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Although still young, our Province has already been called to
mourn the removal of not a few of ber gifted sons, who have sever-
ally adorned the differont walks of publie life. In weight of
character, wealth of manhood. and width of human'sympathy, the
late Chief Suporinter"ent of Education stood amongst the foremost
and mightiest of them all.

Egerton Ryorson was a man of rare diversity.of gifta of remark-
able energy, and of abundant mental rosources. It would hava buen
easy for hin to haie excelled in any one sphereof human greatness,
but it was his to stand high in several. Ho was a nany-sided man ;
richly endowod in various ways. Ho was a laborious fariner, a
zealousgtudent, a succossful toacher, an eminent preacher, a prom-
inent ecclesiastic, an influential editor, a forciblo writer, a sagacious
counsellor, a most efficient principal and prof essor, but he ws chiefly
noted as a great public educationist.

For a third of a century he was the head and in4piring genius of
our school systeni, establishing, moulding, adapting, controlling it;
and this, the main work of his lifo, will ondure, and command in ihe
future, as it has in the past, the admiration of all both at home and
abroad. During aRl theso years ho was the teacher's tiuo friend,
and the ardent well-wisher of the young. Hie sympathies-tonder
and true-as helpful as they wore healthy, went out to ovory earnest
worker, whether in acquiring or inparting knowledge. The enquir-
ing left his premnce directed ; the downcast, chered ; the doubtful,
confirmed.

Unselfish, generous, disinterested, ha devoted himsolf wholly to
his work. How often did his lip quiver and hie eye fillwhen lie
addressed the gatheringå. of teachers and pupils upo whom ha
looked not only with the eye of a patriot, but of a parent,-"Ye
are my children ail."

We can never forget him; we profoundly mourn Our lass; wC
fondly cherish his memory. Affection, gratitude, a sense of what
is due to so eminent a man, imupel us ta perpetuate that mcmory in
some suitable way, which will render such a noble life an inspiring
example to young men now and in the coming days.

In obedience then to one of the purest and loftiest instincts of
our nature, let us unite in paying a coniiii tribute of admiration
and regard to the memory of him to whoin wo all sustained a com-
mon relationship, and to whom wa also, without distinction as ta
nationality, political preferenes, or religious belief, can pay sincere
homage, as the founder of our proet excelent and comprehensive
system of education.

In honouring him we do honour ta our common country, and re-
cagnize our obligation to pay fitting homage to the great men of our
Dominion whose names, with hie, are inscribed high upon the roll

that overy man is more or les concerned with it, and has got his
own notions rogarding it. Formed as these generally are, not upon
a search into principles, but according ta the bias or tendoncy of the
individual, it is not ta be wondered at that opinion regarding its
subjects, mothods, and results should be so conflicting. One man
would limit the subject to the throo R', another would embraco
whatever subjecta are required to fit the pupil for the business of
life. Ona man ignores method, and makes knowledge paramount,
another subordinates knowledge ta method. One man believes that
Lie diffusion of oducation will diminish crime, another belioves
nothing of the kind-"it may give it a different direction,but statis-
ticé prove that it does not diminish it." Thus the contest lias been
going on for many years, and will continue until fundamental prin.
ciples are generally know a and recognizcd.

What is the grand ideal underlying all this agitation, all this in-
tercet, all this dosiro for the diffusion of oducation i la itjnerely
that the pupil may be crammned with so much knowledge? Dnes the
man who would limit the subject of instriction ta the threo R's ask
for simple knowledge? Does he not expect faculty-faculty to read
words and sentences distinctly, to handle the pen and form letters,
and to manipulate numbers? To aim at this, is to aim at endowing
the pupil with a power which he had not before. This, as far as it
goes, is capacity acquired through the instrumentality of these sub-
jecta. When the Province, at the beginning of the century, granted
£10 to each parish ta encourage only two of the threo R's-Reading
and Writing, it intended that the pupils should acquire the power
to rend and write-that they should be trained to do the things
specified. When Lord Brougham, after the French Revolution,
sounded the note.of the education of the people, it is true that the
favorite phraze was the diffusion of knowledge among the people-
useful knowledge. But there accompanied it the aphorism which is
still current-" Knowledge is power." Knowledge is not in itself
power. Power is the result of the effort put forth ta acquire know-
ledge. It would then seem that unless the diffusion of education
gives faculty, power, capacity, the grand national idea underlying
education is not realized.
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