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"Gone to Northam to see hier old mother, Baker. I'd have
gone with bier, but the poor old soul. wanted to talk about some,
littie pro-perty wbich the boy is to have. But I expect bier
borne shortly."

"Corne, then, and have a social glass lu the ineanwhile, Johin."
Laingr hesitated for a few moments. "h must only be one,

then," lie said at last; and bie thoughit as hie followed bis
conipanion to the Three Marin ers that there would be no barm iu
that, and that Mary surely wvou1d not wvish hlm to deny bimself
that slight indulgence.

Nigbt closed lu rapidly, (iark threatening clouds had gYatbered
in the west, through wvhich the sun bad fougyht its downward
pathli, breaking, thern up inito picturesque confusion. The vanie,
variable ail the day, pointed steadily nortbward. at last. The
old coast-guardsman, walking, on bis beat, hieard the wind wail
fitfally and knowing that sign, looked out to sea and saw throughl
the gloom the white breakers rise, and stopped to asic wbat boats
were out aud wvho were with them. They came in now fast
before the wind like birds, wlien a storm threatens, aud were
haffled high and dry upon the shingle.

Another hour, aud the wind biad risen, coming heavily fronil
the north), driving the sea before it, in long regular waves, which
hurled themselves upon the steep beach, and broke into clouds
of spray. There were but two boats out nowv, aud as the night
wore on, the coaist-gruardisnian said to hiniseif, IlThey've put into
Hollesley Ha-ven by this tim-e, and sniall blaie to thern. Itwxili
be an ugly ni-lit."

John Lairg -was the centre of a rnerry group, Other friends
liad crowded around him with congratulations and good xvishies,
and hefore long hie found hiruseîf the host of a large party.
Habit aud fashion seerned to forbid escape, whicb at f1irst lie
desired, and before long the one glass to wbich bie had limited
himself w-as t'ar exceeded. Then, as the night wore on, lie forgot
bis son's absence, bis wife's delay, the agrowingr stormi without,
in the excitement of company and intoxicating drink.

The merriment of tihe party assembled in the parlour of the
Three Mariners 'vas at its beigbt, wlien a single sbrill cry was
above the storin. There xvas a momentary pause, and then a
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