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Tie gentolmail coatinieil, "I suppose youi imother were here nov,
what advice would she give you?" The tears rushed imîto the eyes ot
the poor sailor; lie tried for a moment to conceal them, but could not ;
and lastily bruslung thmcn away with the back ofh is rougli hand, rose
and said, with a voice almost inarticulate through Cnotion, " I'il go to
the meeting." le crossed the street, entered the door of the ehapel,
nid took his seat with the assembled congregation.

Wliat afterwards became of the man is not known. It is, however,
alost certain, that he must have had a mother who had given hin
good instruction ; and when the gentleman appealed to urn, hardened
as the sailor was, his heart melted. Perhaps this interview checked
this man in his suis, and led him to the Saviour. lowever this may
have been, it shows the strength of maternal influence. It shows that
years of wandering and of sin cannot crase from the hcart the impres -
sion which a mother's instructions and a mother's prayers have left
there.

It is a great trial to have children indutiful when young.- But it is
a tenfold greater affhiction to have a child grow up to matority in diso-
bedience, and become a dissolute and abandoned man. How many
parents have passed days of sorrow and niglts of slceplessness, in con-
sequence of the misconduct of their offspring! Ilow nany have had
their hcarts broken, and their grey hairs brought down with sorrow to
ic grave, solely in conseque nce of their own neglect to train up their

clîddren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ! Your future hap-
pmuess is in the hands of your children. They may throw gloom oer
al your prospects, embitter every enjoyment, and nake yiou so miser-
able, that your only prospect of relief wili be in death.

That little girl, whom you now fondle upon your knee, and who
plays, so fuîll of enjoynent, upon your floor, lias entcred a world
wlhere temptations are thick around. What is to enable lier to re-
siLt these teamptations, but established priniciples of piety ? And where
iî she to obtain these principles, but from a motliers instructions and
example ? If, throngh your neglect now, she should I hereafter yield
hersel to temptation and sin, what must become of your peace of
innd ? Oh mothers ! little are you aware of the wretcliedness with
wiich your loved daugliter nay hereafter overwhelm you.

Many illustrations of the most affectng nature miglit here be iro-
duced. It would be easy to appeal to a vast number of living st.Zercrs,
il, attestation of the woe, wlich the sin of the child has occasioned.
You imay go not only in imagination,but in reahty, to the darkened
chiamber, where the nother sits weeping, and refusing to be comforted,
for a dauglter is lost to virtue and to heaven. Stîll no person can
imagine how overwhelining the agony vhich must prey upon a mo-
ther thus dishonored and broken-hearted. This is a sorrow, whicl
can only be understood by one who has tasted its bitterness, and felt
its weight. We may go to the house of piety and prayer, and find the
fathier and mother with countenances emaciated with suffering; not a
smile plays upon their features, and the mournful accents of their
vOice tell houw deeply scated is tlcir sorrow. Shall we inquire into<
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