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The nsual constitutional questions were then | labour is by no meauns uncommen. Wo have |

put to Mr. Blain, who having returncd appropri-
ato aud sausfaclury answers, was then set apart
to tho high oflico of the .\hni*lry. by .-plemn
praver by tho Maderater and the imposition of
the hands of the Preshytery.  Tho Rev Wm J
Mackenzie, of Balumore, then addressed the
young pastor, witli that appropriateficss of gul.)-
jeet, and correetness of diction so characteristic
of that gemlemun. Rev J M. Roger, of
Peterboro’, who for twenty years had farzhfully
broken to them tho bread of life, then addressrd
tho people, on their relative dutiea. It was a
happy arrangement to appoint Mr. Roger to ad-
dress the people, nono clse could have done 1t
so appropnately and so well

Know ngihem as !

THE ECCLESI!/

|

ho dd from Ins long intimate and faithfol inters

course with them, hie was able 1o apeak with a
puint and power which reached the consaience,
and affecied the heart, and minre than once dur.
ing hia address did wo observe * a tear unbidden
tremble” 1n eyes unused tn weep R‘cy J L
Smith, of Grafton, engaged in peayer, invoking
the blessing of Jehavah on the union thus consvmn-
mated, when, alter * praising God for hl.s g‘ond.
ness,” once more the congregation wWas d}spm\eml
with the apostolic benedietion.  On retirir 3 the

|

M.

people had an opportunity of congratulating -

their young minister, which they did, giving him
2 hearty welcome.

Mr. Blain's is a most saticfactory and cordial

sottlement, nor can wo douh, assnciated with
Mr. Roger as ho is, aided by his wiso and
faithful counsel, as ho will be, that his position
will bo a pleasant and profitable one.  Wo
humbly hopo and pray that the great King and
Head of tho Church will abundamiy sanction
and blees both pastors and people, that the uninn

hourd of places along the bne where very hu'e
distinetion, if anv, 18 made between the Sabbadh |
and 1ho other days i tho week. It has also ,
been stated on pood anthonty that thero 18 a
sgrenige desre, of not a positive desiga, to have
certain lines open for systemane traflic on the
Lord'a day. ‘The friends of the Sabliach would |
do well to have their eyes open and there armanr
on, in case by some conp o* etatf such a disastrous
measpre be conspmmated,

The reparts from districte hardering on the St
Lawrence Canal are very unfavouratle.  In con- |
sequenco of the progress our country 18 making,
the number of ves-cls 13 conctamtly on the m-
ereace. ‘I'he buale and cexertement nereace .
proponionarely  Tho final passage of the Recte
proeary bl will eause a still funher wmerease
Cormnwall and neighboshond sensibly feel the
blighting eflects, and will do &0 yet tnore 1if a
spenunvs ¢ffort be not made to effcet a stoppazo.
The pregent 18 a favorable wnetnre for making
such an effort. Wuth prudence, perseverance
and prayer, there is reason to hope the Sr. Law.
rence Canal may eveninally be placed on the
came faoting with the Welland. where, tor vears, |
the lncks have been closed, and no difficuby ex-
perienced. l

Sabhath visiting stull prevals.  Many of our |
damestic circles are s1ill sirangers to these hal-
1owed exercises, which foimed the glory of our
Zion in her purest dave,

Nor dores there seem -

* 10 he any pereeptible change 1n the marter of

so nuspiciously formed may be lasting and pro- '

ductivo of good to all concerned.—Com.
Norwoop, July 1Gth, 1854,
—— e

REPORT ON SABBATH OBSERVANCE

The subject of the Sabbath appropriately sue-

ceeds that of Revivale, to which ll.w attention of
this Court has already heen prominently called. -

There 18 & natural and necessary counexion
The Sabbath supplies a thermometer by which

t

tho religious temperature in individuals and -

communitics may bo tested

ot declino. The soul and the snciety by whijch

Just in proportion '
a8 1115 obaerved or neglected will religinn flourish i

the Sabbath is counted the holy of the Lord, !

honorable, cannot fail to prosper and to be in
health. Where thiz blesced institution is
trampled underfoot, the sympioms of a maral
consumption cannnt fail to appear It has been
alteady observed that in thase Preshyterial Re-
pottg on the State of Religien, in which its do-
cline is mentioned and movried aver, Sabhath
desocration is almost univers. \ly specified as at
once a symptom and source.  In thase instances,
on tho other hand, in which the litile cloud has
appeared and drops from heaven have fallen, the
time of refreshing has evinced its reality in a
growing love for ordinances, and a growing de-
site to ramember the Satbath day to keep it
holy.

Your Committeeregret that (so far as thoy have
been cnabled to learn) they are not justified in
reporting any matked improvement in the modo

i stricter oversight of members in the matier of |

in which the Sabbath is observed whroughout our *
country and church generally. Tho increased °

spirit of worldlincas consequent on the impetus
that has been imparted to every department of
business, and the present and progpective dovel-
opment of our Iatent resonrces, has excited in
this respect an injurious influcnce.  This influ.

enco has been aggravated by the exawnple of ° the azm of the law.

somoe in high official station, who have openly
refused to rest the Sabhath day according to the
commandment.  When the leaders of the peoplo
cause them to crr it is a melancholy omen. In
the construction of some of our railways, Sabbath

{
|
|

Sabbath ravelling, 1 which Chnsnan professurs
too often act a part, of which the men of the
world are only too ready to take the advantago.
TWhile unt tasing sight of these forms of Sabe |,
bate descceratinn, in regard to which moral sun-
sian and ccelesiastieal disciphine behove to he
employed, your Commmttee have had their atien-
1ion as formerly directed to those pubhc abuces
for which lemslative wnterference 19 requarad.
From Parhiament not having met, howover, sinco .
ony last Syandical ascembly, wo have not veen
able to do much.  And now that the Houses are
again sitting, 1t has been deemed inexpedient to
take anv definite action, 081t 18 generally under-
stood the presentsession walf be a very short ane, |
and that a general eleenon will sueceed the
dissnlution |
Y¢ v Commuteo have reason to believo that ,
the subject of the Sabbath has in one form or |
other found a place in the pulpit mimairations |
of the brethren of our church, dunng the vear. |
‘I'he peried for simultancous preachmg (15th of |
January last) authoerized by last Syned, was duly
advertised in the Record, and wo trust, was |
pretty generally observed.  Wo would take this
opportunity for recommending that the present ¢
Synod rencw this apporniment. They would -
alo recommend to Scessions to cxercise =n

the Satibath, ard to deal closely, though teuderly,

! with them, when guitty of it< violation,  Special

notice should be taken of rregular visinng,
journeying, and irregular atrendance on ordi-
nances.  Were affice-hearess to aive thewsclves
more to reproving, rebuking, and exhorting with 4
all lang suffering, the standard of Sabhath obser-
vance throughout our church nught be greatly ¢
olevated.

Wo would also recommend ta those remding
in the neighborhood of Railways or Canals, or
in lncalities whero =ome of the more gross and |
glaning caces of sabbath deseeranan accur, o
take speaal nouce of them throngh the mediom :
of the public journals, or otherwise, to sendsuch ,
information as they may «ce fii to your commt-
tee, and wherever it is pracueable, by appusing
tho public anthonties, tosecure the intervention of |

Your cammitteo would further recommend
that the synod agan memorinhze government
regarding the abolition of Sabbath laberin the
public depariments, whenever a favorable oppor-
tunity occars, and that Prosbytenies and Sessions *
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, higmdated.
. been enabled to make enciwraging progress

[ —

receive a sumlar inctroction In view of the
conung strugele to which the general « leetron
way he expected (a0 give tise, four Comnuiteo
would suzecst the prapriety of n moere thep ueh
vrganization amongst the frends of the Sahml
Weorkdly pohitie ane feel the importance of 1l
Whe ghould the ehildren of thiv world be wisor
in thew generation than the profes-ed children
of Lyt Ttag eanse of giatunde 1that as-octa-
uone havo been formed in different parts of the
ptovince.  Let there be a regulor undersiand-
mg among shem, that they may actin concert.
Wuh a general alhioneo binding into one tho
single and separate sacivties~with a comman
centrepoint, whenee a common influence may be
smn'tagrous’y communieated, the action 1aken
o tus groat guesti. 0wl he much more «ffiei-
oni, the agiation will be much more hikely to be

. crownced with suecess

Rogr. F Burys, Conzener
[ W—

FOURTII ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
BUXTON MISs10N, Lira JUNFE, 1854,

In presenting the Annnat Report of the Bux-
ton Mission {u the Synod, we have rea-en 1
acknowledgo with spec al thankfuloegs, our m-
debtedness to the authar of all good, fur the

. measure of saccess which has attended our Ja-
. boare during the past year.

‘There were many difficuMies arising f sm the
preuliar nature of the wark, and the Jimited

. meansat vur command forcarrying it on Thess
,have bern in a creat measuro overcome, the
. debt under which we labared has, by the liher-

abty of the peaple dunine the past year, heen
Rdieved from this barthen, we have

Wo have gond reason to hope, that with the

- blesaing of God, we will be enabled to accom-

phish much more donng the present year.

The obyect of this Mission has heen fully
presented in previoes reports It wonld nor be
necessary to adiert o it here ; were 3t not thot
I my visit to some of the Presbytenes last
summer, T finnd that it was imperfeerly under.
«tood, awd 1 many places confounded with an

~ Associauon that 8 of a secular nature, and wab

which the Svood has nothing tndo.  The ob.
jeet of the Mission 1s purely spinual ; upwards
of thirty thovsand culured persons are hiving
witlun tho bounds of ur church, most of themn
i the degraded state in which slavery has kept
them.  The Mission has heen estabhiched, to

] provide the adult populanion with the means of

grace and their children with a chnctian eduea-
uou.  ‘To a certain extent it has been doing
that work.  Oun the other hand the Elgin Asso-
ciation provides a home, sup. rintends the sacial
unprovenmients, and manages all the seculantes
uf the scttlement, but does not inerfere with the
sp ”1"41] unpmvrm"m.

The functions of the Elmn Association and
the Mission are separate and dictinet The one ia
srcolar, and managed by Dircctors over whom
thix chureh hag no control, the other s epititual,
and under the supersision of the Synod  Al-
thigh the Synod Las nothing to do with the
«oelal smpraveinent of the settiement, yet it wil)
he gratifying to those who have taken an interest
m tho secular deparunent there has been made
decided advancement dunng the past vear Tho
tands onigmnally purchased by the Associann
hase nearly all been tahen up and cenled op,
several thousand actes have also heen purchaced
w the neighbourhoud by coloured families wuh

. thesr wn means, who were arxions to get near

our school to educate their chuldren.
Thrre are at present abovt one hundred and

, fifty families 1n the seritlement, these exterd over

a traet of country six miles long and three wide.
The children arc now hecome so numerous, and
g much ecattered, that they cannot be con-
vemently collected into one school ; during seve-
ra) months in the year, the state of the zoads are



