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1. Thé rcsponsibility of man for lus belief accords with the whole -course of
nature and the Iaws by whlîi the natural world is r'cgulatecl. Let any of tlîese
Iawvs bc tra-ýnsgriesscd, the inore sinccrity of the trausgrcssor will not gv l
imînunity frorn the comsequonces, 1

A inan rnay swallow rank poison, firinly believiiig it to bc medicine or food,
but the ýlletcriousqualities arc not thcreby oxtraeted frein it. A mnani mnay be
se foolisli as to handie a viper or foîudle a Iap-dog affeeted withi hydr-opihobii,
l)olieving thera te be harmless, but this belief wvi1l flot prevont the venoin being
infused and working its fatal course. Omie mnay et upon. brittie ico, bel ieving -it

tobe stronig, but this beliof wvil1 not preveuit its giving wa.y. Anothor Mav
believe, the earth to bc stationary and the suni te bc nii motion, but this beliof wvil1
not art'est our planet in lier course or set a-going the orb cf day. A tlýird May
discai'd the great, lawv of gravitation, and. ieiip frein a lofty lieuse, but the sic-
cerity and t.cnacity with whieh lie clings to lis favorite notion wvîll flot prevent
thic sacrifice of life and limnb. A fourth inay se flrnily believe lui the wviglit.of
ivater and thic (enSity of the air, as to be sure that lic wvil be sustained should
lie pltinge inito the one or tty to mount imte the other, but this belief wvi11 mot
Izeep hlmi froin simingitç or falling. Thus it is plain, timat evemi iii regard to the
life, that now is, sincerity is no safeguard.

The temporal consequences tlîat floNv frem. our belief declare us to be accouint-
able for it. iluve wc any might or reason to believe that a clifferent course is
parsuied witli respect to those tlîings %vhicIi arc umîseen and eternal I Is it likely
te be different wvith God's moral governmeiit frein Nvhiat we thus find it to bc
with luis physical?

2. The responsibility of man for lus belief accords withlî te course of justice.
iluman justice would bc a, tyranmy witlout it. Judicial, Courts would be wvorse
than thec Inquisition. The wv1o1e apparatiis of law inust needs be dispenscd wvith.
It weuld be palpably cruel anud unjust to try, senten~ce, aind. punislu thiose ivie
wei'e not responsible for wvhat they did. Wbait is an action, but the ofl'sprinig

of houlit otfelin, o doir-tle wrlzngoutof hatiswithin? Hlabits

"iAs a nan tliinketh in~ /ds lieart, 30 is lie." Iii notliing is this coinuexýon More
apparent than iii regard to religion. The infidel nd the indifferent May brave

athey please with t ue hackncyed couplet

riFor, modes of riaitb, jet graceless zealots figlut,
His can't be wrong whose life is in the right."

Yet the beliaviour is invariably influenced by the belief. Wluy dees the Pagan
differ froin the Maluometan ~ud the genuine Christian~ from botlî Why -do
custoins prevail ln the lands of the Crescent, and of rldols, tlîat w~ouild lie at once
frowned dowvmî in the lands of the BibleI To the rcligious systeins exis;tiug il,
each wc mnust trace the difféerence. It is ail the difference that exists betweten
the Shasters and the Koran, and the Bookc of God. XVe kniowv liowv the prineiple:s
of infldelity hlave told on its votaries. The lives of prominent infidels tlîat hiave
been givel-i to flic world shew this. Is the mental and moral developinent cf
Romaniists xuot affccteil by the dogînas they liold I Compare Belgritum %viffi
]iolland, Italy with Scotlantid, Spain wvith iPrussia, Connaughit wvitl 'Ulster,
Massachusetts witli Mexico, thic two sections of our owiu Province witu ecdi
oti*ecri So witi IJnitarianism, Universalism, and ether false systemns. How eaiu
a man, for exampl e, lîold that there is no Hell, witluout its infllueneing bis habits!

The connexion between faitli and practice, between tlie creed and the conduct,
is abundantly manifest. If, thon, a man is ne more responsible for bis belief
than for Ilthé hue of bis skini or the hieiglit of bis stature," lioN eau blameNvor-
thiness belong to bis aets I howv can lie be held guilty at the bai' of any cartlY


