincess Beatrice have
cach contributed to the tund, and the matter 18 recaving
gratifying support. The Lancet warns donors agamst the supply
of toys poisuned by paiut.

1t has been stated by Mr. John Macgregor, of the Rob Roy
canoe, that the members of the different shoehlack brigades
bave earned about £150,000 by blacking shoesin the streets of
London.

The Rev. Arthur Mursell has resigned his pastorate of the
Baptist Church, Stockwell, and has undertaken the charge of
Caunon-street Chapel, Birmingham, for a period of six months
endiog July next.

The second week in January was observed universally asa
weck of united prayer.  The principal mectings in the metro-
polis were held in Langham Hall, Great Portland.street, in
the Centenary Hall, Bishopsgate-street, and in the Conference
Lall, Mildmay-park. Addresses were given by well-known
ministers of all sections of the evangelical church, and by a
few prominent laymen. Jhe meetings generally were well
attended.

The forcign-speaking population of London is estimated at
100,000 persons. A conference, preceded by a tea, has been
held at the Fricnds’ Temperance Hotel, in Bishopsgate-street,
London, 9r. the varicd means cmployed to reach these, After



