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bath is profancd by bees, dancings, hunting, fi-h-
ing, gambling and such practices ns canuot benr
the light of Protestant truth.

I had almost forgotten to mention, that T find
many Irish Preabytensans in this place attend the
Residuary Church,  “I'lus arises sotety fiom therr
ignorance of the causes of the Distupiion, and ol
the relation of the Irish Assembly to the Free
Church. Cau nothing be dune to enlighten them
on these points? Many who would shudder ag
the idex of patronage, Erastianism, &ec.,iguo-
rantly support a party who countenance those er- '
rors, and are taught to believe that they are ina
Church identical with that of their fathers, 1.,
will probably send you some statistics of this !
place at a future time.

. M.
N ® ®
LETTER FROM AN OLD FRIEND.

To the Editor of the Record. -
Grasaow, (Scotland) April 18, 1831,
Dear 8ix,—

Y our leading article on Missions, in some
of the most recent numbers of the Record, espe-
cially in the last one, must have given much »a- .
tisfaction 10 every one who is cuncerned for the |
progrese of the gospel in Canada, and the supply |
of ordinances to our destitute settlements.

It is good when the aceredited organ of the |
Church speaks in so decided and earnest a tone, !
and urges the various sections of the Chuich to !
the prosecution of the canse, with a zeal worthy |
of its surpassing magnitude. We sincerely hope 4
that the eathusiasm which fires the writer of the
above articles, will be caught by tiie Church in
genenal. It is certainly & melancholy considera-
tion that one half of our adherents should be as
you assert, destitute of a stated munistry, and how
many of these enjoy the privilege of a preached ¢
goopel but very rarely: the result is, that nany |
of them sink dowa into apathy and irreligion.

In the poorer settiements the people are still
more destitute of the means of grace, both vn ac-
count of their poverty and their being for the most
part settled in remote districts ; but as it is de-
clared by the Saviour as a privilege of the poor
to have the gospel preached to thein, places where
the people can contribute but litile, if they do
it willngly and according to their ability,
should be favored with as full a supply as in the
districts which are wealthier and contribute more
liberally to the Mission cause.

This excess of destitution above the means of
supply, is 0 be estimated, as is justly observed in
the Record, not .inly by the number of professed
Presbyterians, but also by the number of that
class of the population to whatever connection
they beloag, or even if belonging to no connec.
tion, who are willing to receive our ministrations,
We find some zealous denowminations not only
supplying their own adherents with the word of
life, but extending their prinsiples and obtaining
a fooring in localities where perhaps previously
not an individual professing their creed has hean
found, and converting inlo xzecalous adherents
many who formerly were distinguished by no re-
ligious crecd ; and why should wce not aim at
similar ‘conquests of the truth, and make efforts,
not only 10 preserve Christianity among those
instracted in its principles, but to impregnate with
those princigles and doctrines mases sunk in
practical heathenism. For such an interesting

e t, perhaps no part of Canada presents
20 guitable a field as the Niagara District, to
which the attentica of the Church is earnestly
called, in the December Recerd, by a brother la-
bourer in that rter, the Rev. Mr Porierfield.
He represeats the field of labour formerly occu-
pied by the ministersbelonging 10 what was called
the Niagara Presbytery, as a promising one for the
cultivation of the church, and the people belong-
iog 10 them, as looking to our body for supply,
and s ready 1o receive, in a kindly spirit, any |

1

visits that, by our ministers, may be made to;

¢ will, 10 ail probatnlity, be lost,
¢ ing hope of wid from our body, whl direet therr

them,  We are consulerably acquamted sath thy
Distiict and wily seveial wb the contiegatons
we have dabou.ed a hitde for the eatension of oyr
Cliureh 1 thut quater, amt we wege always of
opiion that we oughit 1o anm at ebtamng as
ol oottt 1 at as possbie. We Ciosbpatry
wgree, therelow, with what onr tespr etend boottg
sy upon e osubgeet, and simceiay hope thae
the sugs tosw which e makes as to Vs g and
coliecte 2 nommation regarding sucht destiut

congrey 1o as hie adverts to, wiil ot be disre.
garded.  Now it would seem there s a very fa-
vourable erisis for eatending our Clarch i that
quarter, but f exertton, through that temiseness
to which, ns a Church, we are 1o prone, be de-
layed, the fuvourable opportuniy now presented,
The *people los-

view to other Chuiche, and the present opening
will be closed upon us,

With the view of mee iug, m somes meacugg,
this destunion—tlus demand for mi-<tonary la-
bour—3wdenty, prosecutng therr studies wath a
view 10 the munstry, have been anployed  the
wark,  The demaods made on this class, hpw-
eves, must now, as the Kecord says, be greatly
reduced. We hope, at least, that that partial re-
ltef from this burden, which the Siwudents have
peutioned for, will be granted, und that the time
may soon come when they may be permtied to
devote themselves exclusively to ther studies,

We feel contident that the employment ot S
dents might, without much loss w the desttute
settlements, be nbandoned, were other sources of
supnly within reach, wmore fully called into opera-
ton,—were the Jaw of our church requinng
preachers to acta® nusionaries for a year, which,
youjustly say, has been a mere* nublity” vigorously
acted upon ; it would catl into the Mission Field
a very cousiderable and efiecuve agency. “I'he
last Synod recammended to Presbywries 1o aghere
furthfully to this law “auth those heeused here or
coming from other quarters; we hope they have
dune so (for from our distance from the scene of
action we know not,} but if not, we hope the Sy-
nod will sce the necesmty of converting the re-
commendation into an capress imunclion. In-
deed, the law sull eainning, no Presbytery ean
acl contrary 10 1t in any case, without the express
permission of the Synod. So long as the plan
of Catechiss is peraevered in, we would humbly
suggest, that, at least, this modification of 1t g
be permitted 5 that thoze emipluyed should be made
to substitute for the lust year of their studies, the
first after their completion, or license; there
would :husbe secured, though a year lates, all the
benefits of ther labour, without the evil of its
being yiel®d prematurely.

Something also might be done, as the Record
justly remarks, by settled ministers for the relief
of existing destitution. Were the brethren in
pastoral charge devotng to missionary labour but
one Sabbath, and one or two week days every
three months, a great deal of good, in this way,
might be effected.  Might not some rezular plan
for affurding sach supply be, at least, recommended
by the Synad.

Another vource of labour is that which might
be afforded by Missionaries sent from the Free
and Irish Churches. \We cannot but concur in
the opinion expreseed hy the Record, that + exer-
tions to ohtain such labourers have been prema-
turely rclaxed.”” We have, indeed, sometunes
regretted 10 hear this mode of supply spoken of,
as if no tflort should be made 1o obtain 1, \WWe
sincerely hope that such an unhappy state of feel-
ing is any thing but p..evalent, and that means will
be used by the Church 1o obtain, at least for some
years yet, all the effective aid we can from both
the Churches mentioned. By that time, possibly,
the Church in Canada inay be able, in a great
measure, to do for itself; but unlese, for a fow
yeurs yet, a considerable supply of labourers be
received from the parent land, many of the im-
portant openings for the csiablishment of our
Church, which now exists, will be closed upcn us,
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amd vt eause receve a cleck which may be felt
tor gewerations,  Aud hece 1 woutd advert to a
sgtestion Which, some tuane ngro, wan sunde in
vur heanny, that it woud be weit for the Synod
tegequent the Prestyireran Chureh of lLicland to
Ml over one oF (wo tiunters as delegates from
e Chureh, tor the purpose of openg the eyen
of their adbcrents i Canndo, to the mmpate
connection subsasting Lewween the Free Church
of Scatinnd and the Probyienan Church of Jres
il Many bewongimg o the latter, wno emi-
2uate, do not seem to be aware of this connecs
uo, and the jgnmance which prevmin ou abeir
vatt, lends not & few, we are persunded, to Unite
with the establishtnent and other chrches, which
did they know better how matters stood, would
tegard themeehves aggealled, by vegard fur their
putent Chureh, 1o connect thetmselves with ue—
nay, as alrendy connected with us,

1t 13 long. we think, siuce the Synod made ap-
phieanon to the Churehies at home for a supply of
Misstonanies. We would humbly subnut, whe-
ther it would not e better 10 do &0 at the ap-
proaching  meetingz—aot only on aceount of ine
creasmg desttution, but on nccount also of the
probabic dininubion, to n considerable (we hope
10 & greaty estent of the Inbour of Students.

But wot oy are men tequired, but funds to
support them 5 and we doubt oot bup the « rg-
gestions” which appear i the January number, of
followed up fthfully by Presbytenies, would be
«flectual in secunng a large amount of funds —
It woulll, we think, be a great matter 10 get the
funds to be coliceted i the Miseion Stations, and
sent quatterly ; winle 10 secure regular collections
i the pastoral charges, it might be well for the
Preshytery, at the meeung which immediately
fuilows the Sabbath appomnted for making such &
collection, to enquire wh the Lrethren have
made, and who huve not de such colleciion,
and to appoint that such as may have neglected
it, thould attend to it before next meeting of
Presbytery ; there would then bhe a fecutity that
each congregation would collect during the course
of the year.,

Were the Synod, moreover, pasing a regula-
tion that the Record every year, pethaps in ihe
May number, should contain’ a tabular view, like
what we find in the Reccrd of the Free Chuich
of Scotland, of all the collections made by settled
Congregations and Mirsion Stations during the
courre of the year, for the Mision and other
Funds—ehewing what Congregations and Sia-
tious have, and what have not contnbuted ; such
a statement, we doubt not, would have a grest
cffect in promoting regulatity in the making of
such coliections, We know it indeed, 10 be true,
asthe Necord correctly staies, that there are
wealthy Congregations which make no contribu-
ton to the Mission Fund, and Presbyteries some-
tmes make no effort 1o lead them to contribute.

The queries put 10 Presbyteries in the lagt
nuuber of the Reeord, and the remarks suggested
by each, are very judicious and seatanable, and
we hope they will have a happy effect in regard
to the tuture action of the Church. In ®ery
seotinent  expreseed  under these queries, we
heartily concur 5 and if such excellent views were
faihfuily carried out. the Church of Canads, we
doubt not, through the blessing of God, would
abundantly prosper, and extend with a npidity
as yet uncxampled. We hope that some over-
tuce embodying the substunce of these views and
suggestions, thtown out in the lamt, and 1wo of
the pi ing numbcrs, will be prepared for the
Synod, with the view of gening Presbyteties put
upon a uniform and systematic course of action,
for the promotion of the Miwion cause. Theio
remarks, especially, cannot be too highly com-
mended, which are made in the same number,
regarding the necessity of an ecclesiasticn] survey
of the Mission field within the bowads of the
Presbytery, the ccilecting of accurate statistics
respecting it, and niaking so thorough an investj-
gation, that no destitute corner may be overlooked.
Bat nought, we are persuaded, would tend e



