—— -

Notices of Heent Publications.
Egnstasa: Doetrinal and Practieal.
Jate Reve Wi A Ler Butler, MO AL
and nd sortes 18570 Philade I'blli.l' 1'utry

& MeMillan,  Toranto: J, ¢ Geikie,

The natne of Butler is not u strange one in
the republic of letters. With two at least,
who hore ity we have been long fumiliar:
Bamuel amd Joreph, Very different in their
structure of mind s casteof character, in the
remains they have left, and the reputations
they have gained, are the poetie wit, and the
philosophie divine,

Samuel Butler, brought up in the hosom of
a Paritan Chureh, a needy pensioner on Luri
tan bounty, but afterwards waspishly stinging
the hosoin that nestled und poutirhed him;
and, with the return of Charles to the Throne,
his father hnd deft for the ecatfold, huzzing amid
the glure of the court, and eccking to have
shed on him the rays of royal fuvour, ouly to
sink io disappointment and disgust into the
shade, and to fill o pauper’s grave. Sl his
*Hudibras™ died not with him,  Though
stafued with blusphemous and obacene allu-
sions, and inuch coarse ribaldry. it is so full of
rollicking wit, broad humour and scathing
surcasiy, fs to entitlo its author to be regarded
a8 the father of modern English cownic writers,

Joseph Butler! what & contrast in every
respeet to Sminuel, and “ the unalogy”—what
8 contradt to * Hudibras,"—a master spirit, le,
tho chicf Butler, clevated by universalconsent,
to the dignity of a I'rince and a great man in
Tarael A master picce that, which is sti)} gath-
entug fresh tributcs and gainimg fresh triumphs
which has demolished some of the main strong-
holdsof the enemics of Revelation, und shivered
into fragments some of their favorite weapons:
which has set a thinking myriad minds, and
sown seeds of thought from which muck golden
grain has Leen gathered; and which, unan-
swered because unanswerable, will ever stand
& monument of sanctificd genius, and a bul
wark of our most Holy Faith,

Unlike cither of his predecessursis the Butler
before us, though there mect in him some of
the qualities of both. There is a beautiful
blending of the Poet, the I'hilosuphier, and the
Theologian,

e was born and brought up a Papist, his
mother toward whom he cherished a warm
regard, being a zealousdevotee of Rome, Early
roused to anxicly about his soul, he sought
relief, wulurdening aud unbosoming himself
before & Confessor.  Secking rest at the Con-
fesional, he found nome. As a Jutiful Son,
he came to the Holy Father asking bread but
got only a stone.

Thirsting for God even the loving God, he
came to have that burning thirst slacked, but
the poison of asps was offered him in licu of
the water of life. His heart achinyg, his moral
feelings rudily shosked he shruuk back from
the spot he had regarded with superstitious
revercnce, and secured only at the lloot of the
cross that satisfaction which was devised him
at the hole of the Confemsional Box. Then,
suddenly, there fell from his eyes asit had been
scales. And now amid the cheering light of
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God's reconciled countenanee and the full bluze

of ieapel day, hie atood forth o faithiul cham.
pion of the simple truth a<it isin Jous, and
the ssvorn fee of that ay=tum which loves the
duthness rather than the light, boeanse jts
doctrines and decd me wnitedly ol The
righto ousness of Christ,—tlte cardinnl truth ro
caverly grasped by Martin Lutherashe emerged
from the gloom of his monastic eel), wavscized
hig Archer Butler witlf a tenncity which, never
for & moement releazed  * Wa preach Chyist
crucificd’ was his motto, To him to Jive was
Chriat, and he died at the premature age of
#4. with = Christ, my righteonsncss” on his
quisering lips  During his biicf carcer, he
hield the “exhansting plurality of rofescor nnd
ator. Nig singularly, active and peaetiat-
ing mind too soon wore through the slim senhe.
bard which contained it.  Risalling Huzh
Binning, who became Professor in Glazgow,
at twentyetwo, the chair of Mol Philoso.
shy in the University of Dublin was estab-
ished espeeially for Butler when he was only
twenty-hires.  Crowds of enthusiastic students
flocked to his feet and hung on his lips en-
traueed by the bewitehing power of his clo.
So thrilling was the effeet produecd,
that oncof them testifies that at timea Jiterally
their breath was takan away.  le was con-
stantly reading, writing, and lectaring, while
he ceased not to teach and to preach Jdesue,
In his devotion to Plato he never foruot the
humble disciple of Christ.  The University—
the Church at large, and a bt of public
chavities, received the henefit of his winisturial
serviees, which tho scattered population of his
rustic parish lying alonyg the {vlvnk Atlantie
Coast, were Vigilantly eared for,  To them the
bread of life, and the nieat that perisheth were
hoth dispensed by him.  From many a heart
did he keep m\‘:n?' gaunt famine during that
disinal winter which others were monurning
as in the days of old: *Is not the meat cut
off before our eyes—* The seed is rotten under
their clods—tha garners are Jiid desolate—the
barns are broken down”—Joel i, 16, In that
terrible crisis Butler proved a father to the
puvor, aud the cause which be kuew not he
searhed out.

“His whole faculties were devoted to the
ministry he had undertaken, At one time
hie wae found applying his musical ~kill to the
training of a village choir, at nnothier, he was
found casting aside his loftiest speculations in
mental science, and his eradite rescarches into
Grecinn and Gernian Philosophy, to obey the
call of suficring and of sorrow.” 1t iz not to
be wandered at therefore that the, common
people heard him gladly, and that his person
as well as his preaching, wasregarded Ly them
with fondest affcetion, When the eve saw
him, then it Blessed him; and wheu the oar
heard bim, it bore witness to him, becanse he
delivered the poor that cried, and the father-
less and bim that bad no helper.  The Lless.
ing of them that were ready to perish, came
upon him, and he caused the widow’s heart to
siny for joy.

This is the man of God whose sermons are on
our table, and should been noticed by us long
ago.  Happilv, tiiey have been so usiversally
adinired,and obtained such a general circulation
as 1o need no testimony of their favor from
us, They have secured their place, and that,
no nean one, amongst onr sacred classien It
is no exaggeration to say that these volumes
contain imagery alnost as rich as Tuyior's
oratory: as vigerous often as Louth’s judg-
ment: as sound as Barrow’s, a style as attre
tive, but more copious; original and forcible
thaa Alterbury’s: piety ae elevated as Jlowe's:
and a fervour as intense at times as Bater's,

We would be far from saying that many of
thesc discourses, particularly in the first serics,
are model specimens of preaching for such a
ruzal parishias that which formed the principal
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seene of Butler's pastoral labors, The elaborate
diction—the gorgoous smagery—the intriente
and ocensionally iny oy od sentences—the subtle
trains of thovsht, and the elecant iflnsteation
and envquidite finish, they could not appre-
cinte.  Rut it st be remembered that ‘the
bulk of theae were prepared for specinl ocen.
sions, and addre-sed to special audiences, such
as the Univer<dty and various pubiic lnstin-
tions,  Mis rustie tlock he fed with food con-
veniant for them; rightly dividing the word
of truth, giving to cach n portion of meat in
due eeason, Then paper was disearded, nand
all the eluboration of the study, and out of the
abundanee of his heart, his mouth spake,

For loag, eetipons have been proverbially n
drug inthe literary market. It has beeome
common to speak of the Pulpit having lost ity
hower, snd the Platform and Preas taking
its place. The popularity of the sermmons of
Gathrie, and Spurgeen and Willian Archer
Butler, goea far to wipe out the stigma, and
to give the lie to the ealumuy.,

Cunst as Reveeser, iy Devreaten Heap or
Creattox: by the Rev. Heury Gordon of
Gananoque.  London: Janses Nisbet & Co
Toronto: J, (. Geikie. Kingston: J. Dufl,
Hamilton: D, McLellan, Montreal: & Doug-
all. Ottawa: J. Durie. Price G
It i3 known to many of our readers that after

an absence of about twenty years, from lhis

native Jand, Mr, Gordon latcly revisited Scot-
land.  While in Iritain be was invited to
preach in London, to the Congregation of

Maylabone, of which the Rev. Wi Chalmers

is pastor. The sermon preached by Mr. Gorden

on this accasion was that fo which the title is
given above. The text was the last clanze of

Col. i. 16— All things were created by him

and for him” The grandenr of the subject,

and the manner in which it was handled ar-

rested the attention of the Congregation, A

request was in consequence addvessed to Mr.

Gordon to consent to have the sertnoa published

and now a printed copy of it lirs before us.

‘That all things throughout the universe, and
especially in this world, were made for Christ
is the great doctrine of the sermon. The proofs
of this doctrine are first given; then the rea-
sons: and dastly the uses. The proofs ave
chicfly dvawn (romn express stateuents of sevip-
ture, such as the Sth Paadm, Heb, 20 85 MHeb,
1.2; 1 Cor, 15,275 and Eph, 8. 9-11. The
reasons alleged are the position of Christ jn
the stupendous plan of salvation, the natnre of
the work le was to accomplish, and the re-
ward due for its suecessful accomplishment.—
The practical nses of the doctrine urged are
the peeuliar solemnity of man's position in
creation, the utter impossibility of neutrality
towards Christ, the duty of covseeration which
the world owes to Chirist in its nssociated rela
tions, and the momentous alternative of safety
ot ruin to those who accept or reject Christ,

It will thus be scen that the sermon enbiras
ces a very wide and important field, It is only
justice to add that in the discussion of the
various topivs, Mr. Gordon exhibits such lofty
coneeptions aud sugsests such noble idens, that
we deem it impossible for any one to rise from
the prayerful perusal of the sermon, without
being more deeply impressed than before with
the grandeur of the great scheme of re-
demption, and fecling o more intense interest
in those glorious subjects into which ¢ven the
angels desive to Jook. Most heartily do we
wish to sece u copy of the sermon in the hands
of every one of our readers,

(Nolices continued on dack page.)



