
te PLome anb ffotefn 3~atYi.

A Mother Deserted by her own
OJiildren.

.Ail day long tlic patient oxen bcad drawn
the wagon over al sandy plain, withi the buru-

iogsunbeainduîn uon he T heinen
buo, liad toiledl on in the hcat wvîîhout hav-
ixg hlîtl 2t tdropt of watcr ; and when niiglît
oertook ilieni, îlîev wce coînpellcd to lie
down V ittot ittiLViiifotiial a1)0 pol a wivlî
to quîenmh tlicir raging tlîirst.

'Mr. Mollitt arose vcry early in thc mont-
ioiL-. for liec (001( not slcep, anîd ieaviiig the
rebt of' tit party te. fliew ivith the wago.n,
%vont fe.rward %witiî one mani te. try anmi finti
w:iter. A rpaîssium, sonte buis, and %wak-
ing a long- %eary wny over the plain, they
Saw ini the diisitai<e stiioke curling tipwards
front 111u1011- the busln.s.

'Jtrow %wcicounel was the siglit! wlic
there ivas sntoke, there niust bc tire ; Nwhere
îl:ere w:(s lire, thc're inust lie sortie ouc tu
Linolie it; wlîere there wvas a hurtian erca-
turc, there inoost be surely -watcr; perlîaps,
CYCOi, there wvns a kraal but near Eomne
p!eýaS.1îit 11001.

'M1%1. Nlof.it antd lis coropanion iîopefully
qoî'kenecl thecir steï*)s, thinking tiiankfiilly
('f tlielw.itcr thîcv should slîertly drink As
thicy approe.aded the bushes, tliey w etestar-
fled te. see, bv theC foot -prnints on the saîtt,
huit lions liad lie» thec but a verv short

t inte hefore. TIîicir g-uns wc-requiietiy lviug
i~r beliod ini thI waggon. They fi ai-

Mnost iifraid to veunture fuirther, but there in
front mis the peacefîti sniokc stili rising.
ai wvitut wvatcr thev maust die; so on
tlîcv %Vent.

1Ilie sinoke was readhied in safety. No
,village -wns near, flot even a hut or a mn;
lut, dt'eigcownu on the grotund hy the
lire whlose snmoke bi licen seen so Iiir off
was ait oh! iWoulitti-f WOmntif se. oh, andi
Su Vcry thxinalnid wcnik, that, wheti she saw
1c straii-Crs cohiing, sIte trie in 1vainl te.
risýc. Site applzearcl cxtremeIT fri.ghttned,
too, cspecially at Mr. Moffat s wvhite fnce
naid st,*,,,,gC tres.'. Ille spokt kiitlly andi
seothlingly to lier ini lier own lînguage, and
suld, * Mýy mutler, fcariaot; ive arelfriencls;
ive wvill do yoit nu liar»," For a wlile île
pour crcature seee te.o nuchi afriîid to

spa;but after lie liaid taiketi te. lier for a
tinte, andi shown ber by lus behavîour tInt
therc was ne. cause for alarni, Mr. Mofft
sketi lier who she was, and how site caine
Iu le iii se. desolate a place tîlte, with nu0
ci~te. oeb kind or attentive te. lier.

'Ste .gnswered, <'i1 arm a womant; 1 have
l'en lcrefou dîvs!My eltiltiren have Icft

nie hec te. die!"'
"'Your chldren 1" exclairncd Mr. Mof-

fat.
'"IlYe8," site said; my own chiiltiren:

Mîy ilirc Eons and Iwe. daugghters. They

have prne away te. yonder bIne mouuîtain,
anîd lhave left mie bocre te. (lie."

'"IlAntd, pray, wliy did theîyleave ye.u ?"
askedl Mr. Moiht.

, Spreadiîg out liter be.uy bmandis, site ans-
îvered, Il 1arolt, 0dvou sec; and tlierefore: I
-irn ne. longer able tci serve thieti milheî tlîey
kil! gaîme. 1 antooee feehie te. help in car-
rying tuie flesh; 1 axa not able te. gather
wvOod f'or tîcir lires ; and. 1 cati rie. longer
carry their ehidren on nîy back as 1 used
te. cie.."

'I)oes titis sati accounit make you sad ?

It is ail truc; andi Itvr. Me.lh't wcept as lie
îrx.ed upon titis ditsertcîl iutter, anîd listea-

cdte. -%vitt site toid huai.
«'lc asked liter agiiti, if sie ivas Isot afraid

of tie lions, and said Ile- wvas surîîrised tliey
batil îot devoured lier, su close liati lie scea
ticir fe.anprints.

SlSite ivas se. thiuii," SIte- repliei, Il tîtat
îlîeîe was ae.nlîiag on her bones for thte lionîs
te. cnt, anîd tlicy did not, take flic trouble te.
toueli lier."

'Just ilien the wagon, iili liati foiIe.w-
cd MNr. Moffatt, cainle in siglît, anti te pour
ecattire wias grcatly auTdurtt, faiîryiîig it
wnas sorne drcadfui anîimal. Mr. MýofllIt as-
suireti lier it icas nut alive, andi could (Io lier
rie. barrî, anti saiti, as lie could. not bear te.
]cave lier aioae, lie would put lieriii antitake
care of lier.

' Upon hecaring Itis, sie bccanie se. terri-.
liedi tîat 1%1r. ?Moffat wnas afrait site would
die, anti dit iîlot kne.wVrltat te. do. kt 'ias
evideiît tliey coulti iot take lier witlî tiîcrn
ii the waýgon, aund, as Mr. Moffitt and bis
coxapanons were lîccomuig deiiriôits for
ivant of water, it w-as as evident that they
couii mlot stay. Tiey coileeteti wood te. t-
plitiisi lier l'ire, gave lier sonie dried me-at,
soîne îobaccoa knife andt a few Ciller tlîings,
nld tellilîtg lier te. keep a gouti lire, lest the
lions shtould attcnipt te. stcai lier iacat, they
went away,preniiig te. conte agalu on tiir
retitra.

' On the -war hack Mr. Mofflît rce'îbcr-
et i s promise, andi looketi for tIc oli 'ce.-
mi. Siew-us nowltere te. lie seen ; anti,
nioui1tlis aifierwcrds, lie beard, frein a mari
'ivio visiteti the inissie.uary station, tîmat the
wol-nan's sons hati ne.îieed thc waggron mnt:
the spout, nti liad gene te. sec %vliat tie peo-

p le in te waggon lied dune te. tîteir niother.
Fliadiae te stangers lind giveui ber foodi,
aid bcarisii- froni her of the whvîite mian tc:
w-Vas one o .hemt, :lîey fauicied 'Mr. Moffat
înust be a great cltief, w-lie Nwouid corne andi
punisi thent for treating tijeir mother se.
crucliy; tlierefore tlîey carried lier borne
agiin, antd teokl care of lier for the renuain-
derofluer lifé.

' Is net titis a she.eking story ? IIow dt-
fcrentiyye.u trat your rotiier! ourt -
liug little feet ru te. feteb wbatoer 6he
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