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Temperature of Brood Nest.

@N page 326 July 3, Mr. Hutchinson. says I

I headed my article on this question

** Temperature of Brood Nest in Winter,”

and asks if I am “going to descend to
play upon words,” begause I asked wbhy he said
*“in winter'’ and put it in italics.

If readers will turn to my article of Feb. Gth,
page 908, they will see that the heading is
** Temperature of Brood Nest,” aad nothing in
the article can be construed into a winters brood
nest, the fact being that a ‘“brood aest™ is a
brood nest, winter or summer, and is always
of one temperature (95°) no matter what the
outside temperature may be. A brool nest
means that part of the combs occupied by the
brood, .which, when normal is of aglobularform,
if there is no brood in & hive, how can there be
a * brodd nest"'? No one calls a brood nest a
* bee nest,"”" like a ' birds nest," simply because
the conditions are not the same, for when a
birds egg haiches it is a bird to all "intents and

‘purposes, when a bee egg hatches, it 1s “rst a
'| larvae and then a nymph, before a bee.

No, I am not going to * piay upon words,” nor
yet follow Mr. Hutchinson's example. and say
he says something quite different, un purpose tc
show he is wrong o

I am not going to plead that theheadicg of my
article 1a the JourNaL for June 19th, was altered
by the '* printers devil,” (he obviously made a
mess of several‘parts) if he hai hai time to
refer he would have seen tae error Ia, withhim
self, and as an editor of a journal which boasts
of * ro ating out errors and fallacious idegs,” 1
think all will agree that he owes me ag apology
fur so stubboraly and persistently repeating the
errors 1 so simply pointed out.

The normal temperature of a cluster ol bees,
when bybernating in winter, has not to my
Kaowledge been détermined by any one yet.
The difficuliies bave been-in such a wide differ.
ence in the.winter temperatares of the clusters,
that observers have been puzzled; very many
have shown 65° which I believe to be too high
for a hybernating cluster. and was the
temperature quoted by Cheshire as that of a
winter cluster in normal condition, but Mr,
Hutchinson carelessly quoted it as that of the
oluster when brood rearing was in progress and
one writer after another repeated the error,
which was the cause of my priating it out,
though he admits that he knew all the time that
95° was the correct temperature, which makes
it look as if he has, wilfully all through, begn
trying to hide bis bluzder by * playing oo werds,®
and guoting me wrongly. ’
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