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>RUNJNG should be (considered as
a systemn of education for the tree
or plant-an effort on the part

man to assist nature in developing
e form and shape that we wi5h, or

near to that as possible, without
ing violence to its natural habit. To
st accomplish this we must commence
th the young tree as it cornes from
e nursery, either before, or immedi-
ely after it is set in the orchard,
cide on the height at which. to
rrn the head, and prune as near to that
possible. Next, the position of the

anches forming the head must be
nsidered. They should spring from
single leader. Neyer ailow two equal
anches to stru £yple for masterv. or there

full development of that perfect form
whikh allows the sunlight to find al
portions of the tree.

These may be considered as general
principles that may be applied to, alI
orchard trees. It must be borne in
mind, however, that it is impossible
to make trees follow any set pattern or
form; not only bas each tree its own
individuality but each variety bas its
own peculiar habit of growtb. These
habits and peculiarities should be care-
fully studîed, so that pruning may be
done to advantage, without doing too
much violence to nature.

Old trees tliat have been neglected
will frequently need more severe treat-
ment. Dead and diseased branches must
first bcecut off, and others that are mn
the way or too much crowded taken
out. Care must bc taken. however.

pruned ini ürdcr to throw theni mnto
bearing. This can frequently be ac-
complished ini t he third year. In this
way the bare centres can be clothed
with foliage and eventually with fruit.

Extra care Must be taken to preserve
ail the fruit spurs possible.' Many
varieties. formn fruit spurs on large limbs
and continue bearing for several years.
These in timie becomne brittle and are
easily 'broken, but are, seldom replaced.
Piecers and pruners are apt to bc care-
less and thoughtless. Thcey must. be
taught to have more respect for those
little spurs, and, instead of destroying
themn, try to induce the growth of more.
This may, not seem to corne witlin the
purview of pruninig as a subject, but it
is of too muchi importance to be Iost
sight of.

ln cutting branches fron tre 'es there
is usually only one place where it can be
advantageously done; that is as close
to the trunk or main branch as possîble,,
without making the wound larger than
necessary. By this methGd the wotdlds
heal over most quickly, and the trees
are least disfigured. Thuis rule holds
good for limbs of all sizes.

AIl pruning tcols must be in good
order and perfectly shaxrp; otherwise
the work cannot Éé neatly donc, an~d
the wounds wiil not heal readily. AUl
wound s over one inch i diameter should
be painted imnmediately. Many years'
experience bas sboxvn that nothiùn. is
better for the puirpose than pure whilte


