
'il NATURE AND GRAME

prtlic cauot enter into the k-igdoin of God.1 Ilice that believetli
and is baptizcd shial be savcd." Tha~t is to say, the spirit tbrough Utie
word begets faitlh in the licart, whichi brings forth by obedience. For
proof of whlîih see James i: 18. Il 0f his (God's) owvn will begat ho us
6y the word qf liulz. "-l1st Peter i. :23 -T itus iii. :5 ; Riomans x.
17. This is tije plan of God. Who can alter it ?

God cannot contradict iniscîf. le ivil not wvork against hiis own
"deterîninate counsel." li c wdl less no pl1an of j-cgec/ration bill las

owvn. Ycù the vcry fact thiat différent plans do exist aniongst the.
"lorthodlox," deinonstrates that those plans cannot all ho of God. Soine
arc borui of the spirit without tic water, and othcrs are bora of water
without the spirit! Soîne are regencratcd. before they bave faith, and
others arc rcgcncrated by faith without obedicace! Soaice are so
privilegcd thiat thcy are "1bonli agin" in unconsetous infancy by the
invocation of tic pricst and thie sprinikling of a fewy drops of water !
while otliers are so unfortunate as flot to, be regeneratcd until the hour
of their dcatbi ! lience soine arc born without a father and others
witiîout a inother ! Whiat a Jiabyloni ! Wbat a diseord I

I thauk God tlîat these bcwildcrcd and bcwildering religionists who
bave cou tributcd by their deliriuins to, render the pure and rational
systcrn of faitlî, bcqueatlicd to, the Nworld Ly our Saviour, repugnant to
reason, shiah, cre long, be silcnced for ever. The spirit of investigation
is abroad. T1he sun lias arisen, and is now tbrowing a flood of liglit
upon the world, whicli mîust dispel the fogs of superstition and the
ciouds of igrnorance, wvhich have darkcned the intellect of man forafges.
The teacliiings of science cannot bo discarded. The voice of nature
cannot ho liushcd. The reason of nman 'will not always bo abused, nor
bis credulity iaiposed upon. Science and religion mnust agree. Nature
and the word of God miust harmonize. That is, as they have both a
divine origin, they cannot clash. And. thougli the teacbing of the one
is inferior to, the other, yet t.hey cannot contradiet each other, for this
wouid ho God contradicting bimiself. Uence, nature in ail its beauty
-in ail its change-enipbatically declares that God is good. The
gospel, in language still more cmphatic, and by the niost glorious and
atupendeous exhibitions, declares the sanie delightful trutb. Nature
in ail bier wonderful and scientifie workings dcvelops the consummate
wisdom of ber author. Jesus Christ is "lthe wisdorn of God;" and the
gospel systeru is a prominent exponent of the divine intelligence. Soý
it is with the unity of bis plans. Unity of plan in nature, unity of
plan in grace. One wvay of working in both departments.

So it is with bis blessings. He blesses bis own plan in nature, andl
he blesses bis own plan in grace. Should I cast an acoru into the.
ground, and pray thiat God would cause it to, bring forth a maple trée,.
1 should, waste my breath. Shouid I pray that God would regenerate
a man by my s't.outing, praying, or sprinkling, 1 should Iikewise be dis-.
appointed. In the one case the failure would ho visible and tangible,
while in the other it would be invisible and intangible. Ronce because


