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THRE MASONIO LIERARY.

"'We Want thinkere, We Want them,"
Biid Coleridge, s3peaking of the bigotry
and superstition of the churcli in hie
dây, and there ie a sense in which the
xpresion, is applicable t<> Masonry.

We Want intelligent Masons, we wan t
lihem. We want Maeons who eau
gîve a good resson for the faith that
ie within them. Masonry bas a ricli
and varied literature, Muoh of it as
fasoinating as romance; yçt it ie a
fact, that a very large proportion of
its members are groping in darlinehis
se far as a knowledg-e of ite bistory,
qiymboliemn, and jurisprudence, is con-
cerned. Ask the first man yon meet
te give you, a definition of Masonry,
that will indiv.idualize and dietiuguisn*
it from ail other Orders, and the
chances are that lie wuld be non-
plussedl. IL miglit even puzzle him
to explain the meaning of the emblems'
lie wears suepended from bis watch-
ebain. Many who pass as "1briglit
Masens," who are proficient and
lIriek in degreeiem, ritualisin, and
ceremonial, the use of mystic signa
sa wrde, voulu fini themselves
greatly confused in attempting to
give an intelligible accounit of the
traitions of the fraternity, ana the
dloctrinal significance of iLs imposing
symbolism. They have the ferm, not
the substance, of Masonzy.

Ana this ignorance je largely owing
te the carelessnese of our officiais and
lodges, in providing the nieans cf in-
formation. Ana there je ne possible
excuse for Vhie state cf things. In
ail cur large towns and chies, it would
moet be difficuit Vo find lodge-rooms.
mamptuously furnisee aud brilliant-

Iy lighted, ana the officers dlecorated
im costly jevels, that have not the
nncleur cf a Iibrary. The money
that je annuallv spent in banquets,
lianners, paradeés,_ and pageantry,
ivould be amply sufficient to endow
the lodge -with a well-selected collec-
tion cf Masonio books, magazines,
ana papers. «With ç, littie enoucmy,
zmnda trifiing sacrifice, every Lodge,

Ch'apter, Council, and Commandery,
could. have a gobd library and reading-
roomattacheatotheir respective Eûlle.

It is a duty that we owe te the
young neophyte we encourage te
corne amaong us, He je usually
tauglit that A~here are immutable
signe and phrases that lie should
learn by heurt, and be able to repeat
readily, and Vhs je weIll je indispens-
able. But, if he je of an inqniring
turn of mind, lie soon finds that
these antique phrases, and fixed
signe, are merely the alphabet cf
Masonry, the cabala that enelirines
an occait ecience and history. He
goee on climbing through the Vwilight
the mystie ladder, hoping to find ini
the strange, 'turretted heiglit and
cupola cf the ancient temple, the
hidden glory, but only finde a new
vocabulary. He enlists in the army
of crusaders, etarte with pilgrim 8taff~
ana scrip to the Holy Land, confident
that near the sepulchre and place of
Crucifixion, lie may fiud the grand.
sun-buret cf glory; but everywhere
liefinde ritual and ceremony, page-
antry and dril, of which lie soon
grows -weazy. He 'woul& penetrater
the arcana of inystery, the wondrous-
symbolism, as explained by Rebold,
Folger, Findel, and Hughan; or
woven jute liquid verse by such poete
as :Rob. Morris; but there is no orne
te show hirn the way. He bas been
iuvited to a feast, but the elegant
dishes are empty. He Puks for bread,
and je given a stone; and thie will
ever be, so long as we are nable te-
lead. our brother into a zoom adjoin-
ing the hall, riohly supplied, with the
treasures of Masonic lore, as inter-
preted and expounded by our great
historians, jurisconsulte, poets, ana
thinkers.

Ana now see how this worhe. Our
young neopbyte lias threaded his way
througli the carriculum of degresism.
He lias a good memory, and can re-
peat, with parrot-like exactnese, its
ritual ana ceremoniab. He je pro-
ficient in the wvorI-, ana is eieote& te
a Warden's chair, and. aspires te fill


