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to offer a prayer than to sew or cut a garment. In this
you know you are going to succeed; in that you are sure
to fail.”

“Thanks, Mis. Rand, o1 your (rank confession,”
smilingly returned the president, “for | see by the gen-
eral air of assent that you speak for more than yourself
But you should not forget that there arc inore ways
than onc i which you can help  You migh play the
organ for us.”

“Oh,” she exclaimed, " F'm too netvous ™t
make all sorts of mistakes.”

“Well, there are also needed wiiters of tive mmute
articles on the country under consideration for the
month, item gatherers, a committee to furnish pictures
or curiosities, one on maps, another on invitations 1o
remind 1he forgetful ones when the dav for the meeting
comes round, singers”— -

“Some nterested listeners | presume, added a umid
veice.

" Yes. avery unportant part of the needs

should

So.
see, there s scope for every one to work arordimg 1o
her several ability | beheve Mrs. Rand has
sciously (hvwoveted 1o us the root of the difficulty

you

uhcon
We
are anterested n and stand ready to do any work for
the Lord which we ace sute we can do with credu o
ourselves, hut we are nat willing et o farl for His
dear  sake

more  helpful

Now, to my mmnd, fadure s sometunes

than suveess  You all know ne
enough to nelieve that | speak whercof | know when 1
touch upon this cimdity in speaking for the Lord. The
beuer the pravers offered by others the more hopeless
it seemed for we to attempe the same, and | owe 1y

well

first victory over self in this matter to a umid disjomted
prayer, tull of repetition, ofigred in 4 trembling, teaiful
voice by one who thus proved her willingness to do
what she could  No prayer ever so touched iy heart
as that apparent faiiure, and | resulved that [ would no
longer wait untd | was sure of success before doing
anything

*1 beheve you are nighi, Mrs. Egerton, sad a lady
at her side. "1 once heard a young girl try o pray
and fail, and ot sent a thnll of sympathy through alt
present that utterly broke up the cold formalits and
tinned the meeting 1ntu a regular love-feast.’

* Perhaps that is the reason our mectings seem to be
more successful sice we ook our youny minister's wile
tor lender,” said a wisnor from a neighboring own
*Ow former president was >0 self-possessed, <o of-
ficient, we all felt she could get on whether we helped
or not , but our present onc 1s s0 anxious to do all she
can, yet so evidently conscious of her inexperience, so
brave n spite of her natural tnmdity, that we rallied
around her, at first out of sympathy. and now help be-
cause we really enjoy 1.’

1 was reading only the other day,” said one, “that
David Livingstone, after three months of probation as

-~

a mussionary student, was judged incompetent because
of hesitation in prayer and complete failure in preach-
ifg, and it was only on the carnest entreaty of one
member of the Board that his probation was extended
f he had withdrawn- in false humibty or through dis
couragement, what a grand work would have been lost
to the cause *”

* My impression of those wonen whe fead walisuch
eficiency in our great anaual conventions 1s that they
are able 10 do 30, not s0 much because of any natural
fitness, but because, through force ot circumstances.
they have been pushed to the front, and casuing them
selves upon God's promise, ‘1 will be with thy mouth,
despainng of self, they let hun speak through them,
and so becomne, in the grandest sense of the word, suc
cessful. Do not think,” the presidear added, “that )
underrate success. | only wish now 10 cuphasize the
nission of failures hecause | feel thatif we reach a de
gree of consecration that makes us willing, f nced be,
to fail for the dear Lord’s sake, we have taken the first
gtep toward assured success.”

“Mrs. Egerton, | will play the vrgan for you at the
next meening,” vourageously volunteered the nenvouns

musician.”
Ul come and help sing,” said another
1 trust that by the tme another month rolis

around,” said a trembling voice, “the Hoty Spine will
have made me withng 1o failf | cannot do anythiny

else. | can promise to pray that he will”
“And 'l come and make one”of the sympathewn
Irsteners. at least,” pronused a modest hiidle  woman

* You have helped us solve the problem,” Mrs. Eges
ton concluded. * Now let us all resolve to be ol seq
vice, whether as vessels of honor or dishonor, to the
Master who ‘made Himself of no reputation’ for us.”

Need we follow the history of this society? The
Lord s not slack concermng His promise, and its mem
bers having offered themselves as empty vessels for Hiy
service, do vou doubt that they were filled and made
meet for the Master's use >—Li12ZIE Dav HOWELL.
Buthington. N J..in Woman's Work for Woman

NOTHING of endunng worth comes (0 be v ow
world withiout sacniice and toil, and weariness of heart
ot bran. Not can any woman excuse herself in this
matter because she can't give large offerings. It was
the giving of two mites 1n love which the Lord com
mended. 7To serve Christ 1s lose the love of self, t
find a Joy in small economies, a reward 10 little self
denials.  “A piece of neck ribbon,” ried the eloquent
Robertson, * may save a soul,” and the saving of one
soul mnav be the saving of a score [ am only one
said a Greek woman to her American teacher, “one
poor soul ; but I can teach ten, who are the better for
the good you do me."-~( Exiracts from a paper by Mrs
G. D. Boardman.)



