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set 4 aores of potatoes here on the 220d April '89, Two eyes
were used to a set, Dusting the cut sets with plaster is all
right if they are to be kept in 2 heap for some days, but
uxcless, when, as in (his case, they are to be sot next day,
Sill, as rain or other things might delay the planting, I
should alwagr dust the sets, though I prefer air-sliked lime
for the purpose—perfeotly effete, of course.

The mode of manuring the crop scems to me to have been
faulty in this. the potash—upwards of 50 lbs,—contained
in the 900 lbs. of a.tificial, dusted round the plants after they
were up, was I should think wasted. Potash requires sowing
very early in the epring, or even in the previous autumn, if
it is to do any good to the year's crop,

The yicld of the 1st prize oat crop, mentioned on page—
of this number, was 134 bushels, 21 lbs., American measurc
=108 bushels of 10 lbs, A first-rate yicld, though not an
extraordinary one considering the conditions.

A.R.J. P

Story of the Grand Prize Crop.

THE LOCATION AND 80iL.— Mr. Coy’s farm is in Presque
Isle, in the center of the renowned patato-growing county of
Aroostook, in Northern Maine. He is not far from tho New
Bruoswick line, in latitude 46 degrees. This region is the
most fertile in the Valloy of the St, Jobn River, and is as
newly settled as many portions of the West, Indecd, vast
tracts in the Aroostook are still in primeval forest. The soil
in this case is a strong clay loam with a few stones, and the
original growth was sugar maple and black birch. The contest
acre was quite smooth, with a slight cxposure to tho East,
and a small kooll in the ccnter of the plot. The soil is
uaterally dry. Its fertility may be ioferred from the faot
that it was sceded to grass in the full of 1882, after having
been cropped with potatoes,-which yielded 400 bashels per
acre with only a light dressing of manure, We iofer that no
additional maourc was applied whea seeded, and no plant-food
was pat on during the ix y:ars the land was in grass, Yet
.t gave an average of two tons of timothy bay per acre in
1885,7 inclusive, though tho 1888 orop was not so large. The
market value of the land is placed at §40 per acre,

PREPABATION.—After the removal of the hay crop, the
lund was plowed on Auogust 10th, 1888, the strong sod being
turncd under to a depth of six inches, It was carcfully oross-
plowed on April 30th, 1889. Two horses and ono man did
cach p'owing io one day, After lying open to the weather
fur two weeks the ground was gonc over with a spriog tooth
hurrow. This implement does good work on such soils, and
in this case the process must have been done with great
thoroughncss, as three horses were used, and a full half day
devoted to it The scason opened carly and dry, cosbliog
the =01l to be put in fine condition.

FenTinization.—The itelligent farmer will observe that
whilc this land had borne good hay crops for six years without
mauoure, it was natural.y adapted to the potato, as the prior
large crops had proved. The heavy sod, plowed down in the
fall, was partly rotted, decomposing as the season advanced
and facilitating drainage after wet spells, and yet retaining
moisture during the short dry times, The soil, therefore,
afforded every possible prerequisito for the profitable use of
plant-food, especially of chemical or commercial fertilizers.
The soil in its nature was peculiarly adapted to the orop, its
mechanical condition was cxecllent, and (with a good scason)
it needed only a hberal supply of plant food in the right form
and in the proper proportions to ivstre = good crop. These
conditions were complied with by tho use of tho Stockbridge
potato manure, whercas, bad the eruder and slower-acting

stable-manure been put on such soil no such result could have
been seoured, This fortilizer contained three and one-quarter
to four and onc-quarter per ocnt of nitrogen, soven to nine
per cent of available phosphorio 2cid, and five to six per ccat
of potash, Eleven hundreds pounds of this * manure” was
scattered along the bottom of tho trenches after they had been
laid off for the sced, and was well mixed with the earth in
and about the trenches by habd with the hoc before planting.
The balagoe, nino hundred pounds, was applied Junc 12th, at
the time of the first hocing, by scatiering a small handful
around cach plant and working it carefully into the zoil with
a handhoe, Carc was taken not to let the fertilizer come in
contact with the leaves ur roots,

CUTTING THE SEED AND PLANTING —Tho land was laid
off in trenches two fect nine inches apart, the outside rows
being within eightecn inches of the boundary line. The seed
was dropped twelve inches apart as clogely as possible, making
about fourteen thousand hills on the acre. The sced was care-
fully covered by the hoe to a depth of two or three inches,
The planting was done May 15th, and was completed ie one
day by three men. Four and one-half barrels of potatoes were
used, worth one dollar per barrel. The seed was taken from
the ocllar about six weeks before plantiog and spread thin on
the floor of a dry and reasonably warm room ic the house.
Only such lubers werc finally sclected as had strong, green
sprouts at the time of planting, and no small tubers were used.
Tho secd was out to two cyes on a piece., Au idea of the
size of the sets is furnished by the faot that one hundred
weighed five and, a half pounds. The sets were sprinkled with
land plaster as fust as oat, to protect from rot and assist in
giving the young plants a start, and were planted the day
after outting, Only about one set in a hundred failed to come
up, and such vaocancies were replanted. The Dakota Ked
variety, grown by Mr. Coy for the third ycar, were planted.

THE SEASON AND OULTURE.—The scason was early aud
the spriug dry as compared with former years. The weather
was cold at time of planting, May 15th, and the soil, though
dry, was rather cold. This continued for about ten days
after plantinf, when it came on warm, with frequent showers,
The crop was fairly up June 5th, and on the 12th was cul-
tivated shallow, taking two men and & horse about féur hours.
June 12th and 13th the crop was hoed by hand (the re-
maining nine hur.dred pounds of fertilizer was put on at this
time, s stated above), and the trenches filled in level fall. It
was agaio onltivated June 20th, this time deeply and
thoroughly, and was hoed on thc 24th, 25th, and 26th of
June. Mr. Coy intended to hoc them sgaio, bat the growth
was 50 great thatit could oot b done without injury to the
vines. In June there were two rains a week, and 1t was so
wet that there were few chances to cultivate potatocs. But
the natoral drainage of the plot avoided serious damage, while
wae relentive obaracter of the soil prevented the leaching of
the more quickly solable portions of the fertilizer— a loss that
might have been no small item on a leachy soil, July and the
first half of August were dryer, averaging about one good
shower a weck—cvidently perfeot weather for potatoes during
this, the critical period of their growing season (1).

Sheop,—How to make them pay.
COL F. D, CURTIS.

The time has come whea the farmer must meet the sheep
question oo 2 close basis. It is true, that there has beca a
very small focrease in the price of wool this year ; but the per
ceats of gain will not put a lasting backbone into the sheep

(1) The digging, with forks, took 5 men 2} days to complete.
A.RJPF



