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pressed down by two levers with weights; it is my men to work day and night, as those workers
then turned by a board behind, and cones out are paid by weight for what they clean or scutch,
, îer the upper part of the two under rollers, re- there is always great loss in their being no hurri,
ceiving the pressure of the fluted parts in the ed by the owners. Much of the liner fibres are
five roUers, which deliver it on a board in the cut up and lost in the stem, or wood, and the ends
front indented by the action of the several rollers ; of the flax alb much cut away. I consider the
it is then ready to be handed over to the scutch- system of paying workers byt weight a very bad
era in the mill to be cleaned out,thatis, theshives one, as the loss, if the flax had got too much wa-
or short wood, taken out by the action of scutch- ter, and turns out soft, is very great, when hurri -
ing handles. ed over; this has been ascertained by weighing

Although I admit those rollera do the work to- 1 cwt. of rougha flax, and having it scutched by
lerably weil vhîen carefully attended, I cannot hand at home, and coniparing it with the saie
but condemn them, and all the inventions I have weigit done in the mill; there ismuch rooi for
yet seen for that purpose, for two reasons; first, improvenient in the scutching departnent of the
they are dangerous, and nen oftenlose their armis, business. I have also anomier reason for con-
thus: the flux will sometimes go wrong in themn, demning the system of steeping. the year it is
and men forget themselves, and in attempting to pulled. The Belgians keep it ever to the next
rectify the flax their hands are caught by the season, and I believe the flax is the better for it ;
rollers ; another reason of objecdo is, the flax in my opinion the fibre absorbs all the oi or sap
is fiequendy much tossed, and delivered uneven, fron the wood or stalk, and from its being kept
and this causo inuch vaste or loss in the scutch- over year, the wood becomes quite brittle, and it
ing or cleaning process, therefore I intend to re- lequires less tine in the water to cause it to quit
connuend a machine fiee of all danger, tiat will the fibre ; therefore, I must believe that to grow
break or indent it, in a lying position, without and manage the flax plant to perfection, time
tossirg or naking it uneven, which I an prepared must be louked to in every stage of the process,
tu prove will be a vzist saving in the scutching. and as the watering or soaking should not be done

Scutcling.-In the mill at the scutching stalk till the year after growing, it is my opinion that
or board it is prepaîed for market ; and as it is the secret in knowing liow to grow and obtami
v.nmy easy to convert any old coin mill into a a fine fibre and an abundant crop is to be found
svuzci. iiiJ, I shall describe the simiiphcity of the out by pioper attettion to this in ail the stages of
mîîachitie-y. ''lhe common fly-wheel used for the process.
drivting si( in a corn-mill, will drive a shaft Efécis and Use of Flax-wouter.-I was often
for 6 or 12 ien to scutch at ; on the end of this struck with astorisliment afier rain in the nunths
shaft a small spur-wheel is fixed. with cogs cal-, of September and October to see the great nuni-
culated to work on the face of the fly-wheel. This ber of large trout dead in the water couise to mny
shaft has fron 6 ro 12 pair ofarms driven iroughx mi1l, fron the effects of the water which hmad
it froma 3 to 4 feet apart ; on those armis are fixed been let off fion the several pits in the neighbor-
short swords or liandies of beech, one on each end; hood vhere flax lad been soaked. uni aglad o
those arms, crossed in the shaft, revolhe accordinge find that even the waîer in hîich it is steeped
to the power let on the water-wheel or engine, can be uined to a good account. Soine of the
and pars round within froin î to 1 inch ofan up. nemnhers of the Belfast Society have been trymag
riglt and stationary standaiù made ofhard wo.d experinents, and find that it can be returned to
(called the scutching stalk,) over which the mnan the land in the shape of manure. I should think.
or cutclier liolds two-thirds of a landful of flax bog-earth thrown into suuh we ter would Le, wheni
ýcaIled a streik,) under those swords, keeping a takei out, valuable.
tight hold of the otiier one-third until the large Iliving given an outline of ihe plan of operation
portion is clean, when he uis the vther end of by which I and others have been successful i
the streil, and in a siilar way feeds the sworde, cultiva ting flax, and having watched the mode
over the scutching stalk, unidil by Ile action of' of managemlenit pursued by others n Ireland,who
those swords the last of the wood, or sten, on had year afier year prime flax. I cannot imagine
whica the flax grew is dusted, or driven ont, how men can he so prejudiced as to assert _that
leaving the fibresall together, like sote hindreds the growing of flax Is a loitery. I ni awnîe
of narrow ribbands. The rollers are also driven that it is lot every nan who wants wo do so cati
by a Iying siaft, from the face of the fly-wheel. grow it of fîe quality ; lie iust give time to.
Th's is the Mhole process, as followed up iii Ire- bring hisground into a proper staite ofcultiviatic l.
land Jy those w%,ho are endeavouringr Io coipete Added to this, n- there aie a great nuiber of
witi their jnore expeiiencetd rivals the Belginns: inrmîers un'nfornwd of tht vah:e rnd variety mn
formerly they ail watered their flax when pu!led, quality of flax, they îmuwîst have 13gizn teachlew,
ii order to have it early in the market, to ieet or be guided by the Belgin systeni of anage-
the paynieiit of their Novemiîbrr rents; but thi- ment, b- foie tihy cat comlpete with our forcivn
mîîode ufîmanag-nient cannot be ton strongly con- neighb.s: however. I do not despair of their
dented ; and as it is imuchi îagainst lhe inteiest ofi s;ccess wheon knîow:ng ithe w-suh ofseveral expe-
Ihe grower, I shahl po.nt ont the enor: firs,, rat ts maidtke by enilemien in Norfolk who have
those jwr-ons glut the market in Oc., Nov., and odwared fiblfe equIlT o the best Belgian, and I
Dec., anad so anxuis are tbey to ai the:r f .a 'ive tè·arnii ininminig Ihei iltia t I.have been
eariy to market, that oftcn have I had to aliow lately f.tvored with lettets from some of .*e Most


