OUR HOME

COMPANION

Children’s Department.

No one so well as ourselves, who have read the
many letters from the children with which we have
this month been favored, can understand the plea-
surd they experience on account of our introduction
of this department once more in the CoMpaxioN
AND TeACHER.  As for ourselves, we are more
than pleased with the manner in which our young
frienda have taken hold of the work given them to
do. Theresults are favorable, as all will admit,
when we say that we have received no less than
43 lists, containing in the ageregato 53,774 words,
or an average of over 1,250 words from each con-
tributor. The largest list contained 3,775 words,
and the smallest 184.  In justice to many of the
contributors, we should say that the Codraxiox
Axp TEACHER was in their hands only a few days
before they were required to send in their lists, so
that they were necessarily incomplete. Altogether,
we are pleased that such was the case, as ourlabors
in cxamining the lists have been quite as arduous
as we could wish,  Some, however, have given us
unnecessary trouble by sending in their hsts un-
numbered.  Others have sent lists that are very
carefully prepared and written, and reflect much
credit pot ounly upon themselves, but on their
teachers. Some have not heeded our advice to
send lists in an unsealed envelope, marked ¢ For the
Press,” and, as a result, they have bad to pay
three tuncs as much for postage as they required to
have done. Remember that when the above di-
rections are adhered to. the necessary postage is
only one cent per 3oz, instead of three cents. Some
of the lists are written upon no less than six sheets
of foolscap paper, and the amount of labor required
to produce them can only be imagined by those
who did not actually perform the work. We do
not wonder, therefore, that some say ‘I never was
so tired in my life,” T have used ap all my pa-
per,” “ 1 thought it wounld be casy, but found iz
hard work,” &c.  Others say *“Qur teacher gave
us the words,” ‘1 am very glad you bave com-
meuced the Children’s  Departiment  again.”
¢ Nothing will attract a child’s attention quicker
than a puzzle. A puzle is a thing which will make
a dunce study, and if yow want (o make good men and
women out of children, give them things that eill
make them work, and a priae, tao, if they suceeed.”
These words should be engraved in letters of gold
on the wa Is of every home, and should guide par-
cnts in their treatiment of their chaldren, who may
be made to work hard, and willingly, too, and ac-
quire far more knowledge and real beneftt than if
everything were driven mto them, as in many
cases. Another coniributor says 1 hope you will
not laugh at my a/ul writing: I will bet it is the
worst you kave ever seen.” Now, we want our
young friends to nnderstand at once that we donot
mtend to hurt their feehngs when we print any-
thing we receive from them that 1s not commend-
ableor correct.  When we reproduce anything of
this kind, it is because we wish to show the wrniter
and others how it looks in prin, so that they m-

ard against making the same mistakes agam.

‘here is nothing very wrong in the abeve, as the
writer is a mere child and can be excused for the
incorrectness in spelling, and though our youn
friends should not adopt the manner of specch uscﬁ
only by gamblers and low-bred poople, we know
that in this case no harm was intended.  We trusy

that when we have occasion to copy other and
haps greater mistakes, our young contributors w§
pot feel cross and say ‘‘He's real mean, and]
never write to him again.” ‘That we should &
gret, cspecially as such an action would debar ¢
writer from deriving any future benefit from ¢
Department. ’

In last namber we announced that we should:
quire our friends to write us a letter this mon{
and we hope hundreds will do so.  We have o
to say, however, that we expect all to do asw
as they can.  If any letter showa that the wnig
did not use every endeavor to make it o good o
we will not read it or place it in competitig§
Write on any subject you choose this time—no
long letier, but a short one.  Say what you hif
to say, and then stop. Make your statemcfl
complete and do not run them into each otk
Let eachidea stand in a sentence by itself, in
simplest form. You will soon enough learn to fe
compuund sentences.  Begin each sentence witij
capital letter, but do not fall mto tho absurd ha
of commcncing\ cvery line m the same way. Ple
observe these directions carefully, and we will
have many bad letters to look over. A few of
best letters wo will publish in our next numiy
and we will also publish the worst one, without ¢
name of the writer.

We are sorry that only three will be able to
cure prizes, as many more already deserve it.
member that though we shall be glad to re
letters from those who have not sent us lists
words, only those will be allowed to compete
the prizes offered. e will, however, give
('oMraNION AND TEACHER free for one year, v
out premium, to the boy or girl who has not§
written to us, who wall this month send us the §@
letter. This will give all a chance to secure or:
the four prizes now offered. o

In conclusion, we must remind all to fondl
contributions before the 15th, as we go to pres: (il
the 20th.  Competitors must state age, and if J
of school age, they must be in actual attendancg
the time of writing at some school or college.
your teacher is good natured, as he shonld be, sby
hitn your letter Lefore sending it to us, and if &
says it wiil do, send 1t along.

\We promise something mure attractive after Mg
Years m the way of puzeles, &c., and af the inte:
is contimued in this department, will someted
print new Dialugues, Readings, &e., suitaldc I
school entertainments, &e. :

We hope to sec you again before New Years, b
meantimo we wish you all 4 Merry Christmas.

——————
A Big Prize.

A copy of Webster's Newe Unabridged DictionZ}
should be placed in overy schoel hbrary. it
school has o library, the dictionary is » compias
one in itself. 1t is bound in leather, and cont 3@
1,540 pages. 3,000 illustrations, and over 114,48
words,  The publisher’s price for it is $12, but |
will send it to any bey or girl who sends us on'§
for the CoMpaxioy ANXD TEACRER to the value
240. Every subscribee wall receive a preminm, i
the one who gets up the club will get a dictu 3
which he may keep himself, or present to the sche
and thus memoriadize himself, =~ A club can >8R
bic raised in any School Section in Canada.
will snd us the first club ?




