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wiseacres who, as in the case of Galileo, thought it very re-
ligiously dangerous indeed, to attempt to interfere with her
privileges.

But, in fact, the phenomenon of the tides is just as easy of
explanation by the motion of the carth as it is by the moon's
presumed drinking propensities, and as she is a lady, lut us
hope she lias been belied. The motion of the earth wouIld not
affect such narrow bodies of water as the Canadian lakes, but
the moon's power of attraction would, if 'it existed to the
éxtent supposed, be under the necessity of dting it, unless she
prefers sali to fresh liquors.

" One may venture. riow-a-days, to express such a doubt,
particularly as Madam Moon is a Pagan deity.

-What a useful thing it would have been, if any scientific
navigators or resident observers har registered the rise and
fall of the lakes in the years since Upper Canada came into
our possession ! An old naval officer told me that it was really
periodical: and it occurred usually, that the greatest depres-
sion and elevation had intervals of seven years. Lake Erie is
evidently becoming more shallow constantly, but not to any
great or alarming degree ; and shoals form, even in the splendid
roadstead of Kingston, within the memory of young inhabi-
tants. An American revenue vessel, pierced for, 1 believe,
twenty-four guns, and carrying an enorinous Paixhan, ground-
ed in the autumn of last vear on a shoal in that harbor, which
vas not known to the oldest pilot.

By the bye, talking of this vesse], which is a steamer built
of iron, and fitted vitl masts and sails, the sanie as any other
sea-going vessel, can it be. requisite, in order to protect a
commerce which she cannot control beyond the line drawn
through the centre of the lakes, to have such a vessel for reve-
nue purposes ? or is she not a regu!ar man-of-war, ready to
throw lier shells into Kingston. if ever it should be required 1
At least, such is the opinion which the good ftlks of that town
entertained when they saw the beautiful craft enter their harbor.

"The worst, however, of these iron boats is that t wo can play
at shelling and long shots ; and gunnery-practice is now
brouuht to such perfectioin, that an iron steamer might very
possibly soon get the worst of it froni a heavy battery on the
level of the sea ; for a single accident to the machinery, pro-
tected as it is in that vesse], would, if there was no wind, put
her entirely at the mercy of the gunners. The old wooden
walls, after al], are better adapted to attack a fortress, as thev
can stand a good deal of hammering from both shot and
shells.

Sir Richard gives an amusing (and to young settiers an
instruction) account of a visit to a young friend in Seymour,
which gives the reader a good idea of the difficulties expe-
rienced by the emigrant in the Canadian forests.
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