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OUR BIOGRAPHICAL B~UREAU.

I'Llvcs of gtrcit niea ai reiaxtaite
Wo u..ti iniicocar liveu sabitine,

And depaîrt,,g, Icavo bstuind i -

tFoct-,rints on tii,, aunds ef tiiao."

SN the 11 t lî et Mardi, 15414, was 1-or at Sorren to, nen
Natlule,&, Toiquate Tasse, the great auithor ut (bh

4Gerusaloîiiie fjiberata (Jeruisaieni Delive.red). Ili
fatlier iras Bernardo Tasso, aise a sciiolar and a pooL, la ii
cira daycf censiderable rep)ute. Thjo lie cfTa-sose was i nies
freux iLs coinnxencemetut a trctibiod romiance. I11e infanc3
%vas distinguished by extraortlinary precocity ; but lic ivai
yet a noe otild whlien pûilitical eveats induced biï fatlier (c
loutve Nat>iot, aaid, separating liiself trein bis faumily, te take
up bis abode at Renie. Hither Torquato, wlien ho %vas ont3
ln lus oleventhi yeau, %ras calil upîtn te fotlow bina, and tc
bld adieu both te ivliat lîad beu~ hithorto is8 hoaine, anti tc
the only parent wlîeîn iL miglit aliiiest ho said lie had evcî
known. The feelings of (heyotuug pooL expressed thiieiselres
upon (bis ecasien in sonie lixos (if great teuderuess and
hoauty, whichi have been thus trutnslasted :

"Ferthu frein a metlior's fostering breast'j
Fate ptîis uie ini îy lielless )-cars
%Vitiu sighîs I lock back cii lier tears
Batiiing tilt lips lier kisses urest;
Aine 1 lier pitie anîd ardent jirayers
The fugitive breezo ncw idly licars;
Ne longer breatue ire face to fac,
Gatliered in knot-iike close eîiîhrîcc;
Liko young Ascanlus cm Camitl', mv, fooet
1Uusta>Ie seek a îraidering siro's rutreat."

Hie naver again savîxis îuotlîor; suce died about cigliteen
monilit afier hoe had loft ber. Tue only riear relation ho
now lxad remaining besides his fatlier was a sister; and frein
bler aise lie iras st-paratcd, these îvith wlxcn sue resided after
ber mcther's deatx at Naples îxrovêntinz lier frein goiug te
sijaro, as suie ivislied te do, flie exile cf lier father and brother
But afior fixe tire latter had been tegetîxer for about twc years;
at Rouxe, circuixîstances again cccurred wliich again divided
thera. Bouarde feund it necessary te ceiisult bis safety by
retiring frein that city, on ivliieb ho proceeded, blinseîf, to
Urbino, and sent bis sou te Bergama, la the ixortx of Italy.
The favorable recoîxtion. however, wluici flic fermer fouud aht
tho court 0f tîxo Dulie of Urbino, iiîduced hlm la a few inenths
te sond fer Torquate; and wlien ho arriveti, the graces and
accomplisliments cf tue boy se îuleased the Dukie (bat ho
appeinted hum tue cempanien cf bis own son la luis studios.
They remained at tho court of. Urbino fcr two years, irben, la
1559, (ho changing fortunes cf Bernaido drew tlîem frein
thence to Venice.

Thxis unsettlcdl life, howevor, bad nover interrupted the
yoittlxful studios of Tasse; and after they had rcsided for soaxo
time nt Venice, bis father sent li te tho TJiivorsity cf Padua,
îvith tho intention that; ho should prepuiru binsolf for flie
profession ef thxo iaw. Buta aIl views cf (bis kiiîd ire soca
abandoned by tho ycung poet. lnstcad of perusing Justinian
ho speat bis finie la writing versos, and the result wva8 the
publication of bis poce of Rinaldo befero lue had completed
his eighteenth year. Wo can net biere trace mrintitely the
r~Maining progress of bis shiftiug and agitatcd history. Bis
itorary industry la (he xidstof almost ceasless distractions of

ail klnds was rnost extraorJýi.nary.*

His greaft pocin, theol "Jertsaietm Delivered,"1 is said to
have been bvgun ln his niuieteenth, year, whien lie wasii at
IBo'ogrîa. In 1565 lie firtit tiisite(l tho court of Ferrara, having
bù-.n carried thither by the Cardinal Luigi d'Este, thec brother
of tho reigning dulie Aiphionte. Thiti event gave a color to
flic vhoie of Tagso's future existence. It lias been supposed
tlint tlic yotng pet alioecd binseif te feri an attachaxcat
to the Pluices8 Leonora, ono cf the two sisters of tho Dulie,

r anîd (bat the object of bis aspiring loe was iiot insensible te
that union of eixinent personal graces with tho fascinations of
genius whichi courted licr regard. But thero bangs a iny8tery

8over the story whicli has neyer becîi corroplcteiy clearcttaway.

tWhat 18 certain is, that, with the, exception et a visit wilich ho
rpaid te Paris-in 157 1, in the train of tht, Cardinal Luigi, Tassa
8continued te reside nt Ferrara, titi tho cotaplotion andi publi-

cation ef his celtbrated eic in 157r). He lîad already given
te the %werid lus beautiful pastoral draina thc "1 Ainiinta," the
*next bent k-nouand mest esteenxed of his productiens.

Freni this pcriod bis life beconies a long course of storin
and darknesB, rarely relioved by a fitful gleani ef lighit. Fer
several years, the grcat peet, wihose fume was alre-dy tspread
ever Europe, seeins to have %vanteored frein city te city in lbis
native counxtry, in'astate aluxost cf beggary, impelled by a
rcstlessness of spirit whichi ne change cf sclie wvoultl relieve.
but Ferrant wvas still the central spot arounid wlxicli big
afloctiejîs hlovered, aîud te wvhich, apparently la spite et
hiniFeif, hoe censtantly after a brief interval rottirned. In tluis
stato of ni ind much cf his conduct ivas probably extravagant
eneugh ; but it iti lardiy te be believed (bat lie refl]y gave
any caîuse for the harsh, and if unmerited, rnest atrecieus
insure, te wtuich his foîrmer p)atron aîud Çriend, flic Dukie

A iplionso, resorted in 1579, of censiguîing hum as a lunatic te
tu hespital of St. Aune. Iii (bis receptacle of wretchiedness
the Imeet iras confuned for about seven years. The Princets
Leonora, who lias been supposed te have beon tho innocent
cause cf (luis detention, dicd la 1581; but neither this event
ner the solicitations cf several cf his mest pewerful friends
and adaxirers could prevail upon Alphonse te grant; Tasse bis
liberty.

Meanwhilo, flho allegod Iunatic occupied, anti no doubt
liglitoned, many cf bis lhours luy the exorcises ef bis pen. Bis;
compositions wero numereus, both la prose and verse, and
inany of them found their wvay te tho pres.

At last, in Juiy, 1586, on tlie earest appication cf Don
Vincenzo Gonzaga, son cf the Duke et Mantua, he was releascd
frein bis long iprisoniment. Ho spent the close oif the year
at Mantua; b ut ho thon resuned bis wandoring habits, and,
atthough ho nover again vi8ited Ferrara, bis old disposition
to flit abeut frcm. place te Ixiaco seoins ta have clung to hlm
like a diseuse. In this singutar mode cf existence he met
wiîli the strangest vicissitudes cf fortune. One day howould
be the o st censpicuonus ol'ject cf a splendid court, crowned
ivith laviith honors by the, prince, and basking la the admira-
tien cf ali beboiders; another, ho îvould bo travelling aIoe
on flic hîghway, with. weary steps and empty purse, and
rcduced to the necessityof berrowing, or rather begging, by
the humbleatsuit, the ineans of sustaining existence. Snob
was his life for six or seven years.

At iast le Nevember, 1594, he mado bis appearanco at
Rlome. It was rosoived that the greatost living peet cf ltaly
shouid be crowned with tho laurel in the imporial city, au
Potrarch had been more than-two hundred and fifty yeare
beforo. The decre to that effcL was passed by the Pope and
Sonate; but ere the day cf triumph came, Tasse was seised


