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andiits devated Brsnops, who, 10 pist ages, tave shed a halo and o giory
upon Chostendom Aet Wie patt of the paiter, Who wds c:mml_ ugon v
sketeh Alexamler the-tireat. Awaander had a star vpen s fodhiead,
which He had recerved m the course of-tus Macedou-batues, and the
painter was -perplexed to-find i way by which to escape tlus-deformay
on the-purtrait ; _at last e it upon- the happy expedieat ol representing
the monarch satmg-an W3 char, his lead-teanog on-ins- taght aenn, and
the foresfinger covenng the zcur upon (s Drow, When 1 =hewh die La-
depradent communion, 1 would put my-tger upun the sear-by =wineh it
may-be deformed ; when-you shetch the “Church of Scotland, Jay die -
ger of chanty upon the seir by wheeh she has been defaced, when we
wketch-the Church of England, let us-put our finger-over-he scar-wluch
1 fear isgrowing 1 bicadth -and -deforumty- upon her, and °1 wouul say
the sutrie of t'e Church of Rome, enly-she 13 @ scar—there is no- sound-
ness in-her at al.”
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INCREASED-SUPPORT OF THE SCOSPEL MINIS TRY.

angons.

We haveat on=the very lnghest awhouty, that-dhe fabourer is worthy
of his reward, and that he-who 13 taught m the-word shwatd cotnumente
unto him that teacheth in.all good tungs.  In accordance with these de-

_clarations of Scapture, 12 19 stated n un article of the Bass of Umon,
“that “_this church assests the obingation -and_the privilege of_its.members,
inflacnced by regard to the-authonty of Christ, to support and extend, by -
volantary contnbution, the _ordmances of the Grapet”  Aud nt doesnot -
_require much ~consrderation-to discern wizdom m these principies. Not
_only-are they divinely-authonsed, but=they ure titted; when faithtuily tol-
lowed_out, to-secure-an unepeakuble amount of-good,  Where-a minster
-is genetously supporied-by hus people, 1t 13 -naturil to-eapect-that he wiil
love his people; that he will-feel a pleasure m labountng amony wem ;
and that, howsoever hieavy - lus engagements- iay be, the-tangile proof-
of their being appreciated, as well as: their own-unparalieled inportance,
will yield him_no sunall satisfaction,  And, 1t may be eapected on-the
othér hiand, that m such a-case, the -people will'be merested wethe la-

bours of their mmister,_that bothan lus-public and_pnivate duties they
~will mamfest-some  befittmg sympathy, and-that, -whetlier- he 15 visibly -
successfut or otherwise, thetr-emotions will generaly correspond with lus-
own.

"~ Aud as these results may be fairly anucipated, they are reabsed.m fact.
We are willing_to appeal to the test of companson.  And whetheran.
“Euablished or i~ Voluntary churchies are -pastors and -flocks most exem-
plary 1 the pastors, in preparing for-the-duties of the putpt,—in doing
_good from_house to- house,—in attending to the youny, and ~the dymyg,
_and the disconsolate,—aud in hélping the extension of the glonous Gos-
-pell and the_flucks, in observing the duties of-the sanctuary,—m_haling
_gratefully_minisicrial visitaton,—and 1w giving pecumary and -personal
“assist *the spread” of Chnstiamty-throughout tbe worldl™ Anda

cumfurt of their sprritual overseers.  And .what is- the conseguence to-
thest overseers ! ther hearts -are-dispinted, their- progress in-knowledge
is g at'y impeded, herr el zeal s often -repressed, their powers of
beae fiction are-unnee: ssanly enppled, and their family concerns are kept-
luw, white, perliaps, with.a view to dimmish their anxiety, and_to render
their condiuon less embarnassed, some of-them abandon-office altogether.
Ambs there -any good reason that itshould be so 2 We know of none.
11 is com non, indeed, forsome people 1o point to the circumstances of
the early preachers, and to ash if they had much of the world 1 -and whe-
e modern preachers have much reason_to complain when _their circum-
stanees are considerably-casier.  Now, if-this argument-is worth-any-
thiag, it implies-that there should-be_un appreximation, if not a similarity,
between the satus of the apostles and priminve churches, and- the statws
of pastors and-flochs of the presentday, — Aud do those who-say so, vo-
luntarily-aud wrhout necessity, subject themselves to the-worldly-straits-
in-which the-early followers of -Chrigt were-generally placed?  We trow
not, and besides, we have yet to'learn that without _necessity any ménis-
ter should be kept under disadvantages from which the members of their
-owa fluck can_extneate themselves.  And-is it-a-fact that our-merchants,
- uur agucasiturists, our tradesmen, or even our artizans Keep themselves in

ditlicalties, when they can fairly-and-hounourably render -it- otherwise 1
- Aud why, then, should those be uanecessarily involved in straits who are
labouriny i the noblest of all causes,—who have passed through an ex-
pensive education,—who are daily devoted to hard study (which they find
to be mdeed a wearisomeness to the flesh),—who are instrameants in-do--
ing the greatest good, insaving souls from death, and -in-hiding a-multi-
-tude of xins? i i
\We are sumewhat averse to these interrogations, -because they relate
- to an objecuon-which is put forward by-cowparatively few, and because
- of the evidence of growing liberaliy-in-connrction-with the cause of mis-
sions  “But it is possible for the liberal 1o be somewhat “misguided not
so muclt in regand to their objects, as in regard-to the proportions theyal
locate to them. -Itis possible to give-much for objects at a distance, and
-to_give little for objects that are near. Itis possible to-pour in generously
for_a-forergn cause, and 1o be over- economical:for one that-is at home,
It is possible-to Ge liberal to missionary-labour-among the- heathen, and
_ to reward:-Jabour -at one’s very-door,with a scarcity that is-little -better
than niggardliness. And this; we affirm-without hesitation _is not in ac-
cordance with sound reflection, is not required by the law of Clisist, is not.
agreeable to-the current proverb (which may be_overlooked--as-well=as
_perverted), « charity beging at liome.”
- 'The question, however, naturally arises, How is a better provision to
be secured ™ ‘T'he difflcultics, we think are not_considerable, if once the
behief were diffused more widely, whether by the -pulpit or the press, or
otherwise, that there is actually a need for immediate improvement, For.
the present, there is much good cffected "by meaus of the supplementing
fund , and-this iz deserving of continued support by those churches who
are hberal o the ordinances amony themselves, and are able to contribute
a.sistance to others  But to these-churches which -have been -hitherto
_stnted m their-energies, and-are quite wble to_ contribute more largely,

agsistance 1o
similar conclugion is unavordable when these volumtary (nuzches aze com-
pared with one another—the most exemplary 1 the. matter of supporting
ordinances being generally the most exemplary 1 moral worth. ~ Let us
-not, however, be musundesatood here: hberality and parsiimoniousness
_any of_our churches s not o be deternnned by mere nmnbers, bat by the
amount of available resources, wken m. connection with -numbers.  Une
_church wmight_be termed liberal wlich would rase for the support of ands-
_nances L1008 acyezr, wihile another church, the same_numerieally, nsght
be tenmed parsunonious, if itraised no more annuatly for the same objects,
“Now let-thos= churches be compared, which, i these zc aivedibe-
“rally or parsimonionsly, aud then let1tbe asked, wiich are the mozst ¢x-
emplary in personal motive, in public-retigion, w-relauve tidelny.an-serip-
tural intelligence, in missionary acdour, 1 atl that 1s true, and:ionestiand
just, and pure, and -lovely, and of good- report?  We leave the question
to unbinssed casdour, and we doubt notthat the Eberal churches-will gz
the preference:
T Iis wken for aranted in-these ohsesvations, that some of our churches
are wanting ia Gberality, and the evidence of-thizia abunidanly munifest 5
for how is it_that the granting of-moderitions is occazionally drferred ull
e vacant churches have mereased therr offer? How 13 2t that not long
ago a ** Frend to the neglected” transnitted 1o our treasury-hiz thousaud
pounds 1o induce a-more -generous standard of mviegzl How 13t that
_at a late mectag of Synod an overture was broupht-furward by alayman,
_having for.ils object e more hiberal- support of-the christtan_tmstry 1
Are not these enequivocal-mimatnons that, 1w some.quarters, there 1s an
-upnecessary hollimg back of the secularaid” that 13 due-to the-pastorate, .
_and that Chrizs wuaction’1s greatly ovetlovked— Freely -ye 'have re-
ceived, freely mve™l  The-evil, aweoallow, is notumversal; far fron.ity
“we honuour -the liberality-of-mauy- of our own churches—small-ones ax -
well as large, m rural parts as well as i cnies and wwag,at the extremes
of.the country as well as at us eentre,. who, according-to -their power, i
not beyond tharpower, provude most worthuly. {for the ordmances of grace -
among themeclves, -and do not a hude fur the general cxtension of our
_common Christanuy. Rut some of-onr_churches are far otherwie 5 not-
on account_of- paucity of members, they-amount to sevenal han
dreds 3-not on account of ‘poverty, hecause their coliccnve resources are
“sespectable. But still it is a well ascertamed-fact.-that with all_their en-
tepprize in-worldly-mn

we would say, < Might you not, through your oflice-bearers, be more per-
cmplory in seeing-that every member performs his duty, and that no
member {who is ablr (o give) reccive ministerial- labour for nothing?
Might you not, with propricty and safety, require a higher -price for your
~ 12, if Do in the case ol every-one of them, atleast in the case of those
-that ar. preferable?  Mught you not, at certain periods of -the year, ap-
poir special extraordinary colleciions, and announce these as supplemen-
tary cfforts; or might younot in som= way=or other -remove-congrega-
tonal debt, and _thereby strengthen the treasurer’s resources, which the
paymént of mterest meanwhile -enfeebles 1 Such are.a few_suggestions,
not snworky L calun consideration, if-not of -practical obedience also.
But what i3 of primary impostance, is -an -eatargement of - liberal spirit.
et shis be secured (and- seeared by agnation in various forms), and-dif-
fictltes will disappear, indefensible hoarding will be given-up, our treasu-
ries will-beeome what they really shoald be, our manses would exhibit
smling comforts, and the argament will appear_to be almost-unuecessary,
[ we have sown unto your spiruunt things, is it a great thing if we
shial! reap your carnat things "—Un. Lresh. Mug.

“IHE. NINE COMMANDMENTS.

« Nine commandments! What does that mean 7 Ialways thought
the commandments were fen®  ‘There usedto be that number.  “There
were ten -proclaimed by -the-voice of -God from "Mount Sinar;-and ten
were written by the fingrer of God on the tables- of stone ;-and; when the-
-tables were renewed, there were sull und the- Jews, the keepers of
the-Old Testament Scripturey, always--recognited ten ;-and -so did-the

primitive churcli, and so do all Protestanig in-their creed and catechisms,
Butthe Roman Catholics—{vou -kuow they can take libertics, for they
_are the true church, the intallible ; a person,-and-so _a . church, which
~cannot possibly make a-mistake; need not be very particalar about what

1t does)—these chrisuans, who have-their head: away off'at Rome, sub=

_tract one from the ten_commandments ; and so they-have but “nine com-
“mandments.  Theirs is not a Decalogue, but.a Nonalogue.

Itis just so.  When many years ago, I first heard” of it; I"-thought it-
was a_ slander of the Protestante, -1 said-+ Oli;it cannot-be that they

have dared 1o medidle with God's ten commandments, and leave out on-,

They canuot have been-guilty of -such. jmpicty.  Why, itjs justasaf

atters, with all -their generosity in matters of plea-
sure, they contribute a very inconsiderable- sum to the.muaintenance and -

some iinpious-Taraclite had- gone into holy of - holics, opencd -the ark of



