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pressed down by two levers with weights; it is
thea turned by a board behind, and comes out
o ver the upper part of the two under rollers, re-
ceiving the pressure of the fluced parts in the
five rollers, which deliver it on a board in the
front indented by the action of the saveralrollers;
it is then ready to be handed over to the scutch-
ers in the mill to be cleaned out, thatis, the shives
or short wood, taken out by the action of scutch-
ing handlea.

Although I admit those rollers do the work to-
lerably well when carefully attended, I cannot

Lbut condemnn them, and all the inventions I have

my men to work day and night, as those workers
are puid by weight for what they clean or scutch,
there is always great logs in t\eit being #0 hurri-
ed by the owners. Much of the finer fibres are
cut up and lost in the stem, or wood, and the ends
of the flax alsd much cut away. I consider the
sys:em of paying workers by weight a very bad
one, as the loss, if the flax had got too much wa-
ter, and turns out soft, is very great, when hurri-
ed over; this has been ascertained by weighing
1 cwt. of rough flax, and having it scutched by
hand at home, and comparing it with the same
weight done in the mill ; there ismuch room for

yet seen for that purpose, for two reasons: first,, improvement in the scutching department of the
they are dangerous, and men often lose their arms, business. I have also anotier reason for con-
thus: the flux will sumetimes go wrong in them, | demning the system of stecping the year it is
and men forget themselves, and in attempting to, pulled. The Belgians keep it cver to the next
rectify the flax their hands are caught by the | season, and I believe the flax is the better for it;
rollers ; another reason of vbjecio is, the flax;in my opinion the fibre absorbs all the oil or sap
is fiequently much tossed, and delivered uneven, | from the wood or stalk, and from its being kept
and this causw. much waste or loss in the scutch- | over year, the wood becomes quite brittle, and it
ing or cleaning process, therefore I intend to re- | 1equires less tine in the water to cause it to quit
connuend a mackine free of all danger, that will ; the fibre ; therefore, I must believe that to grow
Lireak or indent it, in a lying position, without and manage the flax plant to perfection, time
tussing or making it uneven, whick Iam prepared ; must be lovked to in every stage of the process,
fo prove will be a vust saving in the scutching. | and as the watering or soaking should not be done
Seutching.—In the mill at the scutching stalk | till the year after growing, it is my opinion that
or board it is prepared for market ; and as it is, the secret in knowing how to grow and obtam
very eaay to convert any old coin mill into a; a fine fibre and an abundant erop is to be found
scateds ¥aid, T shall describe the simplicity of the, out by pioper attention to this in all the stages ot
machivery. ‘The common fly-wheel used for | the process.
driving sicnes in a corn-mill, will drive a shaft; Effects end Use of Flaz-water.—1 was often
far 6 or 12 wmen 10 scutch at ; on the end of this struck with astenishment after rain in the months
shaft a small spur-wheel is fixed, with cogs cal- | of September and October to see the great nam-
culated te work on the face of the fly-wheel. This, ber of large trout dead in the water course to my
xhafi has from 6 1o 12 pair cfarms driven through " mill, from the effects of the water which had
tt froin 33 1o 4 feetapurt ; on those arms are fixed been let off fiomn the several pits in the neighbor-
shortswords or handles of beech, one on each end ; ' hood where flax had been soaked. Iam glad 10
those arms, crossed in the shaft, revolve according find that even the water in which it 1s steeped
to the power let on the water-wheel or engine, can be tmned to a good account. Some of the
und pass round within from § to 1inch of an up- members of the Belfast Society have been rymg
right and staticnary standmid made of hard wood , experiments, and find that it can be returned to
(culled the scutching stalk,) over which the mun the land in the shape of nanure. 1 shouid think
or scutcher holds two-thirds of a handful of flax bog-carth thrown mto such weter would Le, when
cailed a streik,) under those swords, keeping a _taken out, valuable,
tight Lold of the other one-third until the large”  Ilaving given an outline of the plan of operation
portion is clean, when he tuns the other end of, by which I and others have been successful m
the streik, and ina similar way feeds the swords, caltivating flex, and having watched the mode
over the scutching stalk, until by the action of, of management pursued by othersin Ireland, who
taose swords the last of the wood, or stem, on had year after year prime flax, I cannot jmagine
which the flax grew is dusted, or driven out,%how men can be g0 prejudiced as to assert thut
Jeaviug the fibresall together, like sene hundreds; the grewing of flaxis a lottery. I am awaie
of narrow ribbands. The roilers are also driven ; that it is not every man who wants t0 do so can
by a lying shaft, from the face of the fly-wheel.: arow it of £ie quality; he must give time to

This is the whole process, as followed up in Ire-
land by those who are endeavouring to comypete
with their more experienced rivals the Belgiane:
formerly they all watered their flex when pulled,
in order to have it early in the market, 1o meet
the payment of their November rents; but this
maode of anagement cannot be oo strongly con-
deured ; and agitis wuch againat the interest of
the grower, I shell point ont the cenor: firs,
thos# per-ons glut the warket in Oci., Nov,, nnd
Dec., aid so anxicus are they to hinve their flaa
carly ta market, that often have I Lad to allow

bring his ground into a proper state of enltivaricn,
Added to this, as there a1e a great number of
farmers un'nformed of the value &nd variety in
quality of flax, they must have Belgian teachers,
or be guided by the Beigian system of manage-
atent, b fuie they can compete with our foreign
neighboms: however. I do not despair of therwr
| snecess when hnowing e sesult of several expe-
i raments madie by gemilemen in Norfolk who have
piodaced filie equal o the best Belgian, and T
Qave pieasare mnfonming them that Ihave heen
lately favored with letters from seme of e most
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