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the advantage, as regards mere per-
sonal appearance,

* Smithers,” sald IFalconbridge, Iny-
ing down the glass on the bed, * I in-
tend playlng o practical Juhe upon the
prupit of New Yuth, and juu willhave
to assist me,”

“Yery well, my lord,” replied the
valet,

“1cam. biete, partly v see the couns
try, and wholly to enjoy my sty Swmith-
ers, and I have come to the couclu-
sfon, I can du ucither in this iy, so
long as @ runain mysdf. 1 shadl  Le
simply  Lordd to with pouple
I dun't want to see, and vited to
houses, 1 doun't care tu go fntu, so my
plan is that you shall do all this for
me,”

“I, my lord!” caclaimed the ralet,
in astonishm.ent.

“You," returned bis lordship «ahin
Iy, " You may dress yoursdli w o)
clothes, call and leare my curd on
those whose names I will give you,
take my place at table, and n short
you shall be Lord Falcoubridge for the
pext few days, and I will be Willlam
Smithers, at your gervice. I don't sup-
pose these Yankees will find out the
difference, so long as you are careful,
and it will relieve me of & confounded
lot of bother.”

This ridiculous, and somewhat con
temptible scheme, wns carried out,
master and man changed places, out
side the Brunswick suite of rooms that
is, nud while Smithers personated Lord
Talconbridge to the best of his abil-
ity, the latter donned in a tweed suit,
rather too large for him, went about
all over the city, as unnoticed as he
would have been in London. His Lord-
ship was highly entertained to learu
from the papers, that Lord Faicon-
bridge, of Bicksley Park, Devonshire,
England, was extiemely  affuble, and
had shown much interest in the mam-
moth stores of A. T. Stewart, and H.
B. Claflin. In the afternos ., so the pa-
per stated, he drove in the park, with
Mr. and Miss Van Higgin, whom he
also accompanied to the theatre in the
evening, N, B.—Miss Van Higgin gives
an At home ' on Wednesday evening,
and the frequenters of fashionable so-
siety will be pleased to hear, that Lord
FFalcunbridge has accepted an invitae-
tion to attend. Lord F. is a fair
height, has o fine manly appearance ;
drops his h’s like most of his country-
men ocecasionally, and speaks with an
English accent,

** Not s0 bad, for a beginning, Smith-
ers,” said Falconbridge, laughing, *but
who are these Van Higgins 2"

‘Can't say, my lord,” replied Smith-
ers, **you gave me @ letter and your
card for them, and they are very press-
ing in their attentions.”

duatly,

HTHE HRNTIDOTE®

** Oh, they are very pressing in their
attentious, are they ?”’ remarked I'al-
conbridge, grinning. * How do they
shuw thelr pressure, Smithers 27

Weull, my lurd, they ask me to thelr
vusy, take me vut driving in entral
I'ark, and give me a seat in their boa
at the theatre.”

*Very good, Smithers, Let me know
how the At hume® goues off, and then
I thisk I shall go off tv Niagata or
somewhere,”

The At hume” was a great suceess
and Quite the event of the scason, overy-
boudy 1n Mew York was there, that is
everybody whu was anybody at all,
youu unlerstand,

The rooms were brilliantly lighted,

and yery beautiful Madeline looked in

her capacity as hustesy, for hers was
.

a complexion, which would stand any
amount of light, and her smile itself,

Lrightened up all those, who came withe-
in its influence. Of course Madeline
wag well aware, that she was receiving
not a few who would never have cone,
but fur the prescoce of areal Mve lord,
but shc was supremely uncounscious in
her demeanoe of that fact. Do not sup-
pose, my dear madum, that I am acus-
ing your daughter of being so world-
Iy or so English as to run after a
title; God forbid! Icould see, I as-

sure you, that it was the accident to
your dearest child’s train, which de-
tained you in the neighborhood of your
hostess, until the man, you all thought
was Lord Falconbridge, made his bow
and passed, and then it was unmirtak-
eably the crowd, which pusihed you both

into such close proximity to him. You
also, sir, altaough there had been a
coolness between you and Mr. Van Hig-

gin, merely wished to practice that

Christian quality, forgiveness, when you
made your appearance on the evening
in question, agd lingered round Van
Higgins, addressing him by his first
name of Washington, which you had
not done for months, and it was of
course a bu -iness appointment, (at 10

p. m.), whicun you suddenly remember-

ed, that caused you to hur.y away,
after Van Higgin had introduced the
guest of the cvening to several near
him, but omitted you.

The crowd thickened, therc were the
Vanders, and the Asterbilts, in all their
glory, and several began to remark,
that they could not see anything par-
ticular in this specimen of England's
aristocracy, but it i8 curious, that these
observations emanated from those who
elther had not heen presented to Lord
Falconbridge, “alias” Willlam Smith-

ers, or had no marriageable daughters.

Speakiag personally, I would rather
walk twenty miles to win one smile
from Madelige, than I would ride ten
to spend & whole evening with Lord

IFaleconbridge, and so far from the Amer-
lcan girl being honored should she suc-
ceed in becoming allled with that nob-
leman, I consider the honor would be
all un the other side. There is Guy Ral-
ston, a sort o! cousin of Van Higgin,
standing by Madecline’s slde for a mo-
ment after his arrival, who, though
enly o clvil engincer or surveyor, with
his way to make tn the world, would
in my hnmble judgment, be a xuud deal
better ccnsort for the beautiful heiress,
than Lord Falconbridge, and Guy ap-
pears tu be of that vpiniva himself, for
he glared savagely at Mr. Smithers,
as he went by and presently whisper-
ed, “Idon't take much stock ia him,
Madeline,”

** Husli, Guy, you do not know who
may be listening,” said his covsin in
o meaning tone.

- He that hath eato to hear, let him
hear,' ** retoried Guy, but he did not
menn it all the same.

** When are you going away you fool-
fsh boy ?" asked Madeline, ~h0 being
twenty years of age looked upon Guy
Ralston, who was twenty-three, a8 &
youth in his teens.

* Next wecek, I think.”

“ 8o soon-—well come and 3ee me be-
fore you go—ah, how do you do, Mrs.
Fitzsimmons, so glad you are here.”
“Guy take Mrs, Fitzsimmons, andgive
her some coffee.” and Madeline turned
to other guests, leaving Guy ovut-
wardly very grave and calm, vut boil-
ing with rage within. The fact was,
Ralston fancied himsell madly in love
with Madeline, whereas the latter, »i-
ihougk ‘ond of her cousin, 34 not feel
that way in the least towards him,
and tireated him very much as she
would have done a ycunger brcther
home fcr the holidays. Besides it was
ridiculuus, for the young fellow to sup-
pose, she could devote much of her time
to him on such an occasion. After re-
celving her guests, Madeliue had to look
after them, as a good lostess should,
and though the crush was tremendous,
the band had struck up a waltz, and
several young ladies required to be pro-
vided with partners. Fortunately the
spuposed Iord Falconbridge, kiowing
as much nbout dancing as an elephant,
does of ylaying the flute, managed to
slip nwgy early, when the crowd dim-
inished nstantly in the most astonish.
ing mauner, leaving plenty of room
for those who remained.

There was a long account in the pa-
per next day of the entertainment, with
a list of those present, and a high com-
pliment was paid to the Van Higgins;
Lord Falconbridge, so the paper said,
admitting the whole affair was cqual
to anything he had seen in London or
Paris,

Poor Madeling, it was some time be-
fore she discovered tb~ trick which had
been played upon b-., and it taught-her
to be more “American,” in the better
sense of the word, than she had been
before; Amecrican I mean, in judging
men by honest worth and not by mere

title,
To be continued.
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