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for himself and family, and that consists or
rather did consist of potatces, oatmeal, sour
coarse bread made from the worst of the wheat
or barley, with some salt meat, more or less,
according to the means of the land holder.

The mo-t that these people could do was to
live from year {o year, without anything
to spare. Then what must their situation
be when their only hope was swept away
at one swoop. 'I'he landowners were first
applied to, but they were in a very litls bet-
ter condition themselves. Those that bad
the means fled to America, and th-se that had
nothing remained to die of either famine or
disease.

The government, as soon as they were con-
vinced of the state of affairs, lost no time in
rendering assistance in the shape of loans of
money, to be expended in draining, and im-
proving lands. Root crops were cultivated,
and carrots, parsnips, turnips, and mangel
wurzel were grown by people that would as
soon have thought of growing lemouns or or-
anges three years previously. In the year
1836 turnips were scarcer than apples: none
but estated gentry wou'd atrempt to cu'tivate
them, such as had £2000 or £3000 a year.

The rcason the Irish peasant does not like
to try exp -rimentsis this : he is ruined if they
fail, and as long as the article that he is ac-
quainted with does, he is enclined to let well
enough alone. On the green and root crop
system he can do more on 10 acres than he
could on 20 before, even when the potato
suceeded to his utm~st wishes. On 10 acres
of land of average ferti'ity the tenant can
keep 3 cows, 1 brood mare, and faten 18
cwt. of pork on the same ground ou the old
system 2 cows, 1 horse, and 8 cwt. of pork
was all that could be kept in it.

Now at this present time the gentry are
working heaven and earth to get every one
to sow flix, as Great Britain pays over
£8,000,000 sterling per annum for flax, kemp,
and seeds, to fireign nations.  This in time of
peace, is enormous, and whit would it be in
war, when the deinand is infinitely greater and
the supplies altogether stopped.

The Canadian,in like manner, while the
wheat crop flourishzd, would think of nothing
else. The native might make a little po:ash,
but this the o'd countryman, unless he is near
those that can give good as-istance and advice
is sure to run Lim.elf at. But the wleat
crop is swe to fai', as well as the potatoe, if
it is pressed too bard, 2ud sown too often in
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the same ground without manure, It is tre
this year there are a good many turnips groar,
but that is because pe 'p'e were terrified about
the grain crop as well as the hay.  But there
are no root luses for their reception, ang’
there is no doubt large quan‘ities will be fro.
zen, and, if they are not frozen in the pits, the
hous», the cat.le are kept in are so open tha
they would be part'y frozen while stored iy
them, and from this the old se'tler would cop.
sider that tu nips.me not the things f§r Car.
ada.

But, it is not so ; there is no country in the
worid better adapted for the growth of root
aand green crops than this.  Our winter
frosts are better pu'veriz s than al the i
struments and im Jlements that ever were
turned out of all the mechine shops in Eng.
land. 'When our land is properly drained the
small seeds can be sown as soon as the frost
leaves the ground, and that will be three
weeks earlier than in undrained land. Pars.
nips, carrots, mangels can be sown any time
after the ground softens ; in sand especially,
when sown early in the spring, they keep hold
of the moisture all the season, which is2
strong reason for sowing sandy land with
plants having long roots. No one ever s
mulleions or burdocks lail yet, in the dries
year that ever occured. IEvery thing with
the same length of roist will thrive equally
well.  Then there is the sun to scourge the
weeds, cut them off to-day and. by this time
to-morrow you will not know that sucha
thing had ever existed. The parsnip should
be the staple root of Canada ; no heat can -
jure it while growing, and the hardest frot
only impioves it, they can be grown to any
size with the help of deep diggiug and mapur
ing.  Seventy five bushels of parsnips are
worth 100 bushel of potatoes for feeding
purposes, and then there is the advantage of
labor. The root crops are in the first of
April.  Deas, wheat, and oats, between Aprl:
and the first weex in May. Flax, second
weei. in May. Weeding and sowing turnps
first two weehs in Junz.  Cutting hay and
weeding the two last weeks of July. Haying,
weeding, and cutting f.l wheat and pess
pulling flax and harvesting spring grain Av-
gust and September. Manuring and sowiog
fal wheat, October. Trenching and takisg
up the tenlcrest roots Nuvember ; finishiog.
the roois, December, this wonth and the nert
are mos:ly spent at short j .bs 3 the flaz shoull
be cleaned in Februacy ; March, maminisg
and preparing for spring grain, But may



