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‘land in migerable rhyme, and accompanied by a lithograph of
a gchool board in session, seated on'a car of Juggernaut, which
is orushing under its gigantioc wheels the poorer classes of free-
born Englishmen. Even the -shingles seem to be rising from
the roofs of the houses' in honest indignation at the terrible
ravages of the awful Public School system, His, Satanio
Majest'?', in all the dignity of scales, claws, hoofs, and tail, is
euthusiastically giving his blessing to the ladies and gentlemen
of the school board for so effectively doing his work. - NGt
witlistanding such dodges, the Board system continues to make
rapid advancetaent in gaining the sympathies of the English
people.

Y

—A. correspondent of the London Schoolmaster Writes as ful-
lows in relation to Penny Banks : "

‘The valus of Penny Banks in echools is recognized by the
Education Department, who now require returns of them in the
grmted forms for school accounts. us children, who have pence

ut not often’shillings at their command, are trained early in hab-

its of thrift, Nor is the benefit confined to the children, for it has.

been found that the influence of the school acts upon-thie parents;
.and brings home to them the value of these institutions. The
Yorkshire Penny Bank, which has now more than 500 branches,
ds doing great good in this way. Tlhe actuary of one branch wrote
a short time ago to the central office—‘I kuow for a fact that
drunkards will often give money to.their children fo put in the
bank, which otherwise would be spent in the public-house. These
children will in time, no doubt, exercise great influence over their
purents, and probably lead to their reformation.’ In ce,
where tixe School Penny Bank system has had an extraordinary
development, the influence of.ch.iﬁren upon their parents has been

.found moyt remarkable.. While it is imposeible to establish the|

Jarger savings’ tank ia every parish, penny banks will furmish
-places of deposit acee;uabletoryalﬁ” ’ pe y’. , .o :

A’ company -is' being organized to try the exporiment in

Toronto, Such institutions are working successfully in some
of the United Statés cities. ' :

L

—The Lanceét has addrbesed the following series of - questions
to mansgers of private schools in. England. They ave suggesi:
ive to teachers of hygiene, aud some of them should command
the attention of Trusteo Boaxls : N ~

erslly? 2. Were the premises now appropriated as a school-house
built for that purpcse, or adapted ? a’h&t is the mature of ‘the
ground on which the building stands ¥ Daacribe the losality, and
"give partioulars as to climalic conditions. 3. What cubic air-space
Iasliowed- to each slesper in the dormitories or bedrooms?. 4,
‘What is the sizy of the apartment used as a schoolvroom, and how
many cubic féet of air-space is tlhere for each pupil?” 5. Whatisthe
‘otdinary diet, a8 fo the guantity and ¥ind of foud, and how are the
neals distritmted? 6. What {ime is spent in -school-work, and
what houra are devoted:wholly to play ? - State.tha-honrs.of retir-
.ing to bed and of rising, and mention tlié arrangementa foryisiting
the sleeping apartments at unexpecied times. 7. What cases of
illnesa ocourred in the echool ‘during the years-1878-9, and what
has been the genéral stats of health in the establishmient? If any
‘epidemic discass “has visited the school, pleaso state the cironm-
_stan:eg.— 8. What are the ;szz:l]taty A i t?gnta gﬁﬂ?'m s?obhsﬁ-
‘ment as régards drainage, closets, lavatories, bathing, towels,
gff’ & 9. What provision ismade for the isolstion gl” casen of
10, What wystera of medical-inspection is adopted:? - Does & medi>
. eal man systematically visi} the.estak
only attend when called in to-ireat a case of sickness 7°. -

| their charge as for *“gutter children only.”

' * . |ing information:.:
%1, How many:boarders have'you; and what are their ages, gen- |-

eotious or conitagions disesse in -the event of a sudden attack ¥

visij the establishment, or does the * doctor’ | teschers, amistant: ’ pﬂ&ll -
Lo $8,088 in 1870 {0 73,050'in 1678. . Now, thatisthe outoome of the
- | firat nine years by the compuls ry sysiem of educaiion. It is'alto-" -

~Our readers will be able t» judge of the present position
of the * Spelling Reform " movement in England by the fol-
lowing patition, which has been prepared by the Spelling Re-
forra Association : '

To the Honorable the Commons of Great Britain and Ireland in
Parliament assembled. The humble petition of all the persons
present at a public meeting, held in the theatre of the Sociéty of
ABm, in John Street, Adelphi, on Thursday, the 20th January,
1880, sheweth: 1. That the. existing rode of spelling the words
of the English language s sltogether devoid of aystem, and entirely
fails to attain the main objest of written lauguage, which is to ex-

ress scunds by means of convenient and consistent symbols. 2.

'hat this anomalous and chaotic spelling, in addition to many
aother gerious defects, is the cause of one evil of the. greatest mag-
nitide, namely, the incaloulablp waste of time that results from
endeavoring to enable children in schools f0 overconie its difticu:l-
ties ; 8o that out of the few years which can be given to instruction
by the bulk of the population an altogether disproportionate shaxe
is allotted to the mepre machinery of knowledge, .instead o2 to
knowledge itself. 3. That the natural tendency of written lan-
guage to adapt itself téo the spoken tonéue is arreated and counter-
acted in Eng?and by the practice of Goverament Ins vs and”
other examining officers, by whow no credit is_given (but, on the
contrary, censurs) to any spelling but the ordinary.ome. Whoxe-
fore your petitioners humbly pray.your Honorable House—1. To
declare your opinion to be in conformity with the present shewing.
2. To 'agopt legialative means for holding an inquiry into the des
rability and practicability of a reformed system of Englirh spell-
ing, 3. And above all, to,}):u an enactment whereby all- Govern-
ment Inspectors of schools and all examining officers shall be
authorised and enjoined to accept and give credit to spelling based
upon other systems than that now in ordinary use with a view to
determining by experiment whether and to what extent the adop-
tiou of any such othe;:l{stem may be practicable and advisable.
And your petitioners will ever pray, &c. . :

- .

EDUCATION IN ENGLAND. ,
The return of the Gladstene Ministry to power in. England
will undoubtedly greatly benefit the cause of popular education.

‘| We need not fear that the Heads of the Education Department

will disgrace their ponitions by speaking of the-schools .under
Mr. fMun@egu,
who is, in reality, the Mrnister of Education, delivered:an
address to his conatituenta recently, on the occasion of his ve.
election, in the course of ‘'which he gave the following intoxp‘qb-
“The Englisk.nsople have been very slow to_realize the neves-
sity for national education, but having taken it in hand it.is simgz'
marvallous, it is prcdigious, the -wondrous sirides education:

made in this country: Now let me just for a moment or two call
your attention to-the most recent statistics. of the Department over
which I have control; and you will carcy away with you a .few
thoughts which will convey to-you better than any longer . descrip-
tion what has been the cha during . the short period: of nine
‘years. In 1870, Mr. Forster-passed his Education Adt. - That'Act
did-not comie iuto opavation until the very end of the. year, and it
was in Novefaber or Deocembier’ that the first School Board ‘was
elected. Thesa are the statistics for 1879, the.last year of our edu-
cational work. In 1870, the number of -schools inspected by Her
Majesty's ]m;h)%ohm were 8,281, In 1879 they were17,186.  The
scholars. for whom education was-provided. in 1870 were ‘1,878,584,
In 1879 thers were plaves in ou ~ohools forr 4,142,224. - In.1870the
scholars on .the .achool register—not in daily: attendance, but
‘wn the registers—were 1,608,069. 1n 1879 there were 3,710,883,
The scholars who were -present: on the iay’ of .inspection to--be
sxamined by Her Majesty's Inspectors. in 1870 were 1,434,768. .In.
1879 there were 2,122,672; and the army of - teachers—oertificatod. -
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