e How 1t Came There.

I *gnean the famxly ‘Bible ‘whichI'saw in

"'the wmdow of ‘a certdin pawnbrokerr's :ghop

m the 0ld- Kent-road It ‘was the top book-
of a ‘pile in. -one corner
that Bible betore, 1 said to mysélf when
looking in at the window ‘one afterncon. But
upon consideration I tried to. dismiss - the -

- theught as one of many vain ones that will

_cepting a second-hand book store.

sometimes, perforce, intrude themselves.
"The window of a pawnbroker’s shop has

‘always had atiractions for me, greater than.

that of any other I can mention, not even ex-
‘Looking
at the tools, the jewellery, the plate, the

-pipes, the books, the blankets, the clothing,

- and other things too numerous to mention,

.one sees plenty to occupy the imagination,

wondering where this or that came from,
and how it came there, If it were only pos:
sible - to get behind the .scenes what tales
there would be io tell!

! Try as I would it was impossible to dis~
miss that Bible from ‘my thoughts. It ap-
peared again-and again, flitting through the
mind like a phantom, and whispering that.
we had met before. I walked on up the
rcad, but felt so strangely disturbed that,-

determined to settle the doubt in one way —the reply:

or another, I walked back to the shop and
boldly entered.’ : ‘

“Would you allow me to see that Bible ia
the corner? I asked the assistant.

~‘Do you Wish to purchase it, sir?

‘I may possmly do 50 1f for sa.le was my: .
reply. v

‘The pnce is ﬁve shlllings -sir,”
it before mé ‘on -the counter.

I opened the Bible, glancing at one of the
fly leaves, and was surprised, if not- shocked,
to read’the following inscription in my own

plaeing

" handwriting:—

‘Presented to Thomas James- and Mary
Brown by. fellow-membérs of the St. Arthur's
Church ‘Bible Class, on the occasion of their
marriage, June 1st; 188—: .

.I have for obvious reasons given fictitious

* names, but how well I remember that wed-

ding morn, when, bright and hopeful as the.
summer day itself, the young man and
maiden. pledged themselves before the aitar,
Tears of joy came to their eyes as T read out
the inscription, and with my ¢wn hands, be-
ing conductor of the class, made the presen-
tation. And now,.after many years, I once
more hold in my hands the self-same Bible,
How came it in a pawnshop?

‘I will take the book,” said I, putting do'w'n
five shillings. ]
~ ‘Thank you, sir. You seem rather _inter-
‘ested in-it,’ the assistant remarked.

‘I' am, indeed,” was my reply, ‘and should
‘very much like to find out_the whereahouts
of the original owners. Could you inform me
when and by whom it was pledged?

‘1 can let you have the date, also the name
ard address of the party that pledged the

" Bible, without, of course, vouching for their

ccrrectness,’ he added with a smile.

He went up to his desk to examine the
books apd presently returned, saying:

‘The Bible was pledged exactly fiftéen

" months ago in the name of Mary Brown, 17,

Martin’s Buildings, Walworth, I cannot say,
but I fear this will net help you very much.’
I hope it will supply me with a clue with .
which to commence a search,’. I said.
" Having nea.tly wmpped it up he hamded

trouble he had taken, I left the shop.
Arriving at home I opened it again and

closely exasmmed the pages, if perchance, I

might ﬁnd anythmg, if only" by way of a

_ hint, -that. would help me in my search . for

theso young people, for to seek t.hem out I
was qmte Qeter:ined,

‘surely. I have seen

‘gdor either natural or moral

I fmmd their own births and. marriage en-

wred also.the births of three children and.
;’one death. '

The Bible, wae not to say worn, a.lthough

-it bore many: evidetices of ha.ving been fre-
; some chapters more * than'
- gthers.which conta.ined verses here and there
‘marked - with peneil;

uently read,

I tancied, moreover,
that tear-stains were-to be traced on some

ofthe pages Altogether the book contained -
‘unmistakable indications that trouble had

come to the young couple, and this mcrea.sed
my a.nxxety to find them tenfold I wrapped

the Bible agam in paper, and ta.king it with

me,” set out; on my soa.rch ‘that very after-

. DOOD.

I first of all made- it my business to visit

. Mauwtin’s Buildmgs ‘one of the many -great

blocks of model dwellings to be' found in
Walworth No 17 was on the top foor,
which necessxtated the chmhmg of painful
flights of steps Out of breatl, I knocked at
tke deor, which was answered by a not. over
tidy woman,

‘Does anyone of the hame of Brown or
Ja.mm live here, or did live here some fif-
teen months ago"' 1 asked,™ -

‘No one of that na.mn lwes ‘here now,’ was
‘Wo’ve only ‘been here three
months, 50 you 'd bette:r inquire at the office,

- or perhaps the party as lives at 19 can tell.

She have lwed t‘nexje ever so long, two years,
I should think.'

So I tried the * perty at 19, and found her )

to be a respectable, chatty. httle—body
.‘Come in, sir, in a.nswer ‘to' my inquiries.

‘People as comos to th' bulldmgs don’t gen’

rally stop long I never see such folk to

change about in ‘my hfe, but I Temembers
" the. party you are askin'. about very well,

-, They wae here about six monrt )
“Can you tell me what’ became of ‘them?

-1 anxiously asked. et
““Well, I don’t waut to send any. trouble m

‘em,’ she said," looking at me suspiciously;
‘the poor souls had enough o’ that when
they was. here! -

“You need not fear that of me,’ I said; ‘my
object in geeking them out is ra.ther to ren-

der help if they are.in any trouble, as seems _

more than probable,’

“Then ‘please take a seat, sir, an’ T'll tell’

you all I knows, which, after all,.ain’t mueh,

- Mrs. James a.md her husband came to these

buildings about oighteen months ago. She

was as tidy a little woman as ever walked,

an’ there wouldn’t ha' bin ‘anything amiss
wi’ th’ man if he'd only kep’' to hisself an’
away from th’ drink; but he got mix'd up
with abad lot as led him off, and the end of
it was that ho got into, troubl"and is now
doin’ eughteen months’ hard'

“Dear, deat!’
this,’T “exclaimed.
she is now living?’

‘She's {ryin’ to live at 9, Tuckers Rents,
just off East street, where she's got one
rcom. It ain’t where I should like to live
myself, but th’ poor soul had no.choice. She.
pawned well nigh everything she had and
wag obliged to move from here,’ I taught

‘Can you tell me where

“her how o do bead work, but ghe'’s slow apa

can malke very little at it. If you goes there
yowd better ask for Mrs. Brown.’

Thanking the ‘good woman for the infor-
mation afforded, and her kindness to poor
Mary James, I left Martin's Buildings and at
once set out.for Tucker's Rents; whieh I
xnew could not he far away. I found the

place after some little diﬁiculty, a long, nar-
.row court containing a number of broken-

down old houses that bore not the-sweetest
1 asked a

dirty, slatmnlv girl who was sitting on the
doorstep ‘of No. 9 if-she esuld dhect ‘me to

t

- he’'ll

How sorry I am to hear

In the Spnce ruled off as a fa.mlly xeg1ster . the room occupied by Mrs. Browm,--. - | o 0
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‘Top ﬂoor,back,' without making the !east

‘altempt to move. .. .. . N I
Almost. stepping over her I ma.de my way

u a dirty, ricketty ..;talrs wonderlng how
human beings could possibly breathe amid

) such;ﬁlthy surroundings, and gently knocked

at the g}oor mdicated The door was opened
Ly Ma,ry James herself, but 80 changc—d in
teatures a.nd person I scarcely Knew her She
Wa.s pressmg a hand to her heart, and draw-

_'ing a- deep breath as womexn do a.t the sight
“of a stranger they thmk might be bungmg

new trouble,
SMr, —1? .she 6\018.1111(‘(1 recognizmg mc
after a moment. or so, and then she changed

.. color, looked confused, and ﬁnally burst mtc :

tears. ‘I didn’t expect 1o see you sir.!. .
‘Well, I called fo see ‘you, Mary,: ‘becanse I

- heard you'were in tronble “Why have you
not come to me or some of your old fmends »

, ‘The’ troub]e was too great, sir.’ .
‘Now tell me all about it,. Mary, so thatI
can think what can be done, for it is 1mpos-

sible for me to leave you in such mxsﬁry as

this,’ and I looked round the room, in which

there was hardly a scrap of bedding or stick .
of furniture, and it must be oonfeseed tha..‘

my tears fell fast;
Touched by the sympathy I smcarely felt,

. she told me all her trouble, even to her hus-

ba.nd's dxsgrace and’ imprisonment. -
‘He is. commg out’ mext week, and I was

) homng to get two decent rooms for him to

come to where we could begin Ilife afresh.
He’s had such a lesson that I-don’t think
‘ever - go wrong agaan——mdeed he
‘weuldn’t a done now if it-hadn't. been for
the drink. ' I car’t think wha’t ma,de him
take to it .

I Lope you have nOft ta.kon a.ny, ‘\Iary, I

“gaid.t o ~—

‘Never a drop, sir, not even in my grea.t-
est trouble

‘I.am glad to heer you g4y so, Ma.ry

.Now I am going out for a cab, so please get

your two children' ready, as I intend to
take you- home with me.
stay in this place another hour,:

‘Oh, Mr.
old box and once more gave way to tears.

It was not long before we were at home,
and my good wife soon found some com-

fortable clothing in whi¢h to set them wup,

for the poor creaturss, though clean, had,
literally, scarcely a rag to their backs. -

By the time the husband was out of pri-
gon, I, witl: the help of friends, had provid-
ed decent rcoms for them, and he baving
found employmemt is hopefully begmning
life again-~

The Bible, once more in their’ possessmn

lies on. a little table and is often ta.ken up
by both hushand and wife,

When the reader is looking in at'the win-
dow of a pawnbrokers shop, where  some-
thing or other has drawn his attention, let

‘him give just onme thought as to how it

came therd—Mnpason in ‘Temperance Re-
cerd,

Value of Home Musnc.

In bird-life, one of the partners smgs, but
in the human family the gift of song'is well-'
nigh universal. "Music should.play a much
more important part in home life than it
usually does. .It certainiy would promote
health and happiness. Husband and wife,
if they have musical talent, should cultivate

it all their lives long, have teachers occa- |

sionally at least capable of keeping their
voices well drilled to the later years of life.
The time some men spend in idle talk, and
which some women fritter away, if given to
music, would produce good 'effec‘ts ‘on the
health, and be at the same ‘time 2 very im-

portant means of . education el L‘verybodys

anazme

You.- shall not -

——1" and she sat down on an-
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