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have iarely the thorough-bred look we are accustom- | scarcely say—in the best spirit and with the best in-
ed to mn Baker Street, and at the exhibitions of the j tention. If we have not dene full justice tothis
Royal Agricultural Society. ‘Lhe crosses fiom them : hizhly prized fuwl we shall be enly glad to be better
“the Shropshire ” and others - may iather be tasen | informed.  Many, as well as ourselves may unot be
as the great feature in the sheep ; the Leiwcesters, i above theadvice.  Asitis, wegive the greatest credit
with one or two exceptions, making but a poorstand, | to Birmingham for kaving first iutroduced such a fea-
We certainly expected to have seen a better show of | ture mto agricultuial exlubitions. 1t must—it has—
them. t not only wonderfully improved and circulated our

Of pigs, fat and breeding, the entries were nume- best breeds, but it has ziven the ladies a direct inter-
rous, and almost all excellent. In both these divisions ; est in these siows they never had before. Itison
Sir Jobn Conroy exhioited 10 great advantage, with ¢ these two puints we join issue—Is the Cochin-hina,
s Aborlicld improved pig. “I'he best test for the | fowl such an impiovement on other sorts as to ranlk
at pigs was the eagerness with which they were | him, perhaps for a very long day. far beyond “ the

bought up, at wouderful advance on the pric- of las.
yewr. In fuct the sales generally were good; and
wh n we left there was litde prime stock in want of
buyers. In the small pigs for breeding we especially
commend two lots, <ent by Mr. Leigh Clare, of Bris-
tol, one of which obtained the first prize and medal.

Tuey weie a very fine sample of the improved Es-i

sex. T ough here again, in the pigs of Birmmgham.
purity is not generally bowed down to—at least as
the standaid of profiteble excellence.  But, after all

the great strength of the Birmingham show is cen-

tred in the ponlary.  For one man in a railway car-
riag - or a coffec-room that introduced himself with an
obseivation touehing the puints of a short-horn, or
the flavour of a south-down, twenty were learned in
Cochin Chinas, Country clergymen, ruse in wrbe
citizens, elderly gentlemen going on their own ac-
count, and s'mipliigs armed with unlimited orders,
were all intent on Cochin Chinas. It was not the
cattle show—the grand attraction was the “ Cochimn
Show.”  With the Birmingham Society rest~ the

credit of havinyg fivst called a'tentin to'a branch of
By .

lreeding 0 lovy and so stiangely negle~ied.
its influence the diflerent variedes of domestic biids
have been rapdly improved : and, appropriately
enough a' this last exhibition there was such a dis-
plav of pouliry as never betore was gathered together.
Dorhing, Game, Malay, Hawburg, pigeous, turkeys,
geese and ducks of almost every known kind, were

there, to be rewarded according 10 their seveial |

merils.  And extraodmary meiit there was, too, in
every ¢'ass; but still it was of bat secondary con-
sideration. " The mania—and it is now nothing short
of a mama~—tarns on the Cochin-China. We hear
commonly encugh of fifty or sixty guineas being

asked and given to1 a lot of four bitds; and we in-

quire i some ignorance may be, can this be warrant-
ed?  What super.oity has the Coclmn over the
Dorking or Game fowl?  Ifis appearance, for one
pont. is decidedly against him ; no oue we should
fancy. would ever aitempt to rate the Cocliu as a
hanasvwe bird.  Thetwo biceds we Lave just named
s well as many othersy arein this respect infinite.y
befue him. Is itin lavour? Lere, again, we ques-
tion very much whether ke can compare with the
Dorking or Game ; in fact, the resnlt of our own ex-
per.enee —limited, we admit—is that for the table he
is l{et’er crossed than whenserved upin all his native
puiity of size. Is 1t this size, after all, that is his
chief rece mmendattion 2 Wetiust not It with 1t
can be coapled early matwrity, and the hen bards be
depenled on as goud layers, the policy of encoura-
ging th b.eed may be admitted. These very puints,
howev.r.must of themselves tend rapidly 1o diminish
the extiavagant * faucy ” prices now given : and the
seoner th better.  We may then begin to consider
them as the common fum-yaid fowly ascertain how
economically they may be reared. and how, in reality,
they arc appreciaied. At present the breeding of the
Cochin-China is not, ag we would see it, the business
of the farmer’s wife and daughters, but rather the
hazardous speculation of the dealer, or the costly lux-
u'y of the amateur. We write—as we hope we need

pocket-money » of our wives and daughters?

OXFORD COUNTY—ITS RAPID PROGRESS.

In our last nuniber we noticed the publication
of the « Oxford Gazettcer > a highly creditable
work, showing in the most indisputable manner,
by statistical returns, the rapid and healthy pro-
gress which is making in that pioductive section
| of Western Canada. We are tempied to make

room for the follovsing atticle in a recent number

of the British American, published at Wood-
I stock, that our readers—particulurly those inthe
| Old Country—may sce that this Piovinee holds
. out strong inducements to all classes of iudus-
i trious and respectable settlers, where they may
achieve an honorable independence and avoid
those numerous drawbacks, which are more or
| less necessarily incidental to all strictly new set-
;tlements. In this age, and in a young, rising
_ country, the results which undera former state of
: things in the old states of Europe, would have
required centuries to develope, are successfully
I worked out in a single generation.

The rapid growth of mauy of the western towns of
.the neighboriug Union, has called forth expressions
of wonder from the tourist, and the columns of many
, 2 English publication have blazed forth the almost

migic creation of what are now densely populated
cities and mercantile marts.
The growtl of American towns is probably beycnd
precedeatin the annals of civilization and population ;
, but when we take all things into consideration, the
, hatura of the people, their speculative propensties
y and love o! change, acting on the raw material of a
new country, we cai reasonably account for this
wondrous result of human energy. Dor is the
; United States the only place where the same spirit ig
lmzunfes& Canada, though denied many facilities

i

which our neighbors posse-s, has not been behind in
improvement—even in localities where essent al ad-
vantages and the ordinary streams of business and
| travel seem to be wanting. In 1827 London was a
wildeiness, now it is asplendid town—a neuclus to
the indu-try of a rich, flourishing country. Guelph
in 1826 was carved out of a dense forest, now it is a
town uf no mean character.  Hamilton in 1330 was
in population what Woodstock now is, while in the
| numbet of goud stores and private buildings of the
better class it was far behind our present conditioh.
Nor isit merely in the settlement of our country, and
the erection of towns and cities, that we approach our
Amercan neighbors; our Educational Institutions
are creditable rivals to their more time-honored Col-



