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I Jmppened notlongagdtoread a caim for pre minence
between Flanders and Eugland on their respective superiority ln
Agriculture. I must confess that had I to decide the question, I
should adjudgethe palm to the former of the two. My opinion
from personal knowledge has always been, that no country that I
hadm-een' could boast of a luxuriancy equal to that displayed over
her.immense*lelds, which baveso often been embrued with huran,
lood and enriched with the victims ofrational contention.: Holy-

*ver s niy residence in Flanders bad beka only.transient and chiefi,
ly in tormis and my .view of thecountryonly that of a traveller, 1
nevwer daved toset my opinion in opposition to that, which semed
to begenerally aud ioudly pronounced in favor of British Agri.
cultural superiority. If the statement to which I have refered be
correct, it appeas that far from being the case the return and pro-
duce ofCrops is moreifrequent and more abundant in that part of
the:Lowr Countries than in any other Country perhaps in the
World. The soil is.never suffered toLemain idle and is compel-
led oyield .its-utmost without-beingimpoverished.

Nevertheless I never heard of Agricultural Societies.
of Boards.of Agriculture, of scientific, elaborate and volumnious
Agrienltural works, or of etcouraging prizes .in thatiCountry.
«None, of the Blemish haxe ever heard ofthosesyetemns whiçh suc-
ceed!rapidly:toeach.other: .bey:have no meetings wherein they may
ait su.ccesively.at the council and fit the convivial Ugard, and fa,
miliadyconveraeand frecly oppose their plain.practical kjowleçige
to that derived:from books, or from thepafial eperirpentsof their
nobleAnd rich.associates and Patrons. WhIene.dQ ahey then -
rivetheir muemeans of Suiccess? ?rqnm .their rdiig in .a h.-
constantly:open.to-,everyjblody, but, shich.eema for thatvery ra4.
son to:be overlooked asitoo %.ulgarforfioqdtast-,; in that boqk
the.only onethat cannot lead into error; in -that book which, les
for its Title, long tried endneverfoilinig e.periçnre. Indeedwçgee
every where arQund us.those,suali spots of ground.which by ansi-
duous-labQur and.careful cultivation.yield for our table .two angd
thræ crops tvery year. lasthesoilofour gardensof azother ,na,
tuzrethan -that ofrour field@? - Areitbie.Sin that warmsa nd the rain
that--refreshes our gardens,,exclusvely their befiçat? .Is t.t
Providence that rules ail, ,-orepartial -towards tbose Jittle
dedicated to luxury, than ,tqwgrds those ext4n5ive plaipa. f ru.
which animal life expects its support? Certainly not ; and the
good farmers of Fla rshavelbened by their' plain common
sense to concludeithat by-followiug.as much as possible the
used.to.insure;constantand abunidant.lertility of iGard
iult wAuld.be;the.same to theiv fields; their.sccess ç i»t
provedlthe justnessof their conclusion.


