THE ENQUIRER. R
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES,

1 happened not long agoto read a claim for preiminence
between Flanders and Eugland on their respective superiority in
Agriculture. I must confess that kad I to decide the question, I
should adjudgethe palm to the former of the two, My opinion
from personal knowledge has always been, that no conntry that I
had seen could boast of a luxuriancy equal to that displayed over.
her immenseifields, which haveso often been embrued with human
bleed and enriched with the victims of national contention.: Hov-
ever.as my residence in Flanders bad bekn only transient and chief-
1y in towus, and my view of the country ouly that of a traveller, I
never dared toset my opinion in opposition to that, which aeemed
to be generally auddoudly pronounced in favor of British Agri-
cultural superiority, If the statement to which I huve refered be
correot, it appears that fur from being the case the return and pro-
duce of Crops is morefrequent and more abundant in that part of
the ‘Low Countries then in any other Country perhaps in the
World. The soil isnever suffered to.remain idle and is compel-
Jedito yield its-utmost without-being impoverished.

Nevertheless I never heard of Agricultural Societies,
of Boards.of Agriculture, of scientific, elaborate and volumnious
Agricnltural works, or of encouraging prizes ,in that; Country.
Nane of the Flemish have ever heard of those systems which suc-
ceedirapidlydo.each.other: they:have no meetings wherein they may
ait successively.at the council and at the convivial Board, and fu-
miliatly converseand frecly oppose their plajn practical knowledge
to thac desived.from books, or from the pastial experiments.of thejr
noble and rich associates and Patrons, Whenge do (they then de-
rive their sure means of Sugccess? From their peading in a hgﬁ;
constantly:open.to.every,body, but, whichseems for that very reie
son to.be overlaoked-asitoo vulgar for.refined taste; in :that book,
the only onethat cannot: lead into eyror; ip -that book which, has
for its Title, long tried and never failing experience. Indeed wesee
every where araund us.those small spots of ground which:hy assi-
duous labeur and cayeéful cultivation.yield for our tgble .two and
theee crops overy year. .Is thesoil of.our gardens of apother ;na~
ture than that of:our fields? - Are,the Sun that warms apd therain
that refreshes our gardens,exclusively .their benefit? Is that
Providence that rules ull, s=ore partial -towards those little spots
dedicated to luxury, than .towards those exténsive plaips. frem.
which animal life espects its support? Certainly not ; and the
good farmers of Flanders'havesbeen led ‘by their plain commo
sense to conclude;that by following.as much as possible the yae
used.to.insure;constant and abundant fertility of {Gardep€the
sult would be:the same to their fields ; their.success; hfs
proved-the justnessof their cenclusion. :




