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but few in niurber, and they represent-
cd a feeble constituency, yet they
took uipon thcînselv'es the responsi-
bility of forniing a new organisation, to
w~hic;) they gave the nanite of "hGn
ci-al Grand Encanipient of Knights
Teînplar and the Appendant Orders
for the United States." This was the
birth of the organisation now known
as the Grand Encanipnient: of the
UJnited States. It was begun iii weak-
ness, and was the work of a few earnest,
bold so-uls, who l)elieved that a more
effect iv~e organisation was necessary to
the lvelfaire of Templar Nlasonry, and
tespecinllv to prevent the possible con-
fusion and conflict liable to arise frorn
several grand bodies attempting to ex-
cercise jurisdiction over the sarne terri-
tory.

'rie first Triennial of the Grand
Encamnent, hield in New York, îSzq),
was attended by lawful representatives
fromi only two grand bodies, aibeit,
there wvere visiting Knighits from several
localities wvhere the order had beconie
known. For forty ycars the Gen-
eral Grand Encanipment cont inued
to five and act under the con-
stitution that %vas forniulated at Newv
York in igî6. XVithin that period but
few amendînents were made in the
governiing lawv. During the first de-
cade after the formiation of the national
body there wvas a steady inicrease in the
rnenibership and influence of the
Order, but wlien thiea-nti-MNasonie storii
lswlept over the 1-nd it suffered a serious
retrogression. The Genieral Grand En-
carnpnicnt, hiowever, main Lai ned its
Orgaîî isatilon, exercised a wholesonie
supervision ov'zr its subordinates, hield
its Triennial meetings and wvaited
Jor the revival to corne. l'le Trien-
niai Conclave herld at Hartford, Conti.,
in 1S36, rnay be regarded as the turn-
ing point in the fortunes of M,-asoie
Templarisrn. Emitment Masons and
Teiplars lwoughit their best îhoughts
to bear ulion the work of re% ising the
constitution, adaipting and directing
the Order as to bring it to a larger
measure of b)lessing and accomplish-
nient.

Frorn that timie forward, progress and
prosperity hiave rnarked the wva) of the
lemnplar Institution. The Order has
a prescrit niembership oif sorte i 10,000.

Thure are forty Grand Commnanderies
wvhich acktiowledgýe the authority of
the Grand Encamipment of the United
States ; and these Grand Commander-
les include 950 subordinates. Besides
these there are soîne thîirty other local
Commanderies wvhich hold a relation of
direct allegiance: to the Grand En-
campmrent. 'l'le progress of the
Order since the formation of the Na-
tional Body in iSi6, when there
were but eiglit or ten Templar oganisa-
tions ini the ]and, witli a total miember-
Shir) not exceedingr zoo, is, indeed,
wvonderfu1 to consider. 'l'le growvth
and prosperity of the Templar Order
are attested not only, iii a numerical in-
crease of imem-ber-ship, but in augmnent-
,ed resources and a broader sweep of
opportunity and usefuiliess for the
institution.

If a specific statement of the pur-
poses and mission of the miodern
Order of Temnjlars is requestcd, atten-
tioiàn ay be directed to the printed
proceedings of Templar hodies; to the
requirements wvhich are known to be
laid uponi ail who seek admission to
the Order, and to, the expression of
the letter and spirit of Masonic Tcrn-
plarism, as its character and aims are
set forth 1) those wvho may rightly
dimii to lie expositors of the systeni.
By such, testimony it w~ill appear that
the TIeniplar Order is jledged to,
chiarity and good works in the things
of related life; that it seeks to bring
grenerous -and large-niinded Brethren
into the fellowship, of a noble and mag-
nanirnous Order, to be therein re-
rninded of their comnion vows and
Pledged faith in one D)ivine Lord ; to
look upon the saine wveli understood
signs of Christian truth and redemp-
ti'îm, no les-, than to cultivate the
courtesies and enjoy the festivities
which brighten and swcetcn this 'vorld
of ours, and augmient the zest of hrnnan
living.

Masonie Templarism represcnts,
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